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Dear Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations it is a pleasure to open the twenty fifth session of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances.  
A very warm welcome to all of you here in the room, as well as everyone following remotely.
Allow me to start by congratulating the four Members of the Committee who were re-elected last June: yourself, Mme. Chair, Carmen Rosa Villa-Quintana; Mr. Olivier de Frouville; Mr. Matar Diop; and Ms. Barbara Lochbihler. It is an honour and privilege to have the possibility to work with you all again. Your commitment and dedication have been key over the past years for the work of the Committee, and we are particularly happy to continue supporting your daily actions and projects to promote the Convention and prevent and eradicate enforced disappearances. 
 It is also a particular honour to welcome Mr. Fidelis Kanyongolo, who initiates today his first mandate with the Committee on Enforced Disappearances. 
Mme Chair,
Today’s opening of this session of the Committee coincides with the opening of the 54th session of the Human Rights Council. On its agenda for this session, the Council will consider the annual report of the Working Group on Enforced or Involuntary Disappearances, as well as the reports of its visits to Honduras and Uruguay. Another agenda item of high relevance to the work of this Committee is on “Truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence,” under which the Human Rights Council will consider the annual report of the Special Rapporteur on the promotion of truth, justice, reparation and guarantees of non-recurrence, Mr. Fabián Salvioli, and the reports of his missions to the Republic of Korea and Serbia.
Distinguished members of the Committee,
Since the last time I opened a session of this Committee one year ago, it has done commendable work, often at personal hardship, to accompany States, victims and other civil society actors, and National Human Rights Institutions in their fight to eradicate and prevent enforced disappearances. I believe it is important to recognize this, and a few examples will illustrate the value of these partnerships.
Over the past months, you have continued to strengthen your coordination and interaction with other human rights mechanisms, civil society, National Human Rights Institutions and UN agencies. A clear example thereof is the publication last 30 August, on the International Day for the Victims of Enforced Disappearances, of a joint statement with the UN Working Group on Enforced and Involuntary Disappearances, the Interamerican Commission on Human Rights, the Chairperson of the Working Group on Death Penalty, Extrajudicial, Summary or Arbitrary Killings of the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the Representatives of Indonesia and Malaysia to the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights. The statement called on all States to urgently provide effective access to justice for victims of enforced disappearance. 
Your efforts to strengthen the synergy with other actors is also reflected in the process you carried out for the elaboration and adoption of your Statement on “non-State actors in the context of the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearances”. This statement that you adopted at your last session, is the outcome of three years of discussion with other international and regional human rights mechanisms, intergovernmental bodies, civil society actors, UN agencies and programmes and victims. It has already been quoted in various fora as an important guiding tool for all stakeholders. 
Similarly, you have approached the preparation of your first General Comment on “enforced disappearances in the context of migration” in an open and collaborative manner. Last March, you adopted the first draft following wide consultation processes that has involved more than 240 stakeholders. At this session, you will discuss, adopt and launch the General Comment, after a new round of intense consultations. Such collaboration is key not only for the drafting of a strong text, but also for the next step in the process of making the General Comment, and indeed, all recommendations of the Treaty Bodies a reality.
This can be seen in relation to your reports of country visits. In March 2022, you adopted your report on Mexico, and in March this year, you adopted your visit report on Iraq. These reports shed light on the extent of the challenges faced in these two countries as relates to disappearances, including enforced disappearances. Your reports have been highly welcome as reference documents and guiding tools on the measures that should be taken to prevent and eradicate disappearances. The implementation of these recommendations is now a priority. 
In his closing statement of his visit to Iraq made on 9 August, the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mr. Volker Türk, urged Iraq to implement the Committee’s recommendations. He stressed the importance of passing a law on enforced disappearances, in line with international human rights standards. The Committee has already taken steps to support this process, including through an online event with the Iraqi Parliament on 23 August. An ongoing follow-up and interaction with State authorities is necessary, and I know that you are all ready to accompany this process, as you have done with Mexico. 
Mme Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 
The procedure to review reports on additional information is precisely aiming at facilitating such follow-up and interaction. It provides States and the Committee an interactive space to exchange and discuss the necessary measures to implement the recommendations, as well as to publicly share information on lessons learned and positive outcomes of measures adopted by States. The informative and educational value of a public review should not be underestimated.
Depending on the level of implementation of the recommendations and the situation of enforced disappearances in a country under review, the procedure allows for variable frequency and duration of reviews. This dynamic and flexible procedure enables the Committee to focus its attention and resources on the most pressing situations, while ensuring the follow-up to the implementation of its recommendations. All stakeholders should welcome and support the procedure, starting with the State parties.
States should also acknowledge the value of the Urgent Action procedure. Since your last session, 54 new requests for Urgent Actions have been registered. As of today, the Committee has requested the immediate intervention of interested States to search for 1630 disappeared individuals. Of them, the requests relative to 916 individuals remain open. Of the closed cases, thanks to the Urgent Action procedure, 484 disappeared people have been located, including 438 alive. As under-resourced as it is, this procedure saves lives. 
Unfortunately, despite our continued efforts through the treaty body strengthening process, advocating with Member States to ensure an effective functioning of the treaty body system, an imbalance persists between existing resources and the needs of treaty bodies’ work. Not only is the work increasing in quantitative terms, but also in its substantive scope. The staffing shortage significantly impacts on your work, but also has a detrimental effect on the work-life balance of each staff member in the Branch. We all know that colleagues regularly go beyond the call of duty, be it Programme Management staff, Human Rights Officers, Secretaries, or colleagues in management positions. As we are working on the same topics towards the same goal,  although our respective roles and responsibilities are different, it is essential that we join hands in making the limitations of the system visible, particularly to Member States who created it to serve a purpose, that is effectively delivering in the interest of the people we serve.
Distinguished Members,
You have a busy agenda ahead of you. I extend my best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session and reassure you of my full support and that of my colleagues.
Thank you.

__________________________
OATH OF OFFICE
I would now like to turn to Ms. Wan Hea Lea, Chief of Civil, Political, Economic, Social and Cultural Section, to proceed with inviting Mr. Fidelis Kanyongolo to make his solemn declaration in accordance with item one of the Provisional Agenda and Annotations. 

Thank you. 
Ms. Wan Hea Lee, takes the floor 
I move to item one of the provisional agenda the “Solemn declaration by the newly nominated members of the Committee in accordance with article 26(5) of the Convention.”
May I now call on the distinguished new member of the Committee to pronounce his solemn oath of office in accordance with rule 11 of the rules of procedure:
[Mr. Fidelis Kanyongolo will have the text of rule 11 in E/F/S]
Monsieur Fidelis Kanyongolo, you have the floor (…)

Thank you very much. I wish you the best of luck in the discharge of your important duties.
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