Athens, 28th March 2022
Opening Statement by H.E. Mr Panos Alexandris,
Secretary General for Justice and Human Rights,
Ministry of Justice of the Hellenic Republic
Madam/Mister Chair, 
Distinguished members of the Committee on Enforced Disappearances (CED). 
It is indeed an honor and a privilege for me to address you today on the occasion of the Dialogue provided for under Article 29(1) of the International Convention on Protection of all Persons from Enforced Disappearances. Ahead of today`s and tomorrow`s meetings, I would like to assure you that the members of the Greek Delegation and I are looking forward to our deliberations in an open and forthright manner, to promote our shared goal, meaning the proper enforcement of the Convention.  
From the outset, I would like to assure you that, although no allegations of enforced disappearance have, so far, been submitted to the competent Greek Authorities, we do continue to attribute great importance to the Convention’s protective content.  

The drafting of our initial National Report with regard to this particular Convention, submitted to this Esteemed Committee in 2019, was coordinated by the Legal Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which worked closely and efficiently with all other relevant Ministries. Α draft of this Report was shared with the Greek National Commission for Human Rights, our National Human Rights Institution with Status A accreditation, where forty-two NGOs and other stakeholders active in the field of Human Rights protection are currently participating; their comments have been taken into due consideration. 
I would now like to touch upon certain developments and progress achieved, as presented in our comprehensive reply to the list of issues, dated August 2021.  
Madam/Mister Chair,
Allow me to remind you that the Convention was ratified by Greece in 2014 and entered into force, for Greece, on August 8, 2015. The Law ratifying the Convention amended the Greek Criminal Code accordingly, as well as the Civil Code provisions on adoption, in order to harmonize our domestic legal order with the desiderata of the Convention. 
Subsequently, in the context of a general overhaul of the Greek Criminal Code which took place in 2019, the provisions on enforced disappearance were consolidated, for reasons of coherence, in the new Article 322 of the Greek Criminal Code punishing the crime of abduction.
Let me assure you that these amendments do not take anything away from the protective scope, already in place, against enforced disappearances. They do, however, strengthen consistency and efficiency of the said protection, as it will be explained in the ensuing Dialogue; during this Dialogue, we will have the opportunity to analyze and elaborate on the components of this new Article. I would like to stress that paragraphs 1 and 2 of Article 322 fully describe the crime of enforced disappearance, a crime prosecuted ex officio under Greek Criminal Law. 
Indeed, the relevant paragraphs of this new Article contain all three constitutive elements of the crime of enforced disappearance, as set out in Article 2 of the Convention. Furthermore, they render the crime of enforced disappearance punishable in all its forms, by grave penalties taking into account its extreme seriousness, in accordance with Article 7 paragraph 1 of the Convention. 
Additionally, this new Article of the Greek Criminal Code provides for an aggravated form of the crime of enforced disappearance when committed against certain categories of vulnerable persons and contains provisions on the responsibility of a person superior in the chain of command for certain acts or omissions, in line with the relevant articles of the Convention.
It should also be noted that the statute of limitations in respect of enforced disappearance is of long duration and proportionate to the extreme seriousness of the crime, taking into account its continuous nature. Moreover, jurisdictional aspects of such crime are covered by the general provisions of the Greek Criminal Code. 
In light of the above, as it will become clear in the course of our Dialogue, this new legal provision, in conjunction with general principles of applicable criminal law, does justice to the word and letter, as well as to the object and purpose of the Convention; it also confirms the absolute right of any person not to be subjected to enforced disappearance. 
Intricately connected with the above is everyone’s right to report incidents of enforced disappearances to the competent judicial and law enforcement Authorities, as well as to the Greek Ombudsman, in its capacity as the National Investigation Mechanism of incidents of arbitrariness by law enforcement personnel. This right has not been affected by the measures and restrictions that Greece was forced to take in order to protect Public Health, since the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic. These measures were proportionate, non-discriminatory and adopted in full compliance with democratic and parliamentary processes, based on the views of scientific experts.
As you are aware, since the 2015 Syrian refugee crisis, Greece has received unprecedented numbers of migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers, including children. We deplore the fact that many lives were lost, including children’s lives, due to the inhumane activities of smugglers and facilitation networks. We have repeatedly condemned as immoral the cruel instrumentalization of human beings which goes against the spirit and the letter of the 1951 Geneva Convention on the Status of Refugees. We have already made considerable progress with tangible results on achieving decongestion of the Aegean islands, improving reception conditions, increasing relocation schemes and transfers to the mainland, accelerating asylum procedures and operationalizing the new Multipurpose Reception and Identification Centres. 
The competent Greek law enforcement Authorities fulfill their border control responsibilities in compliance with relevant domestic, European and International Law provisions.  All States have the right and obligation to protect their national borders, which, in Greece’s case, also constitute European Union borders. Such protection is being exercised in full respect for human rights. Allegations regarding violations of the Principle of Non-Refoulement do not correspond to the operational activities implemented by the competent law enforcement Agencies. It is important to remember that both the Hellenic Police and the Hellenic Coast Guard have saved and continue to save lives at sea and land borders. Land and maritime border surveillance measures and mechanisms, in collaboration with FRONTEX, the European Union Border and Coast Guard Agency, should not be misinterpreted or linked with enforced disappearances. 

Special provisions are also in place when it comes to minors’ protection; the competent Greek Authorities cooperate with the NGO “Smile of the Child”,  and, whenever certain conditions are met, the “Amber Alert” mechanism is also activated. Particular attention and care is being awarded to the protection of unaccompanied minors, which is a matter of great priority for us. Furthermore, the principle of family unity is respected and promoted in all relevant legal provisions, procedures and practice. The Special Secretariat for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors, within the Ministry of Migration and Asylum, has undertaken responsibility for the management and provision of support and assistance to unaccompanied minors. In this context, it has developed and implements the National Strategy for the Protection of Unaccompanied Minors, in which the best interest of the child is a core principle. 
In addition, the fight against Trafficking in Human Beings remains a top priority. In this respect, the Greek National Referral Mechanism was launched in 2019; its work is supervised by the Office of the National Rapporteur at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and managed by the National Centre for Social Solidarity. It operates as a hub for coordinated action and partnership building among all major stakeholders whose daily work may involve coming across persons vulnerable to Trafficking in Human Beings. The Office of the National Rapporteur has also drafted a National Action Plan (2019-2023) for the Prevention and Combating of Trafficking in Human Beings and the Protection and Rehabilitation of  Victims, incorporating a wide range of relevant policy-making projects. 
The rights of detainees are fully protected and a number of safeguards exist to prevent any instance of enforced disappearance. Detention, in connection with the illegal entry into the Greek territory, may be imposed on specific grounds, for a period of time which is strictly necessary for the completion of the return procedure, while the law sets out the maximum duration of such detention. Moreover, foreign nationals have the right to challenge before the competent Administrative Court the measure of detention in deportation cases at any point during detention. 
More generally, the right of detainees to inform, inter alia, a close relative, to receive visits and to be informed of their rights and obligations is fully guaranteed. Relevant registers of detainees and detention records are drawn up and kept in the appropriate Services. No person may be detained on any administrative or criminal law grounds without being registered in an official register of detainees. Independent authorities, and, in particular, the Greek Ombudsman, the National Preventive Mechanism under the OPCAT
, may conduct on-site inspections of places of deprivation of liberty.
Moreover, the Hellenic Armed Forces, and especially the military law enforcement personnel, receive appropriate training in all aspects of International Law, including International Human Rights Law. Such training includes, inter alia, issues concerning the International Convention against Enforced Disappearances. Training is also provided to judicial officers through the National School of Judges and the Judicial Associations of Judges, Public Prosecutors, etc. Particular attention is awarded to issues pertaining to victims’ rights. 
In closing this brief presentation, allow me to underline the Greek law provisions which foresee the possibility to challenge adoption procedures when the consent to such procedures is invalid or has been given as a result of error or fraud or it is illegal or immoral. These provisions could be applicable in the case of a child-victim of enforced disappearance, should such a case arise. Thank you for your attention and we are looking forward to the Esteemed Committee’s questions.
� Optional Protocol to the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (OPCAT)
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