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Distinguished Members of the Committee, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, I would like to welcome you to the one hundred and twenty-sixth session of the Human Rights Committee. At the outset, please allow me to convey warm greetings of our High Commissioner, Madame Michelle Bachelet, who is addressing the OHCHR Global Meeting at this very moment.

The Global Meeting brings OHCHR colleagues from Field Presences and Headquarters together for one week. This space is a unique opportunity for exchanges with colleagues as to the way forward, including on how we can work better to engage with actors at the national level regarding all aspects of the work of Treaty Bodies. We also hope that you will be able to benefit from interactions with some of those colleagues during the current Session.   
Distinguished members of the Committee, 

Your session occurs at a crucial moment for the treaty body system as it is confronted with unprecedented challenges to fulfil its mandate. The Chairs of the treaty bodies were informed about the shortfall in funding and restrictions in the 2019 allocation of the approved funds within the Secretariat. They were also informed of the possible cancellation of treaty body sessions scheduled for later this year. This unprecedented situation has been deeply worrying for everyone concerned. 
The Chairs of Committees urged the Secretary General and the High Commissioner to seek solutions with Member States to address this critical situation. 
Civil society partners have also expressed concern. In an open letter to all the Permanent Missions to the United Nations, they have underlined that the funding gap is likely to affect the effective delivery of the mandate of OHCHR and of the human rights mechanism in 2019, and beyond.

The High Commissioner addressed this issue with the Secretary-General. They are both doing their utmost to minimize the potential unprecedented impact of the financial cuts on the treaty bodies system, and to ensure that the third sessions of treaty bodies be held this year. 

The Office is currently working actively to secure the funds necessary, and we are operating on the assumption that the meetings will indeed take place. It is also important to bear in mind that the shortfall in resources is affecting the staffing situation. We will be providing the Committee with updates in that regard as they become available.
Distinguished members of the Committee,

In such context, we cannot sufficiently highlight the importance of your work. The work of the Human Rights Committee is powerful in its authority and legitimacy. It has made a real difference on the ground for people and has triggered accountability for human rights violations. States have put in place mechanisms to monitor their human rights record and taken important steps to prevent, mitigate and provide remedies to human rights violations, including through the implementation of your recommendations and Views.  

Individuals come to you on a daily basis as a last opportunity to claim their rights and have them recognized. We all work together to this end. However, it is important to highlight the challenging situation in which the Secretariat, and you, as experts, have to work to attend these calls for help. 
Over the past year, the Petitions Team, which I have the honour to coordinate ad interim, has received an average of 2300 submissions per month. They are addressed to the 8 Committees that have the competence to examine individual complaints. Not all of these submissions are new complaints. Some are exchanges of positions related to already registered cases. And not all of the new claims result in a registered case. But each of these submissions has to be attended. And behind each claim, there is one or various individuals awaiting for the decision of the seized Committee … Because of the existing backlog of cases ready for decision, these individuals have to wait for years until a final decision can be adopted. We all know this is not acceptable. 

The permanent fight to gather the necessary human resources, in which you have also been actively and positively involved, remains a concern and requires a lot of time and energy. We also face challenges in terms of the tools with which we work. The current situation affects all parties involved, starting with States parties and victims. 
Together with you, we work on a daily basis to try to improve the accessibility, transparency and efficiency of the complaints procedure. This includes the changes reflected in the new rules of procedure that you adopted at the last session. This also includes all the work done behind the scene, trying to modernize our database, and working on the creation of a platform for the submission and management of cases. There is still a long way to go. 
The suggestions and criticisms we receive from victims and States parties are key. And the collaboration between the Committee, the UN Secretariat, and States parties is absolutely necessary to enable that such improvements become a reality, for the benefit of all. The General Assembly review of the treaty body system in 2020 is also a unique opportunity in this context.  
Distinguished members of the Committee, 

As you know, the thirty-first annual meeting of the Chairpersons of the treaty bodies took place in New York just last week. The meeting focused on progress made in the alignment of working methods and other areas of implementation of Resolution 68/268, as well as the General Assembly review of the treaty body system in 2020. 
The Chairs met with the Secretary-General who affirmed the importance of the work done by the treaty bodies. He emphasized that it is crucial for human rights and victims around the world that the Committees can count on the necessary support and resources to be able to fulfil their mandates. He also indicated that the 2020 review will be an opportunity for States to fully assume the implications of their responsibilities enshrined in human rights treaties. I am confident that your Chair, Mr. Fathalla, will brief you in the course of the session in that regard. 
Distinguished Committee members, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me now turn to your programme for this session. The Committee will examine the implementation of the Covenant in six States parties; you will adopt 4 lists of issues prior to reporting under the simplified reporting procedure, as well as 2 regular lists of issues; and you will review 39 individual complaints under the Optional Protocol. You will commence the first reading of the draft general comment on article 21 (the right of peaceful assembly), prepared by the Rapporteur, Mr. Christof Heyns. You will have numerous meetings with a wide variety of stakeholders, including an informal meeting with States parties. 
With this, I wish you a productive session. As always, my colleagues and I look forward to working with you all in the weeks ahead.  

Thank you.
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