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Chairperson,

Distinguished members

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let me begin with a warm welcome to you all as we begin the 62nd session of the Committee.   Your session takes place in a context of serious human rights concerns, marked by violence, discrimination and poverty, protracted conflicts, such as in Syria, and, in some cases, persecution on a massive scale, such as with the Rohingya.   The denial of economic, social and cultural rights is at the heart of these crises, often as a cause but inevitably as a result.  This only underlines the importance of your work to protect and promote the Covenant.
You have a busy session ahead of you with five country reviews, petitions, a discussion on the draft general comment on the right to science, meetings with the Special Rapporteur  on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and with the Working Group on Business and Human Rights, an informal meeting with Committee on the Rights of the Child, and a meeting with States parties, not to mention thematic lunchtime briefings such as the one on climate change. 
Before you embark on these discussions, I would like to provide you with a brief update on the preparations for the 2020 review of the General Assembly resolution 68/268 on treaty body strengthening.

As you are all aware, in 2014, the General Assembly adopted a range of measures to strengthen the treaty body system.  An important aspect of this was the granting of additional weeks so that committees could eliminate the backlog of reports and individual communications.  I am pleased to note that in the case of the reporting procedures, most committees now have managed to consider the reports pending consideration and no longer have a backlog, although this is not the case for individual communications.

In addition, the treaty body strengthen established the OHCHR treaty capacity-building programme, encouraged increased visibility of your work through webcasting, recognized your independence and impartiality, strongly condemned reprisals and encouraged the harmonization of working methods across committees.  

The General Assembly adopted a series of cost-saving measures, including in relation to documentation as well as translation and interpretation costs, which were used to fund additional weeks of session and staff support for your work.

In the resolution, the General Assembly set 2020 as the date to review the resolution.   There are now several tracks of work leading up to that review.

First, there is a formal track.  The General Assembly has requested the Secretary-General to present a report on implementation of the resolution every two years.  This is essentially a technical report reviewing progress on implementation and providing data so that the General Assembly can reset human and financial resources to support treaty bodies so as to avoid future backlogs in reports and individual communications. 

The Secretary-General’s report has led to a proposal to reallocate the meeting time and human resources allotted to each treaty body, with a considerable increase in resources allocated to bodies examining individual communications.  The General Assembly’s Fifth Committee will consider the proposal in the autumn with a decision expected in December.  For this Committee, that decision will mean that the number of weeks of session will change from 10 weeks a year currently to eight weeks a year (six weeks of plenary and two weeks of pre-session working group), with the expectation that you will undertake 14 country reviews in 2018.  
The calendar has now been set and I trust you have all been informed of the dates for the two scenarios for 2018 – one scenario assumes that the General Assembly provides the additional resources to the treaty body system and the second scenario assumes that the additional resources are not forthcoming.  
In 2018, the Secretary-General will prepare a second report on implementation of the resolution which will again evaluate the incoming workloads of committees and calculate the resources and weeks of meetings required for each committee.

In addition to this formal track, the Geneva Academy has also been coordinating a global academic reflection on the treaty body system as a contribution to the 2020 review.  Launched in 2015, the Geneva Academy aims to create a large pool of legally sound and realistic proposals for the development of the treaty body system.  The Academy has held a series of regional workshops as well an annual meeting in December of 2016.  The final regional seminar will take place in the autumn, covering the Asian region.
The workshops have already identified a number of proposals to strengthen further treaty bodies.  Some of the proposals in relation to the reporting procedure include the introduction of a single consolidated report per State party covering all its treaty obligations, the streamlining of the simplified reporting procedure so that it focuses only on ‘priority’ issues for the State party under each treaty, a comprehensive reporting calendar to coordinate each State party review and to encourage non- and under-reporting States to submit reports, and a joint inter-committee follow-up mechanism.  A recent proposal suggests having treaty body meetings in the various regions.
In relation to individual communications, the academic process has examined proposals for a unified case-handling system and the creation of a separate chamber to handle all individual communications.
The academic process will have a final meeting in December 2017 with a view to preparing a final report in 2018.
The third track of the 2020 review has been led by non-governmental organizations.  The International Service for Human Rights, co-sponsored by the Governments of Costa Rica and Switzerland, hosted a two day consultation in May this year to discuss a political strategy ahead of the 2020 review.    The aim of the consultation was to develop a strategy to ensure that the 2020 review leads to a system that is more accessible, inclusive, efficient, effective and rights-oriented.
Some of the challenges faced by the treaty bodies were discussed, such as the insufficient harmonization of working methods or weak State compliance with reporting and implementing obligations.  Also discussed were the opportunities afforded by the 2020 review process to have a strengthening process with strong support for progressive solutions by a critical mass of relevant actors, including States, civil society, national institutions and the treaty bodies themselves.

An NGO working group on treaty body strengthening continues to consider this issue in the lead up to 2020.

Finally, it is important to note that a group of States, led by Costa Rica and Switzerland, meet periodically to share information on the treaty body system.  The role of this group will become increasingly important as the 2020 review of the General Assembly approaches.

This provides a brief summary of the various tracks of the 2020 review to date.  Some of you have already been involved in these processes to date.  I encourage you all to be involved as we lead into 2018 – a year which is likely to be critical for setting the agenda for the 2020 review.
Chair, dear members,

My colleagues and I are always here to provide further information on the 2020 review and other issues as needed.  So I will simply close by wishing you all a fruitful and enjoyable session.  Thank you.
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