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Committee on the Rights of the Child – 92nd session
Opening of the session, 16 January 2023

UNICEF statement

Madam Chair, Mister High Commissioner, dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

I’ll start by wishing you all a happy, healthy new year, filled with advancements for children’s rights and for a strong, continuing partnership in between all of us. 

We in UNICEF very much appreciated the opportunity of the CRC/UNICEF/OHCHR Biennial meeting last September to reflect on the situation of child rights across regions and agree on joint action to elevate child rights globally. Throughout the day of discussions, we took stock of the many setbacks in progressing child rights including climate change and armed conflict as we have heard – but also the ongoing normative pushback as well as discourses and initiatives that deliberately challenge CRC implementation in all regions, as manifested in legal and policy regressions; scapegoating of and hate speech against minorities, migrants or LGBTIQ+; ‘anti-gender’ narratives; shrinking civic space including through the use of COVID19 and counter-terrorism related legislation and policies; threats to human rights defenders and undercutting programmes, including UNICEF programmes, that promote rights-based approaches, participation, autonomy (such as SRHR) or civil and political rights. 

Against this backdrop, we re-committed to harness our collective responsibility and provide concerted leadership towards a visible, coherent, and rights-based global agenda for children. We ended 2022 with a new CRC/UNICEF/OHCHR workplan for the next two years that aims at achieving precisely that. One first outcome was a joint statement between the UNICEF ED and the Chair of the Committee in the run up to Human Rights Day in December, reminding world leaders that ‘child rights are human rights, today and everyday’. We now look forward to working together on the implementation of the joint workplan. 

On a related note, we also look forward to hearing your views on the draft SG Guidance Note on Child Rights Mainstreaming that seeks to address another challenge discussed during our Biennial meeting, namely the fact that child rights do not receive appropriate attention across UN entities and intergovernmental fora. Comments by the Committee and UN entities are due by the end of the month, and we are available for any discussion you may wish to have during the session. 

In the same vein, we would also welcome joint advocacy for child rights to feature more prominently in the follow-up to ‘Our Common Agenda’ (I mean the SG vision for global cooperation released in 2021), and in the lead-up to the Summit of the Future in 2024. We propose in particular that the implications of this document for children be unpacked, and that children – including children under the age of 15, who do not fall in the ‘youth’ category – be explicitly considered as both subjects of the Summit and its resulting Pact, and as active actors before, during and after the Summit. 

We also call on all of us to take the opportunity of the 75th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights that seeks to renew consensus on the universality and indivisibility of human rights, to continuously remind that child rights are human rights, too. 

In terms of specific activities, we are happy to report that the background paper on policing assemblies involving children is now close to finalization, with the last round of comments underway. We look forward to the views of the Committee members who are part of the Advisory Group by the end of the month. We aim at full finalization in March and hope it will provide a foundation for concrete guidance to law enforcement managing assemblies. In March, we also aim at finalizing the website on child rights legislative reform with the Leiden University and look forward to the participation of the Committee in the consultation meeting in February. We will also be seeking your views on the text of the UNICEF Implementation Handbook for the first three chapters that have so far been revised (related to CRC art. 6, 24, 27). In the first half of this year, we will move to revising the chapters pertaining to civil and political rights. 

Finally, we wish to join ohters in calling for the continuation of interpreted online pre-sessions, as this option has undeniably allowed for greater meaningful engagement with the Committee by the various actors, first of all children. For us in UNICEF, online attendance of diverse staff in the pre-sessions has enabled a greater number of colleagues based in country offices to share firsthand information with the Committee, an opportunity that would be lost if pre-sessions were to go back to in-person only. 

In closing, we would like to thank the outgoing members, Clarence, Gehad and Jose Angel, for their outstanding cooperation and contribution over the past years and wish them all the best as they move on. 

We wish you all a productive session and look forward to interacting closely in the coming weeks. 

Thank you. 
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