Submission on the List of Themes

Racial Discrimination in Scotland

to the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD)
for consideration on the occasion of its 113th Session; August 5-23rd, 2024

The Multi-Cultural Family Base is an NGO operating in Edinburgh, Scotland. We support families from diverse backgrounds from pregnancy up through adulthood. Many of our service users are migrants, and we have a project specifically to support refugees and asylum seekers as well. We see first-hand the impact that racial discrimination has on those with whom we work, and wish to input some themes we see emerge again and again in our practice.  
We reaffirm the need for continued discussion of the themes highlighted in the document entitled “List of themes in relation to the twenty-first to twenty-third periodic reports of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland”. In addition, we propose the following topics for review, in some cases referencing and building on the themes (in quotations) from the prior list.


“Discrimination against national or ethnic minorities (arts. 2-7)”

1. “Updated statistics on school attainment and exclusion, disaggregated by ethnicity, and information on the impact of measures taken to address underachievement and the high exclusion rate of students from ethnic minority backgrounds, as well as racist bullying and name-calling in schools (CERD/C/GBR/CO/18-20, paras. 23 and 24; CERD/C/GBR/21-23, para. 210).” 
a. We would like information specifically regarding incidents where teachers and school staff are the perpetrators, and what measures are being taken to protect young people from discrimination by those in educational authority. 
b. We also call for statistics regarding the use of restraint and seclusion in schools, specifically for students with additional support needs (ASN) who come from diverse backgrounds. What is the current status of the proposed “Restraint and Seclusion (Prevention in Schools) (Scotland) Bill”?
2. “Updated statistics on access to social housing and on rates of homelessness, disaggregated by ethnicity, and information on measures taken to address substandard housing conditions and overcrowded housing for ethnic minority groups (CERD/C/GBR/21-23, paras. 130-144).”
a. We are specifically interested in statistics regarding young people from diverse backgrounds who are unhoused. 
3. “The impact of measures taken to address inequalities in health and access to health care based on ethnicity.”
a. Data on the impact of COVID-19 on already existing disparities in health provision for diverse communities. 
b. Updated data (both quantitative and qualitative) on perinatal parental and infant health and wellbeing for those from diverse communities. 

“Situation of non-citizens, including migrants, asylum seekers, refugees and stateless persons (articles 5 and 7)”
4. Involvement of non-citizens in decision-making regarding their own activities and services.
5. Insight into strength and focus of the “New Scots Refugee Integration Strategy: 2024”
6. Investigation into the legality of the Safety of Rwanda (Asylum and Immigration) Act 2024 (“The Rwanda Bill”) in regards to the Convention. Specifically we would like this investigation to centre the voices of those most affected by the Bill.

	“Training, education and other measures to combat prejudice and intolerance (art. 7)”
7. “Information on any training programmes or courses provided to Government officials, the judiciary, federal and State law enforcement officials, teachers, social workers and other public officials to raise awareness about the Convention and its provisions.”
a. We would also like information regarding training programmes that focus specifically on anti-racist practice. 
8. “Information on cases of racist hate speech and hate crimes, including the number of complaints, investigations launched, prosecutions, convictions and remedies provided to victims, and information on cases in which racial motivation has been considered an aggravating circumstance.”
a. Information on the number of incidents reported through third party centres or anonymously, as this could indicate the level of trust victims have in the justice system.

Religious Freedom (article 5)

9. Current provisions for public and easily accessible facilities in order for practicing Muslims to perform wudu and prayer. What other facilities might be necessary to support people of faith in order to fully participate in community life as well as practice their religion freely? 




