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[bookmark: _GoBack]I am truly humbled and honored to be given the valuable opportunity to serve as the Chair of the Committee on the Rights of the Child for the past two years, which ends today. First of all, I would like to express my deep appreciation to my colleagues of the Bureau, four distinguished vice chairs, Ms. Hynd Ayoubi Idrissi, Mr. Philip Jaffe, Ms. Faith Marshall-Harris, who also served as Rapporteur, and Ms. Velina Todorova, for their strong support and dedicated work during the last two years. I am also grateful to all members of the Committee for their collective wisdom and guidance. My special thanks go to the Secretary, Ms. Allegra Franchetti and each one of excellent officers of her team, and Mr. Andrea Ori, Chief of the Group in Focus Section of the OHCHR, for all of their precious and professional work and continuing support. Finally, I would like to thank UNICEF and Child Rights Connect, all civil society colleagues and friends, and all children, for collaboration and partnership in various forms.   

Allow me to identify three areas of highlight during my term of the office. 

First, making the Committee more active, vocal and visible. The statements the Committee issued individually or jointly over the past two years count 37, on various thematic or country specific issues concerning children. In particular, through joint work for statements and events, the Committee has increased collaboration with many other mandates and entities, such as UN human rights treaty bodies, Special Procedures, Special Representatives of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict and on Violence against Children, UNICEF, UNODC, ILO and Inter Parliamentary Union. Engagement with civil society such as by co-organizing events with participation of myself as Chair or other Committee members has been enhanced, which I believe helped the Committee known to more people including children.      

Second, child rights mainstreaming. Collaboration with other UN human rights mechanisms and engagement with broader UN bodies and agencies, beyond human rights, beyond Geneva, has been my clear action point to integrate child rights perspective, and mainstream child rights in the wider UN system. I am delighted that the Committee played an active role in the drafting process of the Secretary General’s guidance note on child rights mainstreaming. 

Third, child participation. Among many positive developments in this area, I would like to mention three progresses I contributed to by strongly advocating for. These are child participation in the fifth Global Conference on Child Labour in Durban in 2022; inviting child speakers in the public opening of the Committee’s sessions, and the support for child participation in the COP process.

I would like to emphasize that all these achievements were made possible, thanks to the strong support of the Bureau, members, OHCHR Secretariat, our partner, UNICEF and Child Rights Connect, as well as other civil society, Member States, and of course, children.   

I wish the incoming Chair and the Bureau will consider further developing these areas, while introducing new initiatives.  

Thank you for your kind attention.
………………….
