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Dear Colleagues,

As we are coming to the end of the ninety-second session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it is customary for the Chair to sum up the work completed during this session.

Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We considered the reports of eighth States parties and adopted concluding observations on these States. We also adopted one list of issues and nine lists of issues prior to reporting which had been prepared by the members appointed to participate in the pre-sessional working group for the ninety-fourth session of the Committee at informal meetings held online from 27 to 31 October 2025, as the pre-sessional working group had been cancelled due to the liquidity situation of the United Nations Secretariat.

We held informal meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions and attended lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs. We were pleased by the engagement of local NGOs from the States parties reviewed during the session and of two national human rights institutions. IWRAW-Asia Pacific coordinated the country-specific briefings by NGOs, which again made significant contributions to the work of the Committee.

The Committee is also grateful to those UN entities and other inter-governmental bodies, which provided us with detailed information, including the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women) and IPU. I am pleased to note that UN Country Teams contributed their reports through the Inter-Agency Group and that one UNCT briefed the Committee in person and two UNCTs via pre-recorded video statements.

The highlight of this session was our reception, attended by more than 120 participants, including representatives of States parties, civil society, women leaders and academia, to mark the forty-fifth anniversary of the entry into force of the Convention. I wish to thank everyone who worked hard to make this brilliant event possible, including Ms. Stott Despoja as master of ceremony, Céline from the CEDAW Secretariat, the OHCHR interns Jos and Sofia and my research assistant Samira. 

Another highlight was the adoption of the addendum to our general recommendation No. 30 (2013) on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations in relation to the Women Peace and Security agenda. I thank Ms. de Silva de Alwis for her able leadership in elaborating this important document, which addresses women, peace and security-related issues such as women’s leadership in peace and security, survivor-centric justice, conflict-related sexual violence, reparations, arms transfers, artificial intelligence- and technology-facilitated gender-based violence, threats to women’s and girls’ sexual and reproductive health rights in armed conflict, and the gendered impacts of climate change and transnational organized crime.

I also would like to thank our working group on working methods, in particular the chair Ms. Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, for having made innovative proposals to further enhance the effectiveness of our constructive dialogues, having prepared our decisions on the adoption of lists of issues and questions, lists of issues prior to reporting and follow-up assessments during the intersessional period and on the procedure for the adoption of statements on controversial issues exceptionally during the intersessional period.

Thanks to the working group on gender stereotypes, especially its co-chairs Ms. Rana and Ms. Reddock, our revised draft of general recommendation No. 41 on gender stereotypes is nearing completion.

I am satisfied that we adopted a strong statement on the United Nations financial and liquidity, for which I wish to thank Ms. Hacker, Ms. Pia-Comella, Ms. Akia, Ms. Toledo Vásquez and Mr. Safarov.

Dear colleagues,

I am very satisfied that we were able to deliver on our core mandates under the Convention and the Optional Protocol during this session.

I wish to thank Jelena-Pia Comella and Nada Draz as Rapporteur on follow-up and alternate Rapporteur on follow-up, respectively, thanks to whom we were able to adopt ten follow-up assessments at this session, with help from other colleagues.

I thank the Working Group on Communications, in particular the Chair, Rangita de Silva de Alwis, and Vice-Chair, Elgun Safarov, for the preparation of eight excellent decisions on individual communications that we adopted at this session, with support from the OHCHR Petitions Section, as well as for the revision of our rules of procedure for the consideration of individual communications.

I also wish to thank the Working Group on Inquiries, particularly its Chair, Esther Eghobamien-Mshelia, for the important work done on several pending confidential inquiry proceedings and on revising the rules of procedure concerning inquiries during this session.

During the session, we held an important informal briefing for the States parties and other stakeholders on its draft addendum to update general recommendation No. 24 (1999) on women and health, at the initiative of Ms. Toledo Vásquez. We also had interesting exchanges with UN Women, GANHRI, and on the CEDAW chapter in the publication on Faith for Rights and the human rights treaty bodies, among others. 

Dear colleagues,

Before I conclude, I thank all experts for the great work accomplished during the past three weeks. I am heartened that we again managed to deliver on our mandate to protect and promote women’s human rights and gender quality despite the difficult times for the human rights treaty bodies.

Please allow me to sincerely thank all experts for the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, including my colleagues on the Bureau as well as the country rapporteurs who guided our dialogues with the representatives of the States parties and drafted the concluding observations. I also wish to acknowledge the active participation of country task force members in the constructive dialogues with States parties.

I thank all colleagues from the Secretariat, who provided excellent support to us: Jamila, Adrian, our OHCHR interns Jos Comiskey and Sofia Teresa Holguin Soto, as well as Marco, Teizu, Céline, Alejandra, Laia, Erik, Ximena, Janna, Xiaoyue, Anna, Theodora, Carolina, Anne, Vivian, Marianna, Jakob, Andrea, Dina and Antti.

Lastly, I cannot conclude without thanking our great conference room officer Liliana Semon, for whom this was the last session with CEDAW, as she will retire this summer. Dear Liliana, on behalf of the whole Committee, I thank your support over the years, always with a warm smile even in stressful situations, We will miss you!

I would also like to thank Sandrine and Gisela, our other conference room officers, the interpreters, technicians, IT specialists, the webcast team, colleagues from the Division for Conference Management and the Braille printing unit, the précis writers, press officers, and all others who made this session successful.

In concluding, I wish you a safe journey back home and look forward to seeing you again, hopefully for our ninety-third session in October.
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