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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee,
It's a great honor for me and my delegation to be here today. 
During this review, we will share the progress and challenges we face in implementing the Covenant's provisions.
I want to reaffirm the Greek government's unwavering commitment to improving areas where gaps or weaknesses have been identified or may be identified during this process. Our goal is to use the Committee's recommendations as a guide for driving meaningful improvements across all areas.
Before we continue, I would like to introduce myself. I'm Katerina Patsogianni, and I was recently appointed Secretary General for Equality and Human Rights in the Ministry of Social Cohesion and Family. This new Ministry integrates policies on human rights, gender equality, child rights, and vulnerable groups, promoting a coordinated, whole-of-government approach. Today's dialogue with the Committee is essential in advancing human rights under this new structure.
Our delegation comprises representatives from various ministries; as you can see, women constitute the vast majority of experts. This underscores women's vital role in addressing human rights issues within our Administration. 
Our replies to the List of Issues were coordinated by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in collaboration with all relevant Ministries. The draft was also shared with the Greek National Commission for Human Rights, whose input was taken into consideration in the final report.
In recent years, Greece has confronted the combined effects of the economic crisis, the migration crisis, and the COVID-19 pandemic. Indeed, my country has navigated through troubled waters to reach safe shores, demonstrating the resilience of both its people and its democratic institutions under the rule of law.
The economic downturn and prolonged austerity had a widespread negative impact on the population. The country is now on a path to long-term progress and sustainability, benefiting its human rights framework.
As an EU frontline state, Greece has faced significant challenges in managing irregular migration, including instances of instrumentalization in the past. 
Despite these challenges, protecting human rights remains central to our policies, and we have made notable progress in recent years. I'll address this further later in my statement.
Faced with the COVID-19 pandemic, Greece, like all countries, implemented restrictive measures to curb the spread of the disease. These measures were proportionate, non-discriminatory, and scientifically evaluated; they were adopted or ratified by Parliament and subject to strict judicial scrutiny, making a derogation under Article 4 of the Covenant unnecessary. 
At the same time, the authorities enacted policies to protect public health and mitigate the social and economic effects of the pandemic. The National Vaccination Programme ran smoothly and efficiently, targeting specific and vulnerable groups.
Over the years, we have received many recommendations to improve policy coordination. In response, we have made great strides by cutting red tape, and streamlining processes. We have launched national human rights action plans with input from independent bodies and civil society. We are aware that more work is needed, especially in ensuring these plans are effectively implemented, and we are addressing this with diligence.
I will now briefly touch on specific areas of human rights protection, which will be elaborated in more detail by the members of the delegation.
Significant progress has been made on gender equality, including ratifying the Council of Europe Convention on Violence against Women and the ILO Convention on Sexual Harassment in the Workplace. We have also transposed the EU Directive on work-life balance. The Labor Inspection Body is now an independent authority, and the Greek Ombudsperson's role in equal treatment has been strengthened.
In 2019, we introduced a comprehensive legal framework to promote gender equality. The new National Action Plan  2026-2030 will guide future policies with civil society input. Additionally, the National Action Plan on Women, Peace, and Security, under Security Council Resolution 1325, has been completed under the auspices of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
Over the years, we have largely achieved equality in law. We will spare no effort to achieve it in practice as well.
This year marked a significant milestone for the rights of LGBTIQ+ persons, with the enactment of Marriage Equality for all, without gender discrimination. 
On the rights of the child, key policy actions were focused on strengthening foster care and adoption, preventing child abuse, and setting rules for Child Protection Units and childcare centers. Additional efforts include enhancing services and benefits for children and families.
Turning to the situation of the Roma, we are actively implementing the National Strategy 2021–2030, guided by the principle "for the Roma, with the Roma." Key committees, including the Roma Forum, an independent platform, are fully operational. We are using all available EU funding to enhance Roma's employment, education, healthcare, and housing participation.
In the fight against racism, harsher penalties apply to crimes with racist characteristics. Police and prosecutors are now better equipped to identify these cases, and data collection has improved. The National Council against Racism and Intolerance, an inter-ministerial body with the participation of independent bodies, adopted the first National Action Plan in December 2020. My Ministry is committed to revitalizing the Council and advancing the second Action Plan, building on lessons learned.
For persons with disabilities, we have established a National Accessibility Authority and are developing a National Strategy for 2024-2030. Key policies include deinstitutionalization and a personal assistant program for independent living. A 2023 law improved access to justice and removed derogatory language from the legislation. 
Furthermore, the Ministry of Health has enacted legislation for Psychiatric Reform, shifting from institutional to community-based care.
Let me now turn to the field of reception and asylum. Greece has developed one of Europe's most efficient Asylum Services and continues to improve its capacities and infrastructure. Our reception facilities ensure dignified living conditions and safety for migrants, staff, and local communities.
We have safeguards in place during reception and asylum procedures to address trafficking and protect victims, especially families, women refugees, potential victims of violence and their children and vulnerable groups in general.
Since 2021, the National Emergency Response Mechanism has supported thousands of unaccompanied minors in precarious conditions. This year, we launched the new National Guardianship System to serve vulnerable asylum applicants better at the first reception stage.
In 2023, the General Secretariat of Vulnerable People and Institutional Protection was established in the Ministry of Migration and Asylum to address challenges faced by vulnerable refugees and migrants.
I would like to stress that the competent Greek law enforcement authorities fulfill their border protection responsibilities in compliance with domestic, European and International Law. 
All States have the right and obligation to protect their national borders, which, in Greece's case, also constitute European Union borders. Such protection is being exercised with full respect for human rights.
Allegations regarding violations of the principle of non-refoulement at land or sea borders do not correspond to the operational activities of law enforcement Agencies. It is important to recall that the Hellenic Coast Guard has saved and continues to save thousands of lives at sea. Ongoing cooperation with national stakeholders, civil society actors and international organizations is a cornerstone of our efforts.
Greece applies a firm policy for the effective monitoring of fundamental rights and the assessment of complaints of ill-treatment at the border. Our three- level system comprises internal disciplinary procedures; prosecutorial supervision under criminal law; and independent monitoring by the Greek Ombudsman and the National Transparency Authority which also have the mandate to launch their own investigations and inquires.
In addition, a Special Committee for Compliance with Fundamental Rights and the position of the Fundamental Rights Officer were established in the Ministry of Migration and Asylum in 2022.
Finally, the Ministry of Migration and Asylum intends to promote cooperation with civil society organizations further, acknowledging their important role.
The fight against human trafficking is a top priority for our authorities, working closely with NGOs in a "strategic alliance." In 2019, the National Referral Mechanism for trafficking victims was launched after the creation of the Office of the National Rapporteur within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. The NRM has trained staff on Standard Operating Procedures for victim protection, including in Reception and Identification Centers. Other capacity-building activities are ongoing, and the National Action Plan on Human Trafficking is regularly updated.
In recent years, the Hellenic Police have introduced reforms to protect the rights of women, minors, foreign detainees, domestic violence victims, and migrants, regardless of status or ethnic origin. Police training is ongoing, regularly updated, and focuses on lifelong learning and human rights in law enforcement.
A key development in the field of justice is the recent reform of the judicial map for civil and criminal courts. This aims to reorganize courts geographically, streamline procedures, and speed up case resolution.
Concerning children's rights, a 2023 law addressed school bullying, and a platform was launched to raise awareness and provide resources. The Minister of Education also announced a ban on mobile phones and other digital devices in schools due to increased cyberbullying after the pandemic.
Another reform is the Digital School, which includes support courses, and live lessons for candidates to Nationwide Exams. Blended classrooms have also been introduced for remote areas. Additionally, a guide for active citizenship programs will soon be available to all teachers.
Finally, Greece has undertaken several key initiatives to further develop a resilient and pluralistic media ecosystem. These focus on protecting, ensuring safety, and empowering journalists—also a national priority at the international level—enhancing transparency and pluralism, guaranteeing financial sustainability and job stability, and promoting media literacy.
To wrap up, I want to express my gratitude for the opportunity you provided us to engage in a constructive and frank dialogue with the Committee, the monitoring body of one of the most influential for my country universal human rights treaties. 
Thank you, Madam Chair.
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