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Dear colleagues, Distinguished representatives, ladies and gentlemen,
It is my pleasure now to report on the activities I carried out in the intersessional period from the 22nd to the 23rd sessions related to the implementation of the Convention. 

Covid-19 has impacted the work of the Committee, as well as those of the whole treaty body system. It meant the postponement of our session scheduled for March 2020, and has led us today to hold our first CRPD virtual session, carried out in these exceptional circumstances. As Mr. Salama noted, in April 2020, the Committee’s 13th pre-sessional working group carried out its work remotely, in English only, adopting all the documents it had set originally by exchange of emails, bilateral briefings with representatives from organisations of persons with disabilities and using a silence procedure. CRPD also incorporated a standard language question under article 11, a cross-cutting provision to ensure disability inclusion in responses to situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies, including the Covid-19 pandemic.

Beyond these repercussions on our work, and most importantly, the pandemic continues to have a devastating impact on the lives of persons with disabilities and their families across the globe. In March 2020, in my capacity as Chair, and on behalf of the Committee, I issued a statement in this regard, jointly with the Special Envoy on Disability and Accessibility of the United Nations Secretary-General. In the statement, we called on States to ensure the safety and integrity of persons with disabilities, and to give due consideration to the diversity among persons with disabilities, with a particular focus on gender and age, in the development and implementation of emergency response plans. We also highlighted the tremendous impact of Covid-19 on persons with disability, as well as the specific situation of persons with disabilities facing deprivation and hardship. The Committee also issued a statement in June this year reiterating that the CRPD Convention has to be at the center of Covid-19 protection, response and recovery measures. These efforts will not be effective unless everyone is equally valued and included. 
In April this year, the Committee published its third inquiry report, in which the Committee found violations of the rights of persons with disabilities to equal recognition before the law, to live independently and be included in the community, and to equality and non-discrimination in line with the State party’s obligation under the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

Just like many of my colleagues, I have been invited and participated in various training workshops and other advocacy and awareness-raising seminars online, or webinars. The issues covered have included the inclusion of persons with disabilities and older persons in cities and the need to use article 19 of the CRPD on living independently and being included in the community as the framework. Each webinar has meant opportunities to exchange knowledge, reinforce our engagement, and develop new ideas. One area that has consistently been raised is the need to accelerate measures to end the institutionalization of persons with disabilities from all types of institutions, which have been particularly affected by the pandemic. This issue will be looked at in depth this session and the Committee as a whole will consider setting up a standing Working Group to promote deinstitutionalization and guide deinstitutionalization measures.  

I participated in the virtual Board meeting of the United Nations Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (UNPRPD), which takes place annually in advance of the Conference of States Parties, which remains postponed.   

I participated in the Treaty Bodies Informal and Formal Meetings of Chairs, which met virtually. The Chairs highlighted the need to increase protection of rights holders through strengthened implementation of the treaties and the provision of adequate resources for members and the Secretariat. We reiterated our agreement that on-line meetings cannot be a complete replacement for in-person meetings, even if the necessary pre-requisites for such meetings are met, particularly for persons with disabilities that require sign language interpretation and captioning. One of the most serious concern was that of ensuring the provision of reasonable accommodation to ensure that all treaty body members, including those that require personal assistants, could be included and participate in online work on an equal basis with others. 

	In October last year, I had the opportunity to present the Committee’s annual oral report to the Third Committee of the General Assembly. The oral report was well received with States Parties reiterating their support to and cooperation with the CRPD throughout its mandate. I also met several UN partners and civil society organizations to bolster support for the work of the Committee. We insist that we could not do our work without you. I am pleased to announce concrete and positive outcomes of those meetings among which: first UNICEF’s commitment of support, including financial support, to the Joint Working Group on children with disabilities of the Committee of the Rights of the Child and the CRPD. Second, the recent ratification of the Convention by St. Lucia; and third, a project proposal accepted  by the United Nations Partnership on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to develop a Practical Guide on national independent monitoring mechanisms and a web-based repository on such mechanisms, on which we, as a Committee, will provide advice. 

I would like to thank all Committee members for their support to the Chair in carrying out activities for the promotion and protection of the rights of persons with disabilities on behalf of the Committee throughout this exceptional intersessional period. I note the tireless work that members have continued to carry out since we last met in Geneva. The initiatives of my colleagues included events geared towards ratification of the Optional Protocol and the Convention, and a whole range of rights under the Convention: panels on the empowerment of women and girls with disabilities, on awareness raising, on equality and non-discrimination for persons with disabilities, and as I mentioned earlier, on deinstitutionalization efforts in emergency situations. 

At the end of last year, together with Ms. Fefoame and Mr. Kabue, I attended the 7th Africa Forum On Visual Impairment on "Achieving the SDGs through Innovation, Access and Lifelong Learning".A Communiqué adopted at the end of the forum calls upon African Union governments to ratify the Africa Union Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples' Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa and the Marrakesh Treaty to facilitate access to published works for persons who are blind, visually impaired or otherwise print disabled, and to commit to the full implementation of the Convention, the Sustainable Development Goals, and the Africa Union Agenda 2063. 

Finally, I would also like to express appreciation to all those United Nations entities and other inter-governmental bodies, organizations of persons with disabilities and independent monitoring frameworks and NHRIs that continue to provide us with detailed information to carry out our work and to our colleagues from OHCHR who will be providing us with excellent support and guidance. In these challenging times, we have not always had the information at hand to reply to your queries, regarding submission deadlines, or future scheduling of constructive dialogues. The pandemic has impacted the scheduling and working calendars for all the treaty bodies. However, we commit to sharing information with you through our website.  We reiterate that direct dialogue and interaction remain essential in many aspects of our work and look forward to a time when this is possible once again.
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