Key speaking points of Ms. Tatiana Moskalkova, the High Commissioner for Human Rights in the Russian Federation, for the 80th session of the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
Dear Chair Gladys Acosta Vargas, dear colleagues,
It is worth noting that the state bodies of the Russian Federation have made a considerable number of advancements in the field of supporting women, including those who have found themselves in a challenging life situation due to the spread of the COVID-19 infection.
These advancements take into account the recommendations on strengthening the guarantees of women’s rights addressed to the Government in the Russian Federal Ombudsperson’s Annual Activity Reports.
At the same time, current situation and appeals to the Federal Ombudsperson clearly set the objectives in strengthening the guarantees of women's rights, including empowerment in the state and public spheres.
My updated Comments on the Russian Federation's Compliance with the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women were sent to you this September.
These comments reflect:
· Key problems that women face, including protection of the family, motherhood and childhood, domestic violence, violations of labor and educational rights etc.,
· Possible solutions to mentioned problems.
In cooperation with the Council of Europe, the Ministry of Labor and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Russia a unique project of implementing the National Action Plan of the Russian Federation in the Interests of Women for the years 2017-2022 is undergoing. 
This project involves a series of workshops, roundtables, mentoring sessions and other events for women and government officials, commissioners for human rights in constituent entities of the Russian Federation, NGOs and the media, which focus on:
· Prevention of any form of violence and discrimination against women;
· Creation of conditions for equal access of women and men to leadership positions.
As part of the project, our Office is involved in the preparation of the launch of the new HELP program on preventing violence against women and domestic violence intended for law enforcement officers. 
The Office of the High Commissioner participates in the development of the draft law “On Combating Domestic Violence” and is an active supporter of its adoption.
I hope that the Committee's conclusion observations, which will be made after the dialogue with the Russian government delegation, will benefit the promotion and protection of women's rights in Russia. 
Thank you for your attention!
