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United Nations Authorities, representatives of the States Parties, National Institutions of Human Rights, civil society organizations and especially organizations of persons with disabilities, dear members of the CRPD Committee, dear Secretariat and Conference Services, the attending public and the public following the session through the Internet, by which we can connect to various parts of the world.
1. 10 Years of the CRPD

The CRPD Committee has worked intensely for the development of an anniversary  program whose aim will be the call for universal ratification and to take on the challenges of its implementation. This program will cover the following:
-        April 19: First celebration of the Committee within the framework of the 15th session

-     June 2016. UN-NY. 9COSP. The Committee has proposed to other UN mandates- Special Envoy of the UN Secretary General on Disabilities and Accessibility and Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities at the UN Human Rights Council-, to hold a High Level meeting with the States of the United Nations who still haven’t ratified the Convention, whether they are signatories of the Convention or not. We are speaking of 34 convened States. The objective of this meeting will be to call for the universal ratification of the Convention, reflecting the importance of this global consensus and establishing an interactive dialog, which will clarify any questions regarding the implementation and challenges that this human rights Treaty may entail.

-        June 20, 2016. OAS - Washington DC. An event is being planned with the help of the OAS which will be held in Washington DC.

-       July 5, 2016. Celebration at the Latin American level with the support of the OHCHR-South America, which will take place in Chile.

-      Second week of September. A meeting is being organized for the African continent with the support of the Capacity Building section of the OHCHR. The meeting will be held in Adis Ababa.
For the visual design that will symbolize this celebration, we are being assisted by the communications section of the OHCHR In like manner; they have offered their opinions regarding the slogan for this celebration and the forms in which messages produced by the Committee experts in their native languages will be spread.
We  commend the revised Draft Resolution of the General Assembly on the CRPD and its Optional Protocol, as it reiterates the call for universal ratification of the Convention and its Protocol, urges the withdrawal of reservations to the treaty, and also establishes a permanent annual instance for interactive dialogue between the Assembly and the Presidency of this Committee, as a way to strengthen reciprocal links. At the same time, it proposes to celebrate 10 years of the Convention with a High Level Experts Meeting, to be held in December 2016.

2. The CRPD Committee and the Consolidation of Its Work
A. In Our Sessions:

For 2016, the adoption of 14 COBS has been planned for a period of six and a half weeks which will produce a productivity of 2.15 reports per week of States Parties.

Without a doubt, we have made progress, but we must continue on this upward trajectory to reach the goal formulated in Resolution 68/268 on strengthening of treaty bodies: a review of 2.5 reports per week.

In 2015, 8 new communications were registered. During 2016, 4 Views of the Committee are expected to be adopted.

It should be noted that the CRPD Committee has had an active participation in the meeting of chairpersons of Treaty Bodies, contributing to the harmonization and consistency of the Rules of Procedure and Working Methods of the international system of promotion and protection of human rights. I stress that the CRPD Committee has been a pioneer, and open to changes that optimize our work.

B. Intersessional Work

Since the beginning, the Committee has worked intensely during the intersessional periods which have permitted a notable development of the TB. This has allowed us to adopt our diverse core documents for our operations. 

Currently, during our last intersessional period (14th and 15th session) we have continued developing the following processes:

a. - Drafts for the GC on Article 6 Women with disabilities.

b. - Drafts for the GC on Article 24 Right to inclusive education.

c. - Simplified reporting procedure for which we have received input from collaborating entities.

d.- Guidelines for the participation of National Human Rights Institutions in the work of the Committee. It should be noted that the Draft Resolution of the General Assembly on National Human Rights Institutions encourages treaty bodies to seek the most efficient ways of collaboration with the NHRIs. This line of work has been developed by the CRPD Committe for over 2 years and has resulted in draft guidelines for the NHRIs participation in the work of the CRPD Committee, which we hope will be adopted this year.

e.- Inquiry Procedure

f.-Preparation of a Day of General Debate on Article 19 Right to live independently and to be included in the community.

g.-Preparation of a side event for the 9COSP. 

h.- Program for the  celebration of 10 years of the CRPD, which I mentioned.

3. -Future Prospects

a. -The Committee’s Path and its synergistic work model

As we know, the committee develops strong multidimensional work. For this reason, our voice stood out at the climate change Summit and in the Human Rights Council. Likewise, we will be present at the Expert Workshop organized by the Board of Trustees of the United Nations Voluntary Fund for Victims of Torture, which will be developed in a few days from now in Geneva as well as at the Humanitarian Summit in May and at the Social Forum this October. 

b.- Emphasis on the SDG
The CRPD Committee has been emphatic in developing the connection between the human rights of persons with disabilities and the SDG, with its objectives and indicators for the 2030 Agenda. We know that our work was fruitful and we expect to continue to maintain the presence of the Committee, together with the rest of the Treaty members, in the monitoring of the aforementioned process.

The ECOSOC Resolution on guidelines for voluntary review of the SP before the High Political Level Forum expects the participation of civil society. The theme of the 2016 Forum will be "Ensuring that no one is left behind." Undoubtedly, we expect that the participation of civil society, especially organizations of persons with disabilities in these monitoring processes of the 2030 Agenda on development will be such a fruitful reality as it has been at the monitoring work of the CRPD Committee. But we also stress that this HLPF should consider the recommendations of treaty bodies, particularly  the CRPD Committee, through its COBS.    

c.- New Composition of the Committee

We find ourselves facing a new election for the CRPD Committee. From this forum we call on the 9COSP, that in the election, they consider, in a balanced manner, the various aspects that are mentioned in Article 34 of the Convention. We are certain that the new composition will maintain and elevate the excellent work of this Committee, that always considers the voice and the participation of the civil society of persons with disabilities. In similar fashion, we hope for geographic equilibrium and gender balance, considering that 3 of the current 6 female experts are going to finish our terms, and for the participation of experts with disabilities.

We have been rigorous in the application of the Addis Ababa guidelines on independence and impartiality of the experts, which has given our work a hallmark of soundness and transparency.

Thank you.
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