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Established in 1994, the Chinese Red Cross Foundation (CRCF) is a national public fundraising foundation registered with the Ministry of Civil Affairs as an independent corporation, and initiated and managed by RCSC Headquarter.
It takes “Protecting Life and Health • REDSCUE by Your Side” as its mission, is dedicated to becoming “ the most proactive, innovative and influential foundation in China”, and aims to promote the Red Cross spirit of "Humanity, Fraternity and Dedication”, improve people’s survival and development, protect human life and health, and advance the cause of world peace and social progress. In 2008, 2013 and 2018, the CRCF was consecutively awarded the title of “5A Foundation” in national social organization assessment. In 2010, 2015 and 2021, it was consecutively awarded the title of “National Advanced Social Organization” by the Ministry of Civil Affairs.
As of 2022, CRCF had paid an accumulated public welfare expenditure of RMB10 billion and provided humanitarian aid and humanitarian services covering more than 10 million people. It has won the China Charity Award seven times with 8 public welfare programs. CRCF is the winner of the title of "National Model Unit of Disaster Relief" granted by the Chinese government. CRCF is the first foundation to pass ISO 9001 quality management system certification and the SGS NGO benchmarking review, and won the honors of “RCSC Drive to Fight COVID-19: Advanced Collective”, “Annual Transparent Foundation”, “Self-Discipline Transparency Award”, “Annual Model Foundation”, 1st place in the “List of Public-Raising Foundations With Greatest Public Influence”, etc. 
1. As a non-governmental organization dedicated to promoting the Red Cross spirit of Humanity, Fraternity and Dedication, improving people’s survival and development, protecting human life and health, and advancing the cause of world peace and social progress, we are very concerned about the third performance review by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights of the United Nations on the Chinese government. We believe that for many years, the Chinese government has been caring and actively protecting the most vulnerable groups such as the poor, children and farmers, and provided active medical assistance and health interventions for them with remarkable results.
2. We appreciate the efforts made by the Chinese government. We believe that since the last round of review, the Chinese government has made remarkable achievements in implementing the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and realizing economic, social and cultural rights, especially the first-ever eradication of absolute poverty, creating more favorable conditions for the full enjoyment of human rights by the Chinese.
China strengthened legal protection for rights of the most vulnerable
3. In 2011, China promulgated the Outline for the Development of Children in China (2011-2020), clearly stipulating that from 2011 to 2020, the government shall guarantee children's basic medical care, improve the level of children's medical assistance, and increase medical assistance for children with serious illnesses and children from poor families.
4. From 2016 to 2018, in order to increase the medical support for the poor, the State Council worked with relevant ministries and commissions to formulate and issue the Guidance on Implementing Health Poverty Alleviation Projects, Action Plan for the Three-Illness Health Poverty Alleviation Project, Three-Year Action Plan for Health Poverty Alleviation, Three-Year Action Plan for Endemic Disease Prevention and Control (2018-2020), and Three-Year Action Plan for Medical Security Poverty Alleviation (2018-2020) and other documents to comprehensively improve the medical security policy system for the poor.
5. In October 2016, China issued the “Health China 2030” Planning Outline, stipulating by 2020, China would establish a basic medical and health system with Chinese characteristics covering urban and rural residents, with leading performance in main health indicators among middle and high-income countries.
6. In July 2019, the State Council issued the Opinions of the State Council on the Implementation of the Health China Action, established the Health China Action Promotion Committee, and released the Organization, Implementation and Assessment Plan for Health China Action, proposing to “help address the heavy economic burden of medical treatment on the people, with focus placed on the treatment of 10 kinds of children's blood diseases with high incidence and children's malignant tumors”.
7. In January 2020, the National Health Commission issued the Notice of the General Office of the National Health Commission on Further Improving the Treatment and Management of Major Children's Diseases. In February 2020, the Central Committee of the CPC and the State Council issued the Opinions on Deepening the Reform of the Medical Security System, requiring the increase of annual medical assistance limit and reasonable control on the proportion of out-of-pocket expenses of the poor within the scope of policy.
8. In 2021, five institutions including the Ministry of Education issued the Opinions on Comprehensively Strengthening and Improving Hygiene and Health Education at Schools in the New Era, requiring that by 2025, school conditions should meet the basic national health standards. The school's ability to respond to public health emergencies, such as prediction and judgment, precise management and control, and emergency response, shall be significantly enhanced. The health literacy of students shall be generally improved, and their awareness of disease prevention, health management capabilities, and physical health shall be significantly enhanced.
9. At present, more than 1.35 billion people have participated in the national basic medical insurance, with a stable coverage of over 95%. The medical assistance for serious and major diseases has covered the registered impoverished people in rural areas, urban and rural residents enjoying subsistence allowance, the extremely poor people, low-income elderly, minors, the severely disabled and the seriously ill patients. 
China’s social organizations provide active medical assistance and health intervention for the most vulnerable
10. Since 2009, CRCF has been carrying out the “Children with Serious Illnesses Aid Program of Central Special Lottery Welfare Fund”, helping more than 75,000 children with leukemia and congenital heart disease and directly benefiting more than 370,000 people. CRCF has also mobilized social forces extensively and raised more than RMB1 billion from social donations for children with serious illnesses. To help the government improve the medical and health conditions in poverty-stricken areas and enhance the professional capabilities of first-line doctors, CRCF has mobilized social forces, and built 2,660 Fraternity Health Hospitals (Clinics) and Health E-Stations in rural areas across the country by the end of 2021, covering 30 provinces (autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the Central Government) and the Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps, and benefiting more than 40 million people. CRCF has also provided active help to economically underdeveloped areas to improve medical and health conditions at schools, enhance the health of teenagers and children, and increase the emergency rescue capabilities in primary and secondary schools.
Suggestions on further strengthening the active provision of medical assistance and health intervention for the most vulnerable
11. In recent years, with the continuous deepening of the national medical reform and the continued progress of the "Health China" strategy, China has broadened the coverage of serious illness assistance and continued to improve the assistance level and enhance the overall protection. However, there are still problems in the existing serious illness assistance mechanism, such as outdated means of identifying persons to be helped, complicated assistance application procedures, insufficient ability of fund-raising to resist risks, complicated policies and lack of publicity and advocacy. We suggest:
12. Establishing the serious illness assistance information platform to improve the efficiency of verification and relief.
Through government information sharing, big data analysis and other technical means, a central serious illness assistance information platform shall be established to change the backward identification and verification of serious illness assistance, and realize functions such as online application, verification and approval, and information inquiry of serious illness assistance. At the same time, it shall realize data sharing with civil affairs, human resources, social security, poverty alleviation, public security, land resources, finance and other institutions to realize the rapid screening of people to be helped.
13. Vigorously promoting the construction of grassroots medical system to reduce the medical burden on the poor.
Efforts shall be made to accelerate the construction of the grassroots medical and health service system, improve the level of grassroots medical services, promote the multi-tiered diagnosis and treatment system, and direct the public to use health resources reasonably and seek for medical treatment at the nearest locations in a timely manner, to control the disease at an early stage, realize multi-party protection providing medical insurance for minor illnesses and assistance for serious illnesses, and reduce the burden of medical treatment.

