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Opening of the session, 17 May 2021

UNICEF statement


Mister Chair, dear Committee members, dear colleagues, 

On UNICEF’s behalf I first would like to acknowledge the contribution of the outgoing Chair and Bureau and commend them for their work over the past two years, and especially the last months that have obviously been particularly challenging. We look forward to enjoying the same fruitful cooperation with the incoming Chair and Bureau. We also wish to welcome the new members, congratulate them on their election and assure them of our support in the years to come. 

I will start with an update of activities of direct relevance to the work of the Committee. 

[bookmark: _Hlk71718101]First -- We have started to develop guidance on how UNICEF offices can consolidate more systematic information on the realization of children’s rights to access justice and to seek effective remedies for violations of their rights. As discussed already, we believe that the issue, while at the core of a child rights approach, is still very much neglected and misunderstood by the international community and duty-bearers, leaving an important gap in the consideration of children as rights-holders. With calls for accountability, especially from children themselves, growing louder, we believe that now is the moment to elevate the issue and to collectively do more. We stand ready to work together with the Committee and civil society on this matter. 
Second – Together with Child Rights Connect, we have added guidance on child participation in the reporting process in our online toolkit and have started to organize briefing sessions for UNICEF country offices on the various ways in which they could support. We thank those of you who are taken active part in these discussions (sometimes in the middle of the night!), and will aim at documenting good practices as they start to come in. 

Third – We have started to prepare guidance for UNICEF offices – and possibly States – on how to beef up reporting on issues of public financing and budgeting, in line with the General Comment 19. There will also be a capacity building component that we are currently discussing. I’ll reach out to you soon with more details, also to seek your views on what would be most useful to your work. 

A few words now on further dissemination of our report Realizing Rights, Changing Lives, prepared together with the Universal Rights Group, that was launched at the end of last year. As you will remember, the study demonstrates how engagement with human rights mechanisms, including the CRC Committee, brings measurable results and positive change in children’s lives and was welcomed as a first-of-its-kind assessment of the unique contribution of human rights mechanism in triggering concrete changes on the ground, when leveraged in ongoing, consistent and strategic ways. 

Since the beginning of the year, we have been organizing regional discussions around the findings of the study, and around synergies and linkages between the international mechanisms and national ones – such as IHRI – on the one hand, and between the international mechanisms and the regional ones – such as the African Expert Committee on the Rights and Welfare of the Child, on the other hand. Many thanks in this case too to those among you who have participated or will participate in upcoming webinars. 

Before concluding, I’d like to share a few words on the new UNICEF Strategic Plan for the period 2022 to 2025 that is currently being developed. A draft version will be presented to our Board in June, and a final version in September. For the first time, more than 200,000 children have engaged through U-Report, online surveys and consultation workshops organized in 30 countries. 

As previous ones, the new SP is driven by the CRC, and reiterates that it anchors all of UNICEF’s work. The new SP very much builds on the previous one, while of course addressing the challenges posed by the pandemic, the global recession, and the climate crisis. The draft plan that will be submitted for consideration to our Board includes five Goal Areas, as follows: 

Working with communities, governments, businesses and other partners, UNICEF in the next 4 years will first aim to strengthen the programmes and systems related to children’s and adolescents’ survival, health and well-being – including immunization, nutrition, ECD, mental health and water and sanitation. Second, we will continue to ‘reimagine education’, including through new digital delivery platforms, to provide every child with the education and skills they need. Third, we will continue to provide support so that children are protected from all forms of violence, discrimination, exploitation, abuse, neglect and harmful practices. Fourth, we will expand our work on social policy and social protection, to ensure that children live free of poverty, and that national budgets prioritize children and support families in new and innovative ways as they cope with the ongoing economic fallout of the pandemic. Fifth, as we stay and deliver during humanitarian crises, we will continue to improve the timeliness and quality of our humanitarian preparedness and response, to save lives and protect rights in a way that builds a foundation for lasting development.

We look forward to continuing partnering with you, as well as with civil society and other UN entities, as we complete the work under the current SP and move to the next one. 

I wish you all the best for the session. 

Thank you. 
