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SRI LANKA
In view of the 128th session of the Human Rights Committee, the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty, Reprieve and the FIDH, would like to communicate several points concerning the situation of the death penalty in Sri Lanka.
FIDH (International Federation for Human Rights) is an international human rights NGO federating 192 organisations from 172 countries. Since 1922, FIDH has been defending all civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights as set out in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
Reprieve is a London-based international human rights organisation which provides free legal and investigative support to some of the world’s most vulnerable people: those facing execution, and those victimised by states’ abusive counter-terror policies – rendition, torture, extrajudicial imprisonment and extrajudicial killing.
The World Coalition Against the Death Penalty (The World Coalition) gathers 160 members: human rights organizations, professional associations and local authorities on the five continents who have united to campaign for the universal abolition of the death penalty. It was founded in 2002 in Rome. Its actions include the World Day Against the Death Penalty, a ratification campaign of the United Nations Protocol aiming at the abolition of the death penalty, and a campaign for the implementation of the UNGA moratorium resolution.

Death penalty
1. In addition to information given in the 6th periodic report submitted by Sri Lanka in February 2019 in paragraphs 68 and 144, FIDH and the World Coalition would like to stress the following points:
2. FIDH and the World Coalition express their grave concern at the announcement in June 2019 that four executions for drug-related offences were scheduled to be carried out in Sri Lanka
. Plans to resume the implementation of the death penalty in the country for the first time in more than 40 years were only stopped by an interim order of the Supreme Court that the death penalty should not be carried out until 30 October 2019. The stay was then extended until 10 December
 and again until 20 March 2020
.
3. Following the recent announcement made by the newly appointed Minister of Justice to implement the death penalty for drug-related offenses, the resumption of executions remains a possibility
.
4. A Member of Parliament tabled a bill to abolish the death penalty in August 2019. The bill will be discussed in the parliament again in early 2020.
5. FIDH and the World Coalition Against the Death Penalty thus recommends that the Human Rights Committee asks the government of Sri Lanka:
- to establish an official moratorium on all executions effective immediately, and 
- to adopt the draft bill to abolish the death penalty.
� 	� HYPERLINK "https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/desperate-president-sirisena-preps-for-secret-execution/" �https://www.colombotelegraph.com/index.php/desperate-president-sirisena-preps-for-secret-execution/�  


�	 � HYPERLINK "http://colombogazette.com/2019/10/29/interim-order-against-death-sentence-extended-till-10-december/"��http://colombogazette.com/2019/10/29/interim-order-against-death-sentence-extended-till-10-december/� 


�	 � HYPERLINK "http://colombogazette.com/2019/12/09/interim-order-preventing-implementation-of-death-penalty-extended/"��http://colombogazette.com/2019/12/09/interim-order-preventing-implementation-of-death-penalty-extended/� 


�	 � HYPERLINK "http://colombogazette.com/2020/01/01/justice-minister-backs-death-penalty-for-drug-smugglers/"��http://colombogazette.com/2020/01/01/justice-minister-backs-death-penalty-for-drug-smugglers/� 






