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Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities
14 Session, 17 August - 04 September 2015

Statement by UN Women  

to the opening meeting
Members of the Committee, 
UN Women welcomes the opportunity to participate in this session. We thank OHCHR for delivering this statement on our behalf as we were unfortunately not able to attend the meeting. 

The empowerment of women with disabilities is of great priority for UN Women as it falls clearly within our broader mandate to advance gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls. UN Women strongly promotes inclusiveness, focusing on the poorest and most excluded groups, including women with disabilities.  
UN Women therefore welcomes the decision of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities to draft a General Comment on Article 6 on women with disabilities. Regrettably we were unable to submit our suggestions on the draft General Comment before the deadline of the 24th July and would therefore like, with your indulgence, to take the opportunity to do so today. 
Before doing so, however, we would like to give you a brief update on developments in relation to UN Women’s engagement for women with disabilities.

· UN Women has participated in the Conference of States Parties to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and co-organized side events on women and girls with disabilities, including during the eighth session held in June 2015 in New York. 

· In 2015, UN Women joined the United Nations Partnership to Promote Rights of Persons with Disabilities Fund (UNPRPD), which expands funding opportunities for UN Women with suitable projects for the rights of women and girls with disabilities.   

· Special consideration is given to women and girls with disabilities in a number of UN Women’s programmes. For example, most recently, UN Women in Georgia supported a Training on “Gender Aspects of the Conventions of the Children’s Rights, Rights of persons with Disabilities and Rights of Ethnic Minorities and Their Application” within the Project “Innovative Action for Gender Equality“. 

· Thanks to the UN system’s coherent advocacy, concerns of women with disabilities are reflected in some major intergovernmental processes and their outcome documents, including the agreed conclusions adopted at the 58th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (March 2014), which has substantive references to disability inclusive development and the rights of women and girls with disabilities. 
Moving on to the draft General Comment, we would like to suggest a few priority issues for consideration  by the Committee, some of which have already been raised by other actors commenting on the first draft of the General Comment:
· Respecting, protecting and fulfilling the rights of women and girls with disabilities as right holders entitled to the full and equal exercise and enjoyment of all human rights and fundamental freedoms
· Structural factors that cause and reproduce gender inequalities and discrimination in the economic, social and political domains 
· Integration of gender dimensions into all legislation, disability and development policies, plans and budgets as well as crisis and humanitarian programming and action 
· Participation and leadership of women with disabilities in the design, implementation and evaluation of policies and activities, including by strengthening the capacity of women with disabilities to advocate for their rights;  consulting different groups of women and girls with disabilities; political participation, involvement in decision-making and representation; participation in peace-building processes; and decision making in the private sphere

· Attitudes and stereotypes causing and upholding unequal power relations between boys and girls, and men and women in the public and private spheres
· Access, use and control of productive resources, and inheritance rights, as well as to accessible information and communications technologies. 

· Full employment and decent work for women with disabilities, including reasonable accommodation
· Adequate standard of living for women and girls with disabilities and livelihood diversification of women with disabilities including through technical and vocational education and training, and financial resources 

· Universal access to accessible essential services such as safe drinking water, basic sanitation and hygiene, energy, education and health, including reproductive and sexual health
· Public investments in accessible infrastructure and social services which could facilitate women and girl’s engagement with a wide range of rights (including the right to work and rights at work, the right to education, the right to healthcare, and the right to political participation) 

· Ending violence against women and girls with disabilities who are at greater risk of violence, including by carers in the family and institutions; and in crisis, conflict, and humanitarian contexts; including in the context of sexual and reproductive health and rights
· Partnerships and support from men and boys with disabilities in promoting gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls with disabilities
· Gender-sensitive disability statistics, including sex- and age-disaggregated data, among other variables; and relevant gender-sensitive disability indicators to inform the design, implementation and evaluation and monitoring of disability inclusive legislation, policies and strategies

· Implementation, evaluation and monitoring of the 2030 Agenda including women and girls with disabilities in their diversity as right holders, and their organizations in all related processes

· Building on the intersections and synergies between existing human rights treaties, in particular the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, the Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. In this regard, we support UNICEF’s proposal. We believe that using these three treaties together “enables a more comprehensive human rights-based approach that takes into account specific vulnerabilities based on age, gender, and disability that result in violence and discrimination against women and children and women and children with disabilities. The three treaties also bring comparative strengths to the overall pursuit of all women’s and children’s rights.” 
· Recognizing the twin track approach of the Convention, with equality between women and men as one of the principles of the Convention, Article 6 on women with disabilities, and several provisions that make specific reference to women, gender or sex, the General Comment on Article 6 must address how, in addition to in addition to specific focus on women and girls with disabilities,  gender perspectives can be mainstreamed on the implementation and monitoring the implementation of all provisions of the Convention. In this regards, we agree with UNICEF that Section IV (paragraphs 61-68) on implementation at the national level, could be particularly strengthened and provide more detailed, specific recommendations.
With your permission, dear Members of the Committee and colleagues in the Secretariat, UN Women is available to provide clarification on its proposals, and assistance as needed. 
I thank you.

