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Dominica’s report to the Human Rights Committee
Dominica is being examined by the Committee in the absence of a state party report. In the List of Issues for Dominica (CCPR/C/DMA/Q/1), the Committee notes that corporal punishment is still on the statute books and asks what measures have been taken to abolish it (Question 14). There is no available written reply from the Government.

Corporal punishment of children in Dominica
Corporal punishment of children in Dominica is lawful in all settings. Article 5 of the Children and Young Persons Act (1970) confirms “the right of any parent, teacher or other person having the lawful control or charge of a juvenile to administer reasonable punishment to him”. Article 49 of the Education Act (1997) allows for corporal punishment to be inflicted by the principal, deputy principal or a designated teacher “where no other punishment is considered suitable or effective”.  Flogging as a sentence for crime is authorised in the Juvenile Offenders’ Punishment Act (1881), the Corporal Punishment Act (1987) and the Magistrate’s Code of Procedure Act (1961). Institutions for young people in conflict with the law also allow corporal punishment, with no explicit prohibition in the Children and Young Persons Welfare Act (1972) or the Government Training School Act (1970) and express provision for corporal punishment in article 33 of the Prisons Act (1877) and articles 47 and 48 of the Prison Rules (1956). Article 54 of the Education (Early Childhood) Regulations (2003) explicitly prohibits corporal punishment in early childhood education facilities, but it is lawful in other alternative care settings under article 5 of the Children and Young Persons Act.

Recommendations to prohibit corporal punishment of children have been made by the Committee on the Rights of the Child
 and during Dominica’s Universal Periodic Review in 2009.
 The Government rejected the UPR recommendations, stating that corporal punishment in schools is not applied arbitrarily and that the Government has no intention of removing corporal punishment from the statute books.

The Human Rights Committee’s recommendations to Dominica
We hope the Human Rights Committee will recommend that Dominica should:

· fulfil its human rights obligations under the ICCPR and other treaties which it has ratified by explicitly prohibiting corporal punishment of children in all settings, including the home and as a sentence of the courts, as a matter of urgency. 
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