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Inclusion of persons with disabilities in disaster risk reduction in London in line with article 11 of the UN Convection on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. 

There are over 12.2 million people with disabilities in the UK of which 1.4 million live in London. London as a capital city is at risk of terrorist attacks, weather related disasters and epidemics all of which could differentially affect people with disabilities. 

Currently there is a window of opportunity to mitigate any risks a disaster could pose to the population of people with disabilities by proactively putting in place appropriately inclusive policies and plans.  This has been highlighted most recently the Grenfell flat fires have only heightened the need for institutional change.

I recently undertook research for a Master’s degree at University College London by interviewing people who actively work for governmental/ NGOs with a focus on disability and disaster preparedness in London. 

The key messages from the participants were:
· There should be a greater role played by disabled people’s organisations and they should be leading campaigns to raise awareness regarding this issue. 
· People with disabilities should be given an active role in advising on and formulating policies and guidelines regarding disaster preparedness and planning. 
· Demonstrable willingness by individuals on the London Resilience Team to a) gain tailored training and advice regarding disability and disaster planning; and b) an eagerness to practically trial these recommendations out in live exercises
· To ensure plans put in place are robust, practical and meets the needs of people with disabilities.  
· DPOs to be invited to join the London Resilience Team so that people with disabilities can be represented
·  DPOs to actively raise awareness and campaign for the inclusion of People with Disabilities in disaster plans as well as being given an active role in informing these plans 
· DPOs and the London Resilience Team to work in partnership raising awareness of this issue and campaigning for the government to implement national guidelines 
· London to develop its own policy and guidelines on disaster preparedness/planning in co-production with people with disabilities.
·  All plans to be tried and tested in live exercises involving people with a wide range of impairments
·  London resilience Team to complete a formal review of both the Sendai Framework and The Word Humanitarian summit charter to identify practical ways to implement robust strategies  
· People with a wide range of impairments to be given a platform to engage and actively involved in disaster planning and preparedness in London.   
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