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17 December 2018
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on Follow-up on Concluding Observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honor to refer to the examination of the combined seventh and eighth periodic report of France, at the Committee’s sixty-fourth session, held in July 2016. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/FRA/CO/7-8) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 56 on follow-up on the concluding observations, the Committee requested France to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 15 (a) and (d) and 33 (a) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with a one-month delay in August 2018 (CEDAW/C/FRA/CO/7-8/Add.1) under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its seventy-first session, held in November 2018 in Geneva, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 15 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “ensure that gender equality issues continue to be dealt with by a full-fledged ministry, with a strong mandate and the human, technical and financial resources necessary to effectively coordinate gender equality plans, policies and programmes in all areas and at all levels of government”: 
 The Committee takes note of the information provided by the State party regarding the establishment in May 2017 of a State Secretariat for Gender Equality that has a direct reporting line to the Prime Minister. It also notes that the mandate of the State Secretariat is “to eliminate all forms of gender-based discriminations and to boost safeguards of equality in the political, economic, professional, educational, social, medical and cultural spheres” with an inter-ministerial dimension. It however regrets the absence of information on human, technical and financial resources allocated to the State Secretariat to effectively coordinate gender equality plans, policies and programmes. The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory.

His Excellency

Mr. François Rivasseau
Permanent Representative of France
   to the United Nations Office at Geneva

Villa "Les Ormeaux", Route de Pregny 36

1292 Chambésy
Email: missionfrance@bluewin.ch


In relation to the recommendation urging the State party to “allocate sufficient human, technical and financial resources to the High Council for Gender Equality to allow it to fulfil its mandate”:


The Committee takes notes of the information provided by the State party that the High Council for Gender Equality has been allocated with € 44,000 for annual operation costs, five full-time staff members and the remuneration for the Chair of the Council, as well as the necessary infrastructure. It however regrets that resource allocations have not been increased since the dialogue with the State party in 2016 and that they are still very limited in comparison with the mandate of the Council. The Committee considers that the State party did not take steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.


The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.


With regards to the recommendation urging the State party to “expedite the adoption of the draft law on equality and citizenship, which will institute and ensure the sustainability of the High Council in the institutional landscape”:


The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the adoption of Act No. 2017-86 of 27 January 2017 on equality and citizenship, which defines the missions of the High Council of Gender Equality in the institutional landscape, such as consultations with civil society and assessment of equality policies in the State party. The Committee considers that the State party took significant steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been implemented.


The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, and responds fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is satisfactory.


Regarding the recommendation urging the State party to “ensure that the other two institutions [the National Consultative Commission for Human Rights and the Office of the Defender of Rights] also receive the necessary means, in particular to allow the National Consultative Commission for Human Rights to fully play its role in view of the new functions that it has received [rapporteur for the trafficking and exploitation of human beings]”:


The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the amendment of  article 1 of the Act No. 2007- 292 of March 2007, which strengthened the independence of the National Consultative Commission for Human Rights from the administrative or governmental authorities; it also welcomes that the Commission participated in  the assessment made in 2017 on the implementation of the National Action Plan against Human Trafficking and that since 27 April 2017 it is mandated to monitor and assess the national action plan on business and human rights. It also takes note of the increase of staff members and volunteers working for the Office of the Defender of Rights and regrets that it is difficult for it to evaluate if the resources for the actual work of the Defender has been reduced in 2017.   The Committee considers that the State party took some steps to implement the recommendations. It considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented.


The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is thorough and extensive, but fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory (in particular no information was provided on the resources of the Commission).

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 15 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Ensure that the State Secretariat has all necessary resources to effectively coordinate gender equality plans, policies and programmes in all areas and at all levels of government.
2.
Allocate sufficient human, technical and financial resources to the High Council for Gender Equality to enable it to fulfil its mandate.
3.
Provide the National Consultative Commission for Human Rights with the necessary means to fully play its role of the new functions that it has received.
In relation to the recommendation made in paragraph 33 of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “mandate a comprehensive study to determine the impact of Act No. 2004-228 banning the wearing of religious symbols in schools on the right to education of girls (see CEDAW/C/FRA/CO/6, para. 20) and their inclusion in all facets of French society as full members of the community, and indicate remedies, if needed”:
The Committee take notes of the information provided by the State party on the absence of lawsuits in the administrative court regarding Act. No. 2004-228. It however regrets the lack of measures taken by the State party to conduct a comprehensive study on the impact of the Act, as well as the absence of information on policies or programmes to include girls in all facets of French society as full members of the Community and on relevant remedies. The Committee considers that the State party has not taken sufficient steps to implement the recommendation. It considers that the recommendation has not been implemented.

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State party is incomplete and fails to address the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 33 of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to:

1.
Conduct a comprehensive study to determine the impact of the Act No. 2004- 228 banning the wearing of religious symbols in schools on the rights to education of girls and their inclusion in all facets of French society as full members of the society.

2.
Provide remedies if needed to fulfil the right to education of girls and their inclusion.
Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.
Yours sincerely,
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Hilary Gbedemah 
Rapporteur on follow-up
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