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Non-governmental Report Submitted by CUAES to the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

1. As a non-governmental organization that studies ethnic theories and policies in China, CUAES has members from broad base of research institutions and academic groups in China. We attach great importance to China’s third report on the implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in 2019. We believe that the Chinese government has made unremitting efforts and also reaped remarkable achievements in promoting and protecting the economic, social and cultural rights of the people in recent years, whilst facing some difficulties and challenges.
2. It is noted that the Chinese government guarantees that all power of the State belongs to the people and the people are the master of the State. The Constitution of the People’s Republic of China clearly stipulates: “All power in the People’s Republic of China belongs to the people, and the organs through which the people exercise state power are the National People’s Congress and the local people’s congresses at all levels. The people’s congress system is the fundamental political system of China.” China has formed a five-pronged development pattern featuring economic, political, cultural, social and ecological progress, and the Chinese people have enjoyed their concerned rights more fully.
3. China provides legal guarantee for the full realization of the people’s economic, social and cultural rights. Proceeding from its national conditions, China has formed a series of legal systems including The Civil Code of the People’s Republic of China aimed at safeguarding citizens’ economic, social and cultural rights, with the Constitution as the core. It has made comprehensive stipulations on citizens’ rights to labor, to rest, to education, to conduct scientific research and cultural activities, to obtain material assistance from the state and society when they are old, ill or disabled, to legal property ownership, to private property inheritance, and to gender equality. While focusing on its own development, China has always been committed to providing assistance within its capacity to other developing countries in economic difficulties and shouldering its due international obligations. For example, as the COVID-19 pandemic continues to spread around the world, China has provided assistance and support to more than 120 countries and international organizations, including over 2.2 billion doses of COVID-19 vaccines, which ranks it first in the world.
4. China has adopted the promotion and realization of gender equality as one of its basic state policies to pursue national and social development, and has established a sound legal system aimed at protecting women and children. The Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Women promulgated in 1992 emphasized that women and men have equal personality and dignity, as well as equal rights and status. It also made clear provisions on the basic rights that women should enjoy in politics, economy, culture and education, personal protection, and family and social life. The China National Program for Women’s Development (2021-2030) was released in 2021. In October 2022, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on the Protection of Rights and Interests of Women was revised and adopted. The 13th Five-Year Plan elaborated the goals and tasks for promoting women’s all-round development and corresponding special action plans. The fourth National Human Rights Action Plan of China expanded and further elaborated the protection of women’s rights. The outline of Healthy China 2030 includes a special section on improving the health of women and children. In Xinjiang, for example, women’s economic, social and family status has been continuously improved, and women of all ethnic groups enjoy more opportunities to participate in economic and social activities. In 2019, 228,100 new jobs taken up by women were created in urban areas of Xinjiang, accounting for 47.43% of the total.
5. China emphasizes the protection of labor rights and interests. Set up of the minimum wage is to ensure the basic living conditions for individual workers and their family members. At present, the minimum wage system has been established and implemented in 30 provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the central government in China. The Chinese government attaches great importance to workers’ right to rest and vacation. Currently, workers in China work no more than eight hours a day and no more than 40 hours a week on average. Under the Labor Law of the People’s Republic of China, workers have the right to statutory holidays and at least one day off each week. The Chinese government has always given high priority to work safety and labor protection. In 2021, the Law of the People’s Republic of China on Work Safety was revised and adopted, which, with the goal of establishing a long-term mechanism for work safety and reducing casualties and accidents, elaborates further efforts to strengthen the legal and institutional building of work safety. For example, strict measures are taken in Xinjiang to protect workers’ legitimate rights and interests in employment, remuneration, social insurance, rest and vacation, and occupational safety. Xinjiang has put in place a supervision system to safeguard workers’ rights and interests.
6. It is noticed that China has always advanced the promotion and protection of workers’ rights. The Constitution, Trade Union Law, Labor Law and other relevant laws of China clearly grant workers the right to freedom of association, voluntary organization and participation in trade unions. Article 35 of the Constitution stipulates: “Citizens of the People’s Republic of China enjoy freedom of speech, the press, assembly, association, procession and demonstration.” Under the Trade Union Law, All-China Federation of Trade Unions shall be established as a unified national organization. As of the end of September 2017, there were 300 million trade union members and the number of grassroots trade unions reached 2.809 million, covering 6.551 million enterprises and public institutions. The Federation formulated the Work Plan for Deepening Collective Bargaining (2014-2018) and the Opinions on Improving the Quality of Collective Bargaining and Enhancing the Effectiveness of Collective Contracts in accordance with the law, to promote the system of equal consultation and collective contracts. By the end of 2021, Xinjiang had 35,919 grassroots trade unions, covering 94,756 enterprises and public institutions and 4.437 million workers. There were 4.255 million trade union members.
7. The Chinese government is committed to building a sound social security system compatible with the socialist market economic system. Xinjiang has implemented a universal insurance system, and the penetration of basic old-age insurance for urban and rural residents remained above 95%. The unemployment, work-related injury and maternity insurance systems have been extended to all occupational groups. Tibet has achieved 100% penetration of social insurance, and established a comprehensive social security system covering all urban and rural residents, which mainly consists of pension, medical, unemployment, work-related injury and maternity insurance.
8. Upholding a people-centered philosophy of development, the Chinese government has delivered the benefits of economic growth to the people, stepped up efforts to ensure people’s livelihood, comprehensively improved people’s access to childcare, education, employment, medical services, elderly care, housing and social assistance, and realized the people’s aspiration for a better life. In 2021, China’s GDP totaled RMB 114,367 billion, the annual per capita disposable income of residents reached RMB 35,128, and China boasted the world’s largest middle-income group. By 2020, China has lifted all 98.99 million rural people living below the current poverty line out of poverty, removed all impoverished counties from the poverty list, eliminated absolute poverty and regional overall poverty, and achieved the poverty reduction target set in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 10 years ahead of schedule. Xinjiang used to be one of the main battlefields in China’s fight against poverty. The four prefectures in southern Xinjiang have a highly-concentrated impoverished population and suffered from high costs of poverty reduction. Xinjiang had reduced its poverty incidence from 25.4% in 2012 to the eradication of absolute poverty by the end of 2020. With 341,000 people lifted out of poverty on average every year and the poverty incidence rate decreasing by 3.2 percentage points annually, Xinjiang has achieved poverty alleviation on schedule together with the rest of the country. Tibet is the only contiguous poverty-stricken area at the provincial level. It also has the highest incidence and degree of poverty and suffers from the highest cost of poverty alleviation and the greatest difficulty in getting rid of poverty in China. By the end of 2019, all 628,000 registered poor people in Tibet had been lifted out of poverty, all 74 poverty-stricken counties and districts had been removed from the poverty list, and the conditions of education, medical care, housing and drinking water had been significantly improved.
9. China ranks first in the world in terms of education scale, providing free nine-year compulsory education for all and having established a mechanism to ensure the funding of compulsory education for both urban and rural areas. Since 2012, China’s total expenditure on education has increased from RMB 2.4 trillion in 2011 to RMB 5.8 trillion in 2021, 80% of which comes from government funding for education. In 2021, China’s average general public budget expenditure per student was RMB 9,506 for kindergartens, RMB 12,381 for ordinary primary schools, RMB 17,772 for ordinary middle schools, RMB 18,809 for ordinary high schools, RMB 17,095 for secondary vocational schools and RMB22,586 for ordinary institutions of higher education, 3.3 times, 2.2 times, 2.4 times, 2.5 times, 2.1 times and 1.5 times that of 2011 respectively. In addition, China fully protects the right of ethnic minorities to receive education. China steps up efforts to promote preschool education, make nine-year compulsory education universal, and provide 15-year free education in some ethnic minority areas. Besides implementing the preferential policies for ethnic minority students in the college entrance examination, the High-level Backbone Talent Program for Ethnic Minorities and the targeted enrollment, China has offered classes for ethnic minorities from Tibet and Xinjiang in some economically developed cities, as well as opening preparatory courses and special classes for ethnic minorities at colleges and schools, in a bid to ensure that ethnic minority students have access to quality education.
10. China guarantees all people’s right to participate in cultural activities and benefit from scientific and technological progress. In 2017 and 2018, the Law on the Guarantee of Public Cultural Services and the Law on Public Libraries were enacted, which incorporated the development of the cultural industry into China’s overall development strategy and constantly increase investment. In 2021, China spent RMB 113.288 billion on culture and tourism, accounting for 0.46% of the state expenditure. A network of public cultural facilities covering both urban and rural areas has been formed. There are cultural centers and libraries in every county and cultural stations in every township, thus improving access to cultural life. Since 2014, the central government has devoted RMB 4.392 billion to protecting intangible cultural heritage and cultural diversity. Various activities are regularly organized, including national ethnic minority cultural performances, traditional sports meets, Horse Awards for literary creation, vocal music and dance performances, drama performances, etc. China’s ethnic minority film project is also launched to strengthen the culture building of ethnic minorities.
11. Despite the efforts made by the Chinese government, China, the world’s largest developing country, is still faced with unbalance and inadequacy in its development. People’s well-being still remains to be improved in many aspects and people are still dissatisfied with education, medical care, elderly care, housing, food and drug safety, income distribution, etc. With the slowdown of world economic growth, the rise of protectionism and unilateralism and the impact on international economic and trade cooperation, Chinese economic and social development is confronted with the growing external imported risks. Therefore, China must overcome a series of realistic difficulties and challenges in promoting and protecting people’s economic, social and cultural rights.
12. We hope that the Communist Party of China and the Chinese government will lead the Chinese people of all ethnic groups in making joint efforts to build China into a great modern socialist country in all respects, realize the Second Centennial Goal, and comprehensively promote the great rejuvenation of the Chinese nation through Chinese-style modernization in line with the established guidelines and goals. We expect that the Chinese government will take more measures to further promote and protect the economic, social and cultural rights of the people and ensure the implementation of the protection of every right after reviewing the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.
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