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Introductory Statement:

Preliminary consultation with Minister of Presidential Affairs

State House, Windhoek. 13 July 2006

The BWS, on behalf of all concerned Namibians would like to express its heartfelt gratitude and admiration to His Excellency, President Hifikepunye Pohamba, for having agreed to grant us a moment to have preliminary audience with State House. We would also like to thank Minister of Presidential Affairs, Hon. Dr. Albert Kawana, for making time available to lend an ear to what we have to say.

It is indeed the first time in the last sixteen years that such a consultation takes place on the premises of State House and we would like you to understand it as a great moment for all those on whose behalf we pay this visit to you. We trust that this preliminary consultation is going to lay the foundation of continued dialogue between Namibians whose lives and experiences have crossed each other at the wrong point during our struggle.

The Breaking the Wall of Silence (BWS) was formed in March 1996 by Ex-detainees, relatives and friends of the missing people, and concerned Namibians. BWS has grown and matured over many years and within the matter it deals with, from an angry and traumatised group with a tiny and consistent core of leadership and its guidance into an apolitical entity that seeks to address our neglected in-house conflicts without fear or favour. We realise, understand and recognise the complexities of this mammoth task and the challenges that lie for each one of us.

If we knew that, because of these complexities, no one would overcome these upheavals of facing ourselves, we would not have started this process and if we did not think that the sun would again rise in the same position as usual, but for a day like this we would not have remained steadfast to this day in State House. We do not and will never see this day as a submission by Your Excellency and that of your government, neither by the ruling Party, SWAPO or by anyone whose image is linked to the ugly chapters of our past we all agree to regret.

The BWS may have seemed to address an issue of less importance or perhaps an issue of extreme sensitivity. Yes, but experience has helped us to develop our understanding about the realm and the consequences of keeping our conflicts covered. As stated above, if we did not know the size and the sensitivity of the issue we were set to deal with when we started BWS and more so at a time when many people only now begin to talk about conflict, we would not have been here today. Although we feel very relieved, we do not boast about our being at State House today.

We all know the impact of our ugly encounters over a decade in our recent past in exile. We have vowed and counselled ourselves amidst and through years of sorrow, anger, hatred, vengeance, and trauma to adopt a sense of maturity. It is therefore a task that we set ourselves to do the right thing. Our sentiments, vocabulary and outlook have developed and are continuing to develop over the past seventeen years.

Our agony and terrible experiences as cadres in SWAPO can no more be said to go down in history as a loss that has devastated many social groups and families. Such experiences should rather be used to salvage distrust and to promote a culture of openness. We are set to join hands with even those we have persistently called “the perpetrators”. We know that the people who find it the most difficult to confront this issue are the ones who have been in the forefront of abuse of our rights. We do not see this difficulty as arrogance or self-pride, nor as a weakness. We rather see it as a sign of uncertainty.

A very rare pastoral approach is of late emerging where out of uncertainty a number of the “perpetrators” approach their Christian congregations because they can no longer live with what happened in their lives. This effort has taken that approach because these people have feared to speak to us as victims because of our perceived anger and hatred.

True as it has been all along, we had been and still are in some regard living with anger, but some of these events have widened the lenses of our eyes.

We are, as we have been for a quite a while, working on a truly national approach to reconciliation. We cannot think of such a process without dialogue. We cannot think of it without building trust and confidence and we cannot think of it without time, patience and perseverance. We cannot think of it without disagreements for agreements.

In this process we need your goodwill, which you have already shown. Our meeting today with Hon. Minister Kawana, is our consultation with you.

We have moved step by step until where we are today and we understand the gravity of this issue. We therefore want to convey to our state of mind and devastation of dignity that has not only affected us as former prisoners of Lubango and families of the missing people, but a number of segments of our population. The effects of Lubango are mistrust and suspicion, disunity, disrespect, uncertainty and harbouring of vengeance.

At the same time we would like to convey to you, Your Excellency, our relentlessness to endeavour into a process that would heal the emotions, wounds and scars of all of us on this side of the flames that separate us, and of those on the other side of the flames. We have to extinguish the river of flames and to thereby allow a river of clear waters to flow. We shall then be able to wash our faces in that clear water forever.

Our visit to you therefore is to foster trust and to open a door of continued dialogue. We pledge to maintain this initiative and to educate our families and the public about the need to open a dialogue that will ultimately lead to the day when we will lay to rest the souls of the missing people, the victims and all those implicated in this discord.

We have and are continuing to consult relevant stakeholders in the forms of individuals, groups, congregations, etc.

Our aim is to reach a level at which we can establish a multifaceted platform of consultation around which we can conduct an exercise of salvation. Such a platform should address and map out ways in which the fears and uncertainties of all our people implicated in our in-house conflict. Our divergences can only help us to unite and to inspire those that have also wronged against us in the not so distant past of colonialism. Our children will learn to resolve any potential conflicts through a process of dialogue.

It is also important to stress we do not want to be copy cats of what others have done, e.g. in South Africa. We can only be inspired by our South African brothers and sisters, because that inspiration helps us to reconcile by own design.

We have also learned not to go too fast ahead of others, who have not come to terms with their past, now that we are in a way able to deal with our pains to be as quick and as advanced in understanding and dealing with their own self. But we reiterate that we are willing, prepared and ready to help all others to overcome our fears and uncertainties. If we do not do it first who will take it on?

We do not feel that we were not able to deal with our adversaries or that they were refusing to do so. The lessons of time are great and you, Your Excellency must realise that the day has dawned on you when we are able to speak about issues we manage. We believe that an unmanageable conflict is not a conflict but a lost hope. Many other pertinent and at times delicate issues have dawned on you, Your Excellency. We have not come to blame, we have not come cry
 for compensation, we have not come to ask you to accept guilt and to ask for forgiveness. We have come ask you to take note of us and we are doing and know who we are. We are children of this country and we love this country and its people as we had always done.

We wish you courage, strength and good health and we pray that God bestows wisdom upon 
Signed: Pauline Dempers
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