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		Report of the Committee on the
		Elimination of Discrimination
		against Women

		Seventy-second session
	(18 February – 8 March 2019)

Chapter I
		Matters brought to the attention of States parties
		Decisions
		Decision 72/1
Election of the Chair
On 18 February 2019, the Committee elected Hilary Gbedemah as the Chair of the Committee.
		Decision 72/2
Election of Vice-Chairs and Rapporteur
On 18 February 2019, the Committee also elected the other officers of the Committee as follows: Gladys Acosta Vargas, Vice Chair; Nicole Ameline, Vice Chair; Bandana Rana, Vice-Chair; and Lia Nadaraia, Rapporteur.
		Decision 72/3
Working Group on Communications
The Committee elected the members of the working group on communications as follows: Nicole Ameline, Gladys Acosta Vargas, Nahla Haidar, Dalia Leinarte, and Aruna Narain.
		Decision 72/4
Working Group on Inquiries
The Committee elected the members of the working group on inquiries as follows: Gunnar Bergby, Marion Bethel, Lia Nadaraia, Rosario Manalo, and Aicha Vall Verges. 
	Decision 72/5
Appointment of rapporteur on follow-up and alternate rapporteur 
The Committee decided to appoint Lia Nadaraia as rapporteur on follow-up and Esther Eghobamien as alternate rapporteur, both for a period of two years from 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2020.
		Decision 72/6
Revision of the Joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful practices
On 4 March 2019, the Committee adopted a decision to revise the joint General Comment/Recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women and No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful practices as follows:
[bookmark: _GoBack](a)	Delete the last sentence in paragraph 20 that permits marriage at 16 years in exceptional circumstances. Hence the paragraph shall henceforth read:
20.	Child marriage, also referred to as early marriage, is any marriage where at least one of the parties is under 18 years of age. The overwhelming majority of child marriages, both formal and informal, involve girls, although at times their spouses are also under 18 years of age. A child marriage is considered to be a form of forced marriage, given that one and/or both parties have not expressed full, free and informed consent. As a matter of respecting the child’s evolving capacities and autonomy in making decisions that affect her or his life, a marriage of a mature, capable child below 18 years of age may be allowed in exceptional circumstances, provided that the child is at least 16 years of age and that such decisions are made by a judge based on legitimate exceptional grounds defined by law and on the evidence of maturity, without deference to culture and tradition.
(b)	Delete the second sentence in paragraph 55 (f), for the same reason as above. The paragraph shall henceforth read:
(f)	That a minimum legal age of marriage for girls and boys, with or without parental consent, is established at 18 years. When a marriage at an earlier age is allowed in exceptional circumstances, the absolute minimum age must not be below 16 years, the grounds for obtaining permission must be legitimate and strictly defined by law and the marriage must be permitted only by a court of law upon the full, free and informed consent of the child or both children, who must appear in person before the court.
	Decision 72/7
Statement on the revision of the Joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful practices
On 4 March 2019, the Committee decided to propose to the Committee on the Rights of the Child to consider during its session in May 2019 to issue a joint statement with the Committee to announce the revision of the Joint general recommendation No. 31 of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women/general comment No. 18 of the Committee on the Rights of the Child on harmful practices. The Committee entrusts the bureau with the task of endorsing the text of the statement after its adoption by the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
		Decision 72/8
Statement on the occasion of International Women’s Day 2016
On the occasion of International Women’s day, the Committee decided to issue a joint statement with the International Parliamentary Union on parity in politics – click here for the link.
		Decision 72/9
Simplified reporting procedure: Cessation of approval of list of issues prior to reporting in plenary
Revising its decisions 69/5 and 59/4, the Committee on 27 February 2019 decided to cease the practice of approving lists of issues prior to reporting in plenary after their adoption by the pre-sessional working group. 
		Decision 72/10
Simplified reporting procedure: Criteria for State party eligibility
Revising its decision 69/5, the Committee on 6 March 2019, adopted a decision that the 5 year period for purposes of States parties availing themselves to the simplified reporting procedure shall be counted from the date that States parties transmit their formal request to the Committee. 
		Decision 72/11
		Statement on human rights and climate change
On 5 March 2019, the Committee decided to accept the request by the Center for International Environmental Law (CIEL) and the Global Initiative for Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (GI-ESCR) for the Committee to issue a joint statement with other treaty bodies on the issue of human rights and climate change ahead of the United Nations Climate Summit to be held in New York in September 2019. The Committee decided that the statement should be adopted during its seventy-third session in July 2019.
		Decision 72/12
Rationalisation of Working Groups of the Committee
Noting the existence of two Working Groups (WGs) to carry out the mandate of the Committee under the Optional Protocol, namely the WG on Communications and the WG on Inquiries, as well as a Rapporteur on Follow-up to assess the information submitted by States parties under the follow-up procedure, which require considerable Secretariat support; 
Recalling that in addition to the above, the Committee has established, at its own initiative, eight WGs, namely WG on Working Methods; WG on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration; WG on UN Women/SDGs; WG on IPU; WG on sexual and reproductive health and rights; WG on Human Rights Council Mechanisms and Treaty Bodies; WG on regional human rights mechanisms; and WG on NHRIs; 
Noting that many of the WGs have been in existence for a lengthy period on standing items which may no longer require deliberation in a WG setting; 
Mindful of the limited meeting time available to schedule meetings of the WG during sessions as well as limited Secretariat staff available to service each WG; 
With a view to increasing the efficiency of the Committee’s work and improving the quality of Secretariat support to assist the WGs, which need to deliver concrete outputs; 
The Committee, on 6 March 2019, decided that: 
1.	WGs shall be established for the purpose of delivering a specific output, to be presented to and endorsed by the Committee in plenary, with a maximum of 12 members per WG to ensure efficiency and effectiveness; 
2.	WGs, with the exception of the WG on Working Methods, shall be time-bound and cease to exist once the output is delivered; 
3.	The following WGs shall be maintained, subject to review in one year: (1) WG on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration, to elaborate a general recommendation; (2) WG on SDGs, to prepare annual reports to be submitted to the High Level Political Forum; (3) WG on NHRIs; 
4.	For other matters that are of ongoing interest to the Committee, the Committee decides to establish Focal Points and alternate Focal Points on the following, to be appointed by the Committee for a period of two years, who may bring, at any time, any matter to the attention of the Bureau: 
(1)	Sexual and reproductive health and rights; 
(2)	Women, peace and security; 
(3)	IPU; 
(4)	UN Women; 
(5)	Treaty Bodies and Human Rights Council mechanisms; 
(6)	Regional human rights mechanisms; 
(7)	Reprisals; 
(8)	2020 Review.
5.	Focal Points may convene informal meetings and may develop into a WG in the future if such configuration is required to deliver a specific output. 
			Decision 72/13
		Focal points on the 2020 treaty body review process
The Committee decided to nominate Hilary Gbedemah and Nahla Haidar as additional focal points to work with existing focal points Nicole Ameline and Dalia Leinarte on the 2020 treaty body review process.
		Decision 72/14
Re-designation of a member for inquiry No. 2014/3
In relation to inquiry No. 2014/3, to the Committee decided to accept the withdrawal of Nahla Haidar as one of the members designated to conduct the inquiry.  
			Decision 71/15
		Pre-Sessional Working Group
The Committee confirmed the members of the pre-sessional working group for the seventy-fifth session, Louiza Chalal, Rhoda Reddock, Rosario Manalo, Lia Nadaraia and Ana Pelaez Nervaez.
			Chapter IV
	A.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention
At its seventy-second session, the Committee considered the reports of eight States parties submitted under article 18 of the Convention: the ninth periodic report of Colombia; the combined fourth to seventh periodic reports of Antigua and Barbuda; the eighth periodic report of Ethiopia; Myanmar, exceptional report on the situation of Rohingya women and girls in Northern Rakhine State; the eighth periodic report of the United Kingdom of 	Great Britain and Northern Ireland; the seventh periodic report of Angola; the fourth periodic report of Serbia; and the fourth periodic reports of Botswana .
The Committee prepared concluding observations on each of the reports considered. Those observations are available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) under the symbol numbers indicated below:
Angola (CEDAW/C/AGO/CO/7)
Antigua and Barbuda (CEDAW/C/ATG/CO/4-7) 
Botswana (CEDAW/C/BWA/CO/4)
Colombia (CEDAW/C/COL/CO/9)  
Ethiopia (CEDAW/C/ETH/CO/8) 
Myanmar (CEDAW/C/MMR/EP/CO/1) 
Serbia (CEDAW/C/SRB/CO/4)
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (CEDAW/C/GBR/CO/8)
	B.	Follow-up procedures relating to concluding observations
The Committee considered the follow-up reports from the following States parties:
1)	Argentina (CEDAW/C/ARG/CO/7/Add.1) 
2)	Estonia (CEDAW/C/EST/CO/5-6/Add.1)
3)	Ghana (CEDAW/C/GHA/CO/6-7/Add.1)
4)	Lebanon (CEDAW/C/LBN/CO/4-5/Add.1)
5)	Netherlands (CEDAW/C/NLD/CO/6/Add.1)
6)	Philippines (CEDAW/C/PHL/CO/7-8/Add.1)
7)	Uruguay (CEDAW/C/URY/CO/8-9/Add.1)
The Committee sent first reminders to the following States parties whose follow-up reports were overdue:
1)	Armenia
2)	Bangladesh
3)	Bhutan
4)	Burundi
	The Rapporteur on follow-up met with a representative of Iceland, whose follow-up report was overdue. 
The Committee decided to request United Nations Country Teams (UNCTs) to provide information with regard to State party’s report under its follow-up procedure when the Secretariat decides on countries to be assessed at the next session. 
If the Committee receives alternative information on follow-up report which contradicts the information provided by the State party, the Committee decided to proceed as follows:
a)	If the Committee receives information from the UNCTs on the contradictory information between the State party and an alternative source of information, the Committee shall undertake a follow-up assessment based on information provided by UNCTs. If the information provided by UNCTs also contradicts with information from the State party, the Committee shall include the contradictory information in the assessment and shall request the State party to clarify the information in the next periodic report.
b)	If the Committee does not receive information from UNCTs on the above-mentioned contradictory information, the Committee shall include in the assessment the contradictory information from alternative sources of information and shall request the State party to clarify the information in the next periodic report. In this case, the degree of implementation of recommendation is assessed based on the information from the State party. 
		Chapter V
		Activities carried out under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
Article 12 of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women provides that the Committee shall include in its annual report under article 21 of the Convention a summary of its activities under the Optional Protocol.
	A.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 2 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 2 of the Optional Protocol on 25 February and 6 March 2019. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol regarding its forty-third session (see annex 1).
The Committee examined four individual communications submitted under article 2 of the Optional Protocol. It adopted three final decisions, declaring inadmissible communications Nos. 65/2014 concerning the Russian Federation (domestic violence, views violation); 96/2015 concerning Denmark (non-refoulement); and 98/2018 concerning the Russian Federation (harassment of a homosexual activist). It also discontinued its consideration of communications No. 97/2015 v Switzerland (non-refoulement). It also discussed a case against Ukraine but decided to refer it back to Working Group for further consideration. The text of the final decisions of the Committee will be available through the Official Document System of the United Nations (http://documents.un.org/) once they have been finalized and sent to the respective parties, through the website of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights under the link to the relevant session of the Committee, or through the juris database of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (http://juris.ohchr.org/).
	B.	Follow-up to views of the Committee on individual communications
The Committee was informed that the Working Group, during its forty-third session, had discussed the follow-up situation in each case where the follow-up dialogue was ongoing and that it had agreed on the action to be taken. It decided that the follow-up dialogue is ongoing in 11 cases concerning Finland, Georgia, Mexico, Moldova, Peru, the Russian Federation, Slovakia, Spain, Tanzania and Timor-Leste respectively. The Working Group invited the Secretariat to organise meetings with representatives of Georgia, Finland, Mexico, Peru, Slovakia and Tanzania to discuss follow-up matters. The Committee considered possibilities to increase the visibility of the follow up procedure and further improve its follow-up working methods. The Committee requested the Secretariat to prepare a follow up report to include assessment for the next session.
	C.	Action taken by the Committee in respect of issues arising from article 8 of the Optional Protocol
The Committee discussed activities under article 8 of the Optional Protocol on 5 March 2019. It endorsed the report of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol regarding its twelfth session (see annex 2).
In relation to inquiry No. 2010/1 concerning the Philippines, the Committee approved the recommendations of the Working Group following its assessment of information submitted by the State party under the follow up procedure to inquiries. 
The Committee also approved the following recommendations of the Working Group on Inquiries:
(a)	In relation to inquiry Nos. 2014/1 concerning Kyrgyzstan, to invite the State party to submit, within 6 months, follow-up information to the Committee’s recommendations contained in its inquiry report; and 
(b)	In relation to inquiry No. 2011/2, concerning the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, to invite the State party to submit, within 6 months, follow-up information to the Committee’s recommendations contained in its inquiry report.
 		Chapter VI
	A.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee
The Secretariat informed the Committee about the status of submission of overdue reports by States parties under article 18 of the Convention.
	B.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 7 
Dates of future sessions of the Committee
In accordance with the calendar of conferences, the following dates are confirmed for the Committee’s seventy-first and seventy-second sessions:
Seventy-second Session (Geneva)
Forty-third session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 12 to 15 February 2019
Twelfth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol:
14 and 15 February 2019 
Seventy-second session: 18 February to 8 March 2019
Pre-session working group for the seventy-fourth session: 11 to 15 March 2019
Seventy-third Session (Geneva)
Forty-fourth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol:  26 to 28 June 2019
Thirteenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 27 and 28 June 2019 
Seventy-third session: 1 to 19 July 2019
Pre-session working group for the seventy-fifth session: 22 to 26 July 2019
Seventy-fourth session (Geneva) 
Forty-fifth session of the Working Group on Communications under the Optional Protocol: 16 to 18 October 2019;
Fourteenth session of the Working Group on Inquiries under the Optional Protocol: 17 and 18 October 2019;
Seventy-fourth session: 21 October to 8 November 2019;
Pre-Sessional Working Group for the seventy-sixth session: 11 to 15 November 2019.
			Reports to be considered at future sessions of the Committee
The Committee confirmed that it will consider the reports of the following States parties at its seventy-third and seventy-fourth sessions:
Seventy-third session:
1) Austria
2)	Cabo Verde
3)	Côte d’Ivoire
4)	Democratic Republic of Congo
5)	Guyana
6)	Mozambique
7)	Qatar
Seventy-fourth session:
1)	Andorra
2)	Bosnia and Herzegovina
3)	Cambodia
4)	Iraq 
5)	Kazakhstan
6)	Lithuania
7)	Seychelles
		Chapter VII
		Implementation of article 21 of the Convention
	A.	Action taken by the Committee under agenda item 6
			Working Group on working methods
The Working Group met twice during the session. The Working Group elected Wenyan Song as its Chair and Aruna Devi Narain as its Vice-Chair. The Working Group discussed and submitted a recommendation to the Committee on the rationalisation of all Working Groups of the Committee.
			Working Group on the Inter-Parliamentary Union
The Working Group met with a representative of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) during the session. The Working group and IPU decided to prepare a joint statement on women’s leadership and gender parity in politics for the 40th anniversary of the Convention which would be issued on 8 March 2019 on the occasion of the International Women’s Day. The representative from IPU provided an update on ongoing activities in IPU, including regarding violence against women in parliament and the influence of women members of parliament. The representative informed the Working Group about (a) the parliamentary event to be organised with UN Women on the margins of the sixty-third session of the Commission on the Status of Women; (b) the upcoming IPU Assembly in Doha where the Forum of Women Parliamentarians will focus on gender equality at work; and (c) the upcoming publication of the Analysis of 2018 Election Results, and the Map of Women in Politics 2019 which is a joint venture with UN Women.
		CEDAW-UN Women/SDGs Working Group
The Working Group on SDGs met thrice during the session and discussed the preparation of the side event co-organised by the Committee and UN Women for the 40th anniversary of the Convention in cooperation with OHCHR and the Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict to be held on 18 March 2019 on the margins of the sixty-third session of the Commission on the Status of Women in New York, under the theme “The CEDAW Convention and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development: 40 Years of Empowering Women with a View of Sustainable Development”. In light of the decision taken during the seventy-first session in October 2018, a representative from OHCHR SDGs Indicators Team briefed the Committee on OHCHR’s work in developing a conceptual and methodological framework for several SDGs indicators. The Working Group decided that a technical meeting on indicators should be organised with OHCHR SDGs Indicators Team during the next session, and UN Women and other relevant stakeholders should participate.  The Working Group was also briefed on Aid for Trade Global Review and Work Programme, and on trade and gender by Ms. Anoush der Boghossian, the WTO Gender & Trade Focal Point.
			Working group on cooperation with national human rights institutions
The Working Group met during the session. The Chair briefed the members of the Working Group and new members of the Committee on the background and rationale for this Working Group, the agreed terms of reference and the time table of the process which is due for completion during the 74th session with an outcome document in the form of a “Procedurally Specific Guidance Note on CEDAW engagement with NHRI”. The Chair also referred to the different treaty bodies which have developed similar guidance and recommended that this opportunity be considered in terms of harmonization of practices as a system. The Chair then invited the members to consider the “Draft issues for Discussion” to form the structure of the Guidance Note. The Working Group agreed to incorporate suggestions made by some members during the meeting to “Draft Issues for Discussion”, such as the addition of the designation of focal points within NHRIs as well as emphasizing the role of NHRIs in publicizing the COBs, and to share further suggestions with the Chair and the Secretariat by the end of March 2019, if any. It also decided that the Chair would work with National Institutions, Regional Mechanisms Section (OHCHR) and the GANHRI Secretariat as well as the CEDAW Secretariat to develop the draft guidance note between 72nd and 73rd sessions, including the specific procedures. 
		Taskforce on women in conflict prevention, conflict and post-conflict situations
The Taskforce met once during the session and the Chair briefed the members of the task force on the panel discussion on "Strengthening synergies between CEDAW and Women, Peace and Security Resolutions", organized in collaboration with the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, the Global Network of Women Peacebuilders and UN Women. The task force also discussed the process that led the Committee to request an exceptional report from Myanmar, hold a dialogue with the State party and, ultimately, issue concluding observations. The task force noted that, as a result of the framework of cooperation with the United Nations Office of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict (OSRSG-SVC), information has been exchanged in the preparation of the dialogue with Myanmar. The task force welcomed this fruitful exchange and agreed that the collaboration with the OSRSG-SVC should be strengthened for the preparations of dialogues with States parties that are affected by conflict. 
		Working Group on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration
The Working Group met once during the session and discussed the outcomes of the half-day of general discussion on trafficking in women and girls in the context of global migration held on 22 February 2019. The Working Group welcomed the contributions received from States parties, NHRIs, civil society organizations and UN agencies, both orally for the general discussion and in writing for the drafting of the general recommendation on trafficking of women and girls in the context of global migration. The Chair of the Working Group also informed the Working Group that the processes to seek funding for the planned regional consultations in Europe (14 June 2019), the Middle East (September 2019), Africa, Central Asia and the Americas are ongoing and some funding has been sourced. An expert group meeting will be organized in London (April 2019) and in New York (July 2019). The Working Group also discussed the organization of a regional consultation in South Asia. The Chair briefed the Working Group on the regional consultation on trafficking in women and girls held in Bangkok Thailand from 26 to 27 January 2019, which was attended by three members of the Committee.
		Chapter VIII
		Provisional agenda for the seventy-third session
On 8 March 2019, the Committee considered and approved the following provisional agenda for its seventy-second session:
1.	Opening of the session.
2.	Adoption of the agenda and organization of work.
3.	Report of the Chair on activities undertaken between the seventy-second and seventy-third sessions of the Committee.
4.	Consideration of reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
5.	Follow-up to concluding observations on reports submitted by States parties under article 18 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. 
6.	Implementation of articles 21 and 22 of the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
7.	Ways and means of expediting the work of the Committee.
8.	Activities of the Committee under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women.
9.	Provisional agenda for the seventy-third session of the Committee.
10.	Adoption of the report of the Committee on its seventy-second session.
		Chapter IX
	A.	Adoption of the report
The Committee considered the draft report on its seventy-second session and addenda on 8 March 2019 and adopted it as orally revised during the discussion.
[Annexes will be added to the final version of the text]
	B.	Composition of the working groups of the Committee
[To be added to the final version of the report]

Annexes
Annex 1 (available under the 72nd session webpage)
Annex 2 (available under the 72nd session webpage)
