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25 November 2021
Excellency,

In my capacity as Rapporteur on follow-up on concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), I have the honour to refer to the examination of the fifth periodic report of Liechtenstein, at the Committee’s seventieth session, held in July 2018. At the end of that session, the Committee’s concluding observations (CEDAW/C/LIE/CO/5) were transmitted to your Permanent Mission. You may recall that in paragraph 46 on follow-up to the concluding observations, the Committee requested Liechtenstein to provide, within two years, written information on the steps taken to implement the recommendations contained in paragraphs 16 (a), 24 (a) and 36 (a) of the concluding observations.
The Committee welcomes the follow-up report received with an eleven-month delay in June 2021 (CEDAW/C/LIE/FCO/5), although it was received with an eleven-month delay, under the CEDAW follow-up procedure. At its eightieth session, held in October 2021, the Committee examined this follow-up report and adopted the following assessment.
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 16 (a) of the concluding observations, urging the State party to “adopt an integrated policy and strategy on gender equality and its mainstreaming, including through the use of gender budgeting processes, with effective monitoring and accountability mechanisms across all sectors and levels of government”: 
The Committee takes note of the national strategic focus on gender equality held since 2018 to achieve a balanced representation of women and men in political governing bodies and in leadership positions, as well as the reconciliation of career and family life. The Committee welcomes the information provided on the increased representation of women in decision-making positions in elected and appointed political bodies namely the municipal councils, the parliament and the government. The Committee also takes note of the information that the State party and civil society actors are committed to and cooperating in awareness-raising initiatives, campaigns, and projects relating to gender equality. The Committee welcomes the steps taken towards the implementation of cross-border education events held annually for the gender equality offices in Liechtenstein and for non-governmental organizations in 2019 and 2020. It also notes the information provided by the State party on the financial support to the Liechtenstein Employees’ Association for the annual “Equal Pay Day” from the Equal Opportunity Unit. However, the Committee is concerned about the absence of actions taken towards the development and adoption of a long-term and comprehensive strategy and action plan specifically dedicated to gender equality in order to address the structural causes of persistent gender inequalities. Furthermore, the Committee notes that the State party failed to provide information on actions taken to ensure the effective use of the monitoring and accountability mechanisms across all sectors and levels of government as well as information on the specific resources allocated. Therefore, the Committee considers that, while the State party provided information on commitment and implementation of strategic plans of measures adopted on an annual basis, the action taken by the State party do not address the recommendation. The Committee considers that the recommendation has been partially implemented. 

The Committee considers that the information provided by the State is vague and incomplete, and that it fails to address the recommendations. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory. 
The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 16 (a) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to: 

Adopt an integrated and long-term policy and strategy on gender equality and its mainstreaming, including through the use of gender budgeting processes, with effective monitoring and accountability mechanisms across all sectors and levels of government.
With regard to the recommendation made in paragraph 24 (a) of the concluding observations that the State party should “adopt a comprehensive law on gender-based violence against women, in line with general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19, and speedily ratify the Istanbul Convention”: 
The Committee welcomes the information provided by the State party on the amendment of the criminal law to introduce further legal prohibition on gender-specific violence, which entered into force on 1 October 2019. The Committee also notes the steps taken towards making all forms of gender-based violence punishable offenses as well as to ensure the assistance of victims of gender-based violence. It welcomes the ratification of the Istanbul Convention on 17 June 2021 and notes with appreciation its entry into force for the State party on 1 October 2021. However, the Committee regrets the absence of action taken towards addressing specific forms of violence that women face on the basis of their sex. Therefore, the Committee considers that the State party has taken substantial steps to implement the recommendation, but that this action fails to respond fully to the recommendation. The Committee considers that the recommendation has been substantially implemented.  
The Committee notes that the information received from the State party is thorough and extensive, but that it fails to respond fully to the recommendation. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is partially satisfactory. 

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 24 (a) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, information on further actions taken to: 

Adopt a comprehensive law on gender-based violence against women, in line with general recommendation No. 35 (2017) on gender-based violence against women, updating general recommendation No. 19
Regarding the recommendation made in paragraph 36 (a) of the concluding observations that the State party should “harmonize Articles 96 to 98 (a) of the Criminal Code with a view to legalizing abortion both for the pregnant woman who undergoes the procedure and the health-care providers who perform it, including in the case of rape, incest, risk to life or health of the pregnant woman, or severe impairment of the fetus, and decriminalizing it in all other cases”:

The Committee regrets that no information provided by the State party on the collection of data on abortion in cases of incest or severe impairment of the fetus. The Committee remains concerned about the lack of information on the legalization of health-care providers who perform the abortion. The Committee regrets that the State party explicitly indicated that no further liberalization of the legal regime on punishable abortions is planned following the revision of the Criminal Code in 2015. The Committee considers that the recommendation has not been implemented. 
The Committee considers that the information provided by the State is vague and incomplete, and that it fails to address the recommendations. It thus considers that the quality of the information provided is unsatisfactory.

The Committee recommends that, in relation to paragraph 36 (a) of the concluding observations, the State party provide, in its next periodic report, additional information on action taken to: 


Harmonize within a clear time frame articles 96 to 98 (a) of the Criminal Code, with a view to legalize abortion both for the pregnant woman who undergoes the procedure and the health-care providers who perform it, including in the cases of rape, incest risk to life or health of the pregnant woman, or severe impairment of the fetus, and decriminalizing it in all other cases.
Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

                                                    Yours sincerely,
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