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Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, I have the honour of opening the fortieth session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
	I am privileged to address this meeting today and would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you.
	During this session, you will once again have a packed agenda, as your Committee will consider the fourth periodic report of Mexico, the second periodic report of Niger, and the combined initial and second periodic reports of Jamaica. The Committee will also adopt lists of issues in relation to the third periodic report of Tajikistan under the traditional reporting procedure as well as lists of issues prior to reporting under the simplified reporting procedure for the initial report of Fiji, the second periodic report for Guinea and the fourth periodic report for Ecuador.
	The Committee will also proceed with a public launch of its General Comment No. 6 (2024) next week Tuesday. Allow me to take this opportunity to congratulate your Committee on elaborating the General Comment No. 6 (2024) on the convergent protection of the rights of migrant workers and members of their families through the Convention and the Global Compact for safe, orderly, and regular migration, which was formally adopted during your thirty-eighth session in June 2024. I would like to wish you a very fruitful and successful public launch event for this important document that will guide States in the synergic implementation of both international instruments in a human rights-compliant manner.
The Global Compact for Migration presents an excellent opportunity for a comprehensive, human rights-based response to the opportunities and challenges migration poses nowadays. The general comment urges States to ensure that their laws, policies, and practices effectively address the root causes of rising migration flows. The Committee is rightly concerned that discussions on irregular migration often focus on a security approach aimed to curb migration, often through strict border control measures. It notes with concern that repressive measures taken against irregular migrants and people who cross or attempt to cross borders exceed the scope of good migration governance and contribute to increase intolerance and xenophobia.
[bookmark: _Hlk162095114]	I would also like to welcome your commitment to collaborative work with other treaty bodies and mechanisms. A case in point is your joint initiative with the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination to elaborate general comments to advance comprehensive public policies that address and eradicate xenophobia and its impact on the rights of migrants and their families. This initiative, currently in an advanced stage of development, serves as an excellent example of collaboration between committees. It has also involved important dialogues at the regional level; the CERD and CMW Committees, in collaboration with regional offices of United Nations agencies—particularly the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the International Organization for Migration—conducted regional consultations from September to November 2024 across all regions of the world.
	On 19 September 2024, during a side event organized by the two Committees on the margins of the Human Rights Council session, the then President of the Human Rights Council commended this important and timely joint initiative, noting that xenophobia undermines fundamental principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, normalizes discrimination and hateful narratives, and causes rifts in societies that have detrimental and intergenerational impacts.
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	Contemporary migration is an increasingly complex phenomenon, whether from the perspective of who moves, why they move or how. Migrants, notably those in an irregular situation, are disproportionately vulnerable to human rights abuses and violations, including discrimination, marginalization, or exploitation. Yet the human rights dimensions of migration remain widely neglected.
	The High Commissioner values the importance that your Committee attaches to the issue of enforced disappearance in the context of migration, alongside the Committee on Enforced Disappearances and the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants.
	These three mandates have consistently emphasized the urgent need to enhance efforts aimed at saving lives and protecting the human rights of migrants. Current safe and regular migration pathways have failed to respond to migration trends, often pushing migrants towards hazardous and irregular routes, leaving them vulnerable to violence, exploitation, abuse and even death. Alarmingly, at least 8,938 people died on migration routes worldwide in 2024, making it the deadliest year on record, according to the latest IOM figures.  

[bookmark: _Hlk189660018][bookmark: _Hlk189660048]	In your joint statement on 18 December, for International Migrants’ Day, you emphasized that the phenomenon of “migrants going missing is a tragedy largely understudied, underestimated, and often neglected as a human rights issue”. - “Failure to investigate all cases of migrant deaths and disappearances, to identify gaps in humanitarian actions and to hold perpetrators accountable, particularly when government officials are involved, has led to impunity for crimes against migrants and contributed to the continuously growing figures of migrant deaths and disappearances.” 
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	While 60 ratifications provide a solid foundation, increasing the number of ratifications of the CMW Convention remains a top priority for the UN High Commissioner. Notably, none of the 27 European Union Member States have signed or ratified the Convention. High Commissioner Türk reiterated his advocacy efforts during your meeting in December 2024 at the Committee’s 39th session. He emphasized the clear connection between migration and refugee issues and highlighted the importance of fostering public dialogue regarding ratification. Furthermore, he called for a joint action plan with the IOM and UNHCR to raise awareness among states that have yet to ratify the Convention, particularly focusing on the advantages these states could gain from doing so. 
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,
	These are challenging times for the treaty body system. In addition to chronic resource constraints, the liquidity crisis has and continues to hamper the planning and implementation of your work - a point that the Chairs communicated forcefully during their meetings with Member States and other interlocutors last year in New York. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. Nevertheless, all indications point to a continuation of the difficult liquidity situation for the foreseeable future.  
	The treaty body strengthening process remains active. It reached a key moment, with the adoption in December of last year of the biennial resolution on the treaty body system by the General Assembly. The Resolution invites the Treaty Bodies and the Office to continue to work on coordination and predictability in the reporting process with the aim of achieving a regularized schedule for reporting and to increase their efforts to further use digital technologies. However, the biennial resolution did not endorse certain detailed proposals made by the Chairs and corresponding resources to implement them, such as the one for an eight-year predictable schedule of reviews.
	On Human Rights Day last year, the Geneva Human Rights Platform in cooperation with the the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs, organized an informal meeting of the Chairs and focal points on working methods, who also had the opportunity to meet with Member States and other stakeholders. The meeting explored the latest developments on the treaty body system and also sought to identify possible ways forward to improve the harmonization of procedures and brainstorm on the way forward. The Chairs and focal points on working methods, also had the opportunity to interact with the coordination committee of special procedures mandate holders, who was also meeting in Geneva during the same time. The exchange was rich in sharing practices on issues of common concern, such as the independence and actual or potential conflict of interest of experts, and on ensuring an “all mechanisms” approach to the many challenges the human rights mechanisms are facing.
	We are now working closely with the Chairs and Committee focal points to ensure that coordination on working methods continues to take place, especially in preparation for the forthcoming Chairs meeting in June. A series of three online informal preparatory meetings was recently organised for this purpose.
	OHCHR will continue to collaborate with all treaty body experts to strengthen the system, using all the opportunities at our disposal to advance your essential work.
	I wish you a successful session and I thank you for your attention.
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