Appendix No. 7
Information concerning combat against violence on women and children 
The implementation of the National Action Plan for the Prevention and Elimination of Violence against Women for 2014 ‑ 2019 also includes cooperation of the Ministry of Labour, Social Affairs and Family of the Slovak Republic (hereinafter referred to as the "Ministry of Labour") in the promotion of ratification and subsequent implementation of the Istanbul Convention of 2011 also in the context of the National strategy for the protection and promotion of human rights in the Slovak Republic approved by the Government on 18 of February 2015. 
One of the tasks of this National Action Plan is task No. 1 “Prepare and submit to the legislative process an act on domestic violence arising from the so-called Istanbul Convention taking into account the aspect of gender and specific features of violence against women”. An expert working group, coordinated by the Department of Gender Equality and Equal Opportunity of the Ministry of Labour, also is participating in the preparation of the act. 
The results of a research of the EU Agency on violence against women
 showed that Slovakia is coming closer to the average of the EU-28 in the area of violence against women. The results showed that during adulthood (from 15 years of age)
 23% of Slovak women between the ages of 18 and 74 sometimes experience physical or sexual violence committed by their partners (the EU average was 22%); on the part of any man it was 34% of women (EU average is 33%).
 Physical or sexual violence in the last year on the part of a partner was reported by 6% of women; on the part of any man 10%. However, psychological abuse is more frequent: for example, controlling behaviour, humiliation and intimidation, threat of harming a child, etc. on the part of a partner was experienced by 47% of women (EU-28 average reached 43%). 35% of women expressed their concern about possible sexual or physical attack, which ranks Slovakia among countries with the highest level of this indicator. Unfavourable results have also been recorded in relation to help to victims, since only 8% of women contacted the police in relation to an event of physical or sexual violence and only 27% knew at least one institution that provides assistance to women at risk of violence. As many as 40% of Slovak women experienced sexual harassment during their adulthood, of that 22% more serious, i.e. a non-verbal form of sexual harassment.

A Research Study of the Victims of Crimes in Slovakia also includes data on the annual scope of violence against women.
 It appears that since 2007 the annual prevalence of abuse has had an increasing tendency in relation to women and men. In 2010, the annual prevalence of the abuse in relation to women reached 8.6% and men 5.2%; in 2011 it increased in relation to women to 6.8% and men to 1.7%. Women face abuse 2 ‑ 3 times more frequently than men and the most frequent tyrants of women are their partners. The abuse of women on the part of a former or current partner in 2010 accounted for 57% and in 2011 it was 61.7% of the overall violence. The abuse of men on the part of the current or former partner in 2010 accounted for 12% and in 2011 as much as 37.5%. The second most frequent tyrants of women and men are their parents (own parents and step parents); while it is more obvious in relation to men than women. 
As far as the victims of the crime of abuse by a close or entrusted person are concerned, women make up the most victims ‑ from 2008 until 2013 they accounted for from 76% to 69%. As far as vice crimes are concerned, they account for the majority of victims of sexual crimes: as to the rape, only women were reported as victims and in the case of sexual abuse they accounted for 86% in 2013. Comparing the years, the number of recorded crimes of rape is decreasing (from 152 cases in 2008 to 88 and 91 cases in 2012 and 2013 respectively), which can reflect a very low rate of reporting such crimes to the police, as shown by empirical research. Vice crimes are to a large extent related to girls and young women younger than 18 years, when of all women ‑ victims of vice crimes accounted for as much as 83%.
According to the Police Force Headquarters, the number of violent persons banished from common dwellings is increasing (Act No. 171/1993 Coll. on the Police Force, as amended; Section 27(a)). While in 2010 it was 228 banishments, in 2012 the number increased to 253 and in 2013 to 309 banishments. The men clearly dominated. The number of banished women for those three years accounted for 14 cases (5; 2; 7 banished women respectively). In more than two thirds of cases, a partner ‑ whether husband, spouse or divorced husband or former partner was banished from the dwelling (a 67.6% share). Only a small number of cases ended
 with the submission of requests for injunctions (33; 37; 31). The number of injunctions issued by the courts are also low (27; 28; 26). The effectiveness of banishments is still very low, which can be caused by a short period of banishment, insufficient information or unwillingness of the endangered person to submit proposal for injunction.

Within educational, training and methodological activity, several methodological materials were prepared in the previous period related to the procedure in the cases of domestic violence used in the police practice. These include, for example, the methodological tool "Investigation of Domestic Violence Related Crimes" that includes criminal and tactical procedures in the investigation of domestic violence related crimes and it is available at the Police Force units that deal with the cases of domestic violence, or the methodological tool "Domestic Violence ‑ Methodology for the Procedure of the Police in the Cases of Domestic Violence" intended primarily for the Police Force members who are the first persons to come into contact with the perpetrator and victim of the cases of domestic violence. This handbook has been distributed to the basic units of the Police Force and is also available in electronic form on the intranet website of the Ministry of Interior.
The Police Force regularly organises training of its members on this issue. At the secondary vocational schools of the Police Force, this issue, within the post-secondary qualification study, is included in the school educational programmes and is taught in the subjects of Basic Police Training, Riot Police Service/Border and Alien Police Service, Law, Ethics and Psychology of the Police Work, while all the Police Force members complete the training, by which they acquire qualification for the state service of the Police Force member. Subsequently, this issue is taught at secondary vocational schools of the Police Force within post-secondary improvement study.
Within the training, the Police Force Academy systematically updates and supplements the study materials on gender equality, non-stereotypical gender roles, mutual respect, non-violent resolution of conflicts within human relationships, gender-based violence against women and the right to the integrity of the person in the thematic plans of relevant subjects of departments of criminology, police science and investigation. The methodology of the investigation of crimes related to domestic violence against women and children has also been included in educational process of masters students and courses for investigators.
In the cases of domestic violence, the Police Force cooperates with the Office of Labour, Social Affairs and Family, civic associations and non-profit organisations that focus on the help to the victims of domestic violence. Subsequently, these entities provide social-legal counselling, psychological support and shelter.
Strategic objectives and tasks of the National Strategy for the Protection of Children against Violence have been continuously fulfilled. The key outputs of the implementation consist of the setting of a coordination framework for the protection of children against violence in the form of engagement of relevant entities of the state administration, self-government and non-governmental sector at the national and local level. Generally binding legal regulations have been continuously revised in order to strengthen legislative framework of the protection of children against violence. In connection with the mapping of the actual situation and subsequent adoption of adequate measures, the circle of collected and analysed data on the issue of violence against children is expanding. At present, a preparatory phase is going in order to implement a communication campaign on violence against children that will be focused on several target groups, including children.

The National Coordination Centre for Addressing the Issues Related to Violence against Children (hereinafter referred to as the "NCC for AIRVAC") established under the Ministry of Labour in collaboration with defined ministries and the Office of General Prosecution Authority and in cooperation with non-governmental organisations and self-government fulfils strategic objectives of the National Strategy for the Protection of Children against Violence. The philosophy of the strategy, its more broadly defined objectives and specific tasks are leading to a more effective system of the protection of children in  Slovakia against any forms of violence, i.e. including corporal punishments. Since the moment of establishment, the NCC for AIRVAC and co-responsible entities focus on the solution of the most serious and simultaneously highly latent forms of violence against children (physical and mental violence, sexual abuse), particularly in the sense of more effective interdisciplinary communication and cooperation and timely identification of the cases of violence against children. The NCC for AIRVAC simultaneously takes into account the complexity of the issue of violence against children and possible mutual interconnection and overlapping of its forms and acts.
At the request of the minister of labour, the General Prosecution Authority has nominated a representative (a prosecutor of a Department of Violent and General Crime of Criminal Section) of the Office of General Prosecution Authority for communication and consultancy in relation to the issue of the National Strategy for the Protection of Children against Violence, cooperation of prosecution in the preparation of basic documents (a coordination handbook) and cooperation of prosecutors in the fulfilment of strategic objective of the National Strategy for the Protection of Children against Violence.
Although, the representation of prosecution in coordination meetings on the issue of violence against children cannot be institutionally and legislatively enshrined, the involvement of prosecutors is, based on a decision of the General Prosecution Authority, always provided "ad hoc" in specific cases in the form of consultations on how to proceed or in the form of using our measures and duties arising directly from the law.
These tasks are fulfilled by prosecutors – specialists according to General Prosecution Authority Order No. 1/2013 on the Establishment of Specialisation of Prosecutors for Crime of Adolescents and Juveniles, Crimes Committed against Children and Violence in Families. A list of their names, which is regularly updated, has been provided to the Ministry of Labour as a list of concrete persons for coordinators of the issue of violence against children. 
From 22 until 26 September 2014 the NCC for AIRVAC provided collaboration in connection with the fulfilment of strategic objective 3 of the National Strategy for the Protection of Children against Violence in the form of their participation in focus groups in order to carry out analytical probes focused on the prevention of institutional and system violation of the child’s rights. Analytical probes into the focus groups with the following composition: judge (trusteeship matters), prosecutor, police officer, worker of the Central Office of Labour, Social Affairs and Family (social and legal protection and social curatorship), paediatrician, teacher and representative of a municipality took place in the districts of Bratislava 2, Žilina and Spišská Nová Ves. 
� � HYPERLINK "http://fra.europa.eu/en" \o "Home" �European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights�:  Survey data explorer - Violence against women survey, � HYPERLINK "http://fra.europa.eu/DVS/DVT/vaw.php" �http://fra.europa.eu/DVS/DVT/vaw.php�. The data were collected in 2012 (Medián agency) and the results of a representative research were published in March 2014. A research sample for Slovakia consisted of 1,512 women from 18 � 74 years of age, in total for the EU-28 it was 42,000 women. 


� The research was also focused on the experience of women with violence during childhood, before 15 years of age 36% of women faced physical, sexual or psychical violence on the part of an adult person (physical 33%, sexual 4% and psychological 8%) on the part of an adult member of the family or other relative.


� A detailed scope of violence committed against women during their adulthood in Slovakia was also recorded within a representative survey of women from 18 � 64 years of age in 2008. Experience with violence on the part of the current partner was reported by 21.2% of women and on the part of a former partner 27.9% , the share of women who experienced violent behaviour on the part of a current or former partner reached 39.2% (Filadelfiová � Bodnárová � Holubová, 2008). 


� For more details see: FRA 2014. 


� A research study of the victims of crimes in Slovakia, Pan-European College of Law, conducted among a representative sample of approximately 2,000 male and female respondents of 15 years of age and older.


� The submission of request for an injunction is another step for dealing with violent behaviour and the violent person will not come back to the apartment after expiration of the statutory deadline of 48 hours (Paragraph 6 of Section 27 of Act No. 171/1993 Coll.). 





