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BASIC COUNTRY INFORMATION (Costa Rica)

 
Government type: 
democratic republic

Independence: (from Spain):  15 September 1821

Constitution:
7 November 1949

Population:
4,695,942 (July 2013 est.)

Age structure:   2013 estimate:  

0-14 years: 23.8% (male 571,383/female 546,152)

15-24 years: 17.8% (male 427,047/female 411,110) 

25-54 years: 43.6% (male 1,027,179/female 1,018,358) 

55-64 years: 8% (male 184,292/female 191,396) 

65 years and over: 6.8% (male 147,615/female 171,410) 

Ethnicities: white (including mestizo) 94%, black 3%, Amerindian 1%, Chinese 1%, other 1%
Religion: Roman Catholic 76.3%, Evangelical 13.7%, Jehovah's Witnesses 1.3%, other Protestant 0.7%, other 4.8%, none 3.2%

Executive branch: Chief of state: President Laura CHINCHILLA Miranda (since 8 May 2010); note - the president is both the chief of state and head of government;head of government: President Laura CHINCHILLA Miranda (since 8 May 2010); 
Cabinet: Cabinet selected by the president
Parliament: unicameral Legislative Assembly or Asamblea Legislativa (57 seats; members elected by direct, popular vote to serve four-year terms)
Elections: president and vice presidents elected on the same ticket by popular vote for a single four-year term; election last held on 7 February 2010 (next to be held in February 2014)
Suffrage: 18 years of age; universal and compulsory

GDP, 2012 est.:


$59.79 billion 

GDP, annual growth rate (2012 est.): 5% 

GDP per capita, 2012 est.:  
$12,800 

Major exporting products:
bananas, pineapples, coffee, melons, ornamental plants, sugar; beef; seafood; electronic components, medical equipment

Employment (2.182 million):
agriculture: 14%, industry: 22%,  services: 64% (2006 est.) 

Unemployment rate, 2012 est.:
7.8% 
Annual population growth rate, 2013 est.: 1.27% 

Infant mortality rate:

8.95 deaths/1,000 live births
Life expectancy at birth (2013 est.):
male: 75.43 years 

                                                           female: 80.83 years 

Maternal mortality rate (2010): 
40 deaths/100,000 live births 

Literacy rate (2011 estimate):        male: 96% 

                                                                              female: 96.5% 

A. STATUS OF PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES IN COSTA RICA IN LIGHT OF THE CONVENTION
I. Summary Review of most critical issues
Article 1 (Definition of persons with disabilities)

The State party does not indicate how it defines “persons with disabilities”
Although the State party does not provide any definitions in the report, the review of the various pieces of legislation mentioned in the report shows that the State party has a medical model definition of persons with disabilities in its national legislation. This definition has not been changed yet to conform to the CRPD Convention. 
The State party is encouraged to amend its legislation and adopt a social and human rights model definition of persons with disabilities.
Article 12 (Legal capacity)

The State party does no indicate its position with regard to the concept of legal capacity

The State party does not provide information on article 12, however it notes that a Bill on the Personal Autonomy of Persons with Disabilities  (which will abolish the institution of guardianship was pending adoption in the Parliament of the State party.  As long as the Bill has not been adopted, and guardianship abolished,  the State party will continue to restrict the legal capacity of persons with disabilities on a number of ways.  
The State party is encouraged to harmonize its national legislation with the provisions of the Convention.   
A number of other Articles have not been reviewed in the report of the State party (including, Article 8, 14, 15, 16, 17)

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about work done for the implementation of these Articles.

II.  General issues to consider when preparing reports to the Committee

In its Reporting Guidelines, the CRPD Committee requests State parties preparing their reports to meet a number of objectives including:  

1. States parties  should use the opportunity of the report drafting process to conduct a comprehensive review of the measures undertaken to harmonize national law and policy with the Convention

The report enumerates a number of measures that the State party has undertaken (most of which occurred before the adoption of the Convention), but the report frankly acknowledges that still a lot remains to do, in particular articles 12, 14, 15, 16, 24 of the Convention.  
The State party is encouraged to:
(1) harmonize its national legislation with the Convention; 
(2) proceed with efforts to adopt specific plans of action for each Convention right by confronting existing legislation, policies and plans with the requirements of the Convention; and 
(3) develop a strategy for implementation with clear benchmarks, timelines and appropriate funding. 

The State is strongly encouraged to follow the recommendations of the Committee.
2. States parties should use the reporting process as an opportunity to identify problems and shortcomings in their approach to the implementation of the Convention 

The State party recognises that persons with disabilities face a number of challenges in enjoying their rights on an equal basis with others, and that a number of existing provisions in its legislation require uniformization with the Convention. 
The State party is encouraged to follow up and implement the recommendations of the Committee.
3. States parties should encourage and facilitate the involvement of NGOs including Disabled Peoples Organizations (DPOs) in the preparation of the report and explain the procedure used to consult with civil society organizations and the measures taken to ensure that this process is fully accessible.
The report informs that it consulted with some 93 civil society organizations in the process of drafting the report (paras. 6-9). 
 The State party is praised for engaging the civil society and should be encouraged to update the Committee about the NGOs involved in the preparation of its report.  
4. The report should not merely list or describe the legislation adopted by the State party. It should contain specific information relating to the implementation in law and in fact of Articles 1 to 33 of the Convention, taking into account analytical information on recent developments in law and practice affecting the full realization of the rights recognized in the Convention by all persons with all forms of disabilities within the territory or jurisdiction of the State party. 
The report presents information on State party’s measures to implement the Convention by groups of issues, not on an article by article basis. The idea might have been to review each article in those sections, but this does not happen. As a result a good deal of important provisions of the Convention are left out of the analysis contained in the report (for example article 1 to 4 (legal definitions, obligations of the State party); article 12 (legal capacity) etc).

The State party is encouraged to update and share with the Committee its views on the best ways of implementing in good faith each provision of the Convention and provide an indicative timeline for the comprehensive reform of its legal framework to embrace the social and human rights model of the Convention. 

5. The report should indicate whether the State Party has adopted a comprehensive disability anti-discrimination legislation in accordance with the Convention  
The State party has adopted the Act on Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities. However, it does not appear from the report, that this Act represents the comprenhensive anti-discrimnation framework. In particular the report notes that the Bill on Personal Autonomy of Persons with Disabilities which is to abolish the institution of guardianship is still pending adoption in the Parliament (para.142). 
The State party is encouraged to proceed with updating its national legilation to conform it to the Convention. 

6. The report should indicate any mechanisms in place to monitor progress toward the full realization of the Convention rights, including recognition of indicators and related national benchmarks in relation to each of the Convention rights. 

The report contains little information about State’s mechanisms (such as indicators and national benchmarks) used to measure and monitor the progress in the realization of the Convention rights. 

The State party is encouraged to establish such mechanisms of measuring progress. This enables the State party itself to have a better picture of its real achievements in implementing its own agenda for the promotion of the rights of persons with disabilities consistent with its obligations under the Convention.

The State party is encouraged to follow the recommendations of the Committee.
7. The report should indicate the judicial and other appropriate remedies in place enabling victims to obtain redress in the case of violation of their Convention rights 

There is little information specifically with regard to a mechanism of enforcing the implementation of the Convention rights, apart from the procedure of Amparo. There is an Office of the Ombudsman in the State party; however its functions are not spelled out in the report. Likewise it is not clear what the role of ordinary courts is. 

The State party is encouraged to provide comprehensive information on how the system of remedies for enforcement of the Convention rights operates in the national system and to disseminate this information among persons with disabilities (including their right to address the Committee with petitions as a last resort).
The State party is further encouraged to establish a comprehensive and effective system of remedies to ensure the implementation of each of the Convention rights, enabling persons with disabilities to address this system in case of violations of their rights under the Convention, especially in cases when the provisions of the Convention are not matched with corresponding national legislation.
8. The report should indicate any structural or other significant obstacles arising from factors beyond the State party’s  control which impede the full realization of the Convention rights including details of the steps being taken to overcome them
The State party in its report does not suggest the existence of factors beyond its control that could have prevented it from adopting measures (legislative and otherwise) for the full realization of the Convention rights. 
The State party  is encouraged to follow the recommendations of the Committee and promote the full realization of the Convention rights in good faith. 
9. In the report, any reservation to or declaration relating to any article of the Convention by the State party should be explained and its continued existence clarified

The State party has made no reservations to the CRPD Convention.  

10. The report should indicate any provisions of legislation currently in force that the State party considers to be an obstacle to the implementation of the Optional Protocol and whether there are any plans to review such provisions
The report provides no indication of existence of any such obstacles; therefore nationals of Costa Rica could report any violations of the Convention to the Committee as a mechanism of last resort. 

III. Analysis of the report (article by article)
Articles 1 to 4 of the Convention
Under these Articles, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information clarifying, inter alia, the following issues:

a) The definition of “disability” and “long-term impairment” under national law

b) The definition of “reasonable accommodation”  and “disproportionate and undue burden”

c) The implementation of the Convention principles including, but not limited to, promotion of the full realization of the rights

d) The specification of each right as being immediately or progressively implemented

The report contains no specific information with regard to articles 1 to 4 of the Convention. In particular id does not provide how it defines “disability”  “reasonable accommodation”. However a number of Acts adopted are listed dispersedly throughout the report (see further below comments on each of the Convention rights).
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee on the implementation of articles 1 to 4 of the Convention.

Article 5 Equality and non-discrimination

Under this article, the Committee encouraged the State party to provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

a) The real possibility of using existing laws to protect rights; 

b) measures to guarantee equal and effective protection, including reasonable accommodation; and
c) policies, programs and affirmative action to ensure a de facto equality of persons with disabilities with other members of society
In terms of normative framework, the report states that in order to ensure equality and non discrimination of persons with disabilities, apart the Constitution of the State party the following Acts were adopted (paras. 17, 20, 26, 142):

-The Act on Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (and its Regulations) (Act No. 7600) (adoption date unspecified);

-The Act to Ensure Reserved Spaces for Persons with Disabities in Public Events (adoption date unspecified);
-The Act establishing the National Council on Rehabilitation and Special Education (adoption date unspecified);
-The Act Establishing the Office of the Ombudsman (adoption date unspecified);
-The General Police Act (adoption date unspecified).

-National Disability Policy (focusing on human rights) 

Two other Acts are pending adoption:

The Bill on Personal Autonomy of Persons with Disabilities (to abolish the institution of guardianship) 

The Bill Reforming Exceptions to the Copyright Law (to incorporate exceptions to the law relating to persons with disabilities).
In terms of institutional framework, the report states that the following organs were established in the State party (para. 20):
-The National Council on Rehabilitation and Special Education (which is the lead entity of the State party on disability);

-The Office of the Ombudsman.
In terms of the real possibility of using the existing laws to protect rights, the report mentions the procedure of Amparo used by the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court, which entitles citizens to address their complaints on violations of rights enshrined in the Constitution directly to the Supreme Court. Decisions under the procedure of Amparo are final and of mandatory implementation. The report notes that in the period between 2008-2011, 141 decisions were taken relating to the rights of persons with disabilities, most of which concerned the right of accessibility, for lack of ramps, sidewalks, parking lots for persons with disabilities etc (para. 19).
The State party should be encouraged to update the Committee on any practical measures being implemented to combat discrimination against persons with disabilities (such as controlling and inspecting organs, fiscal and economic incentives, judicial and non-judicial measures of redress including sanctions or compensations for violations of rights).  The State party is encouraged to update its anti-discrimination legislation. 

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about how the institutional framwork  (in particular the Office of the Ombusdman and the National Council on Rehabilitation and Special Education) works to protect persons with disabilities against discrimination.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the policies, measures and affirmative action adopted in the State party to ensure a de facto of persons with disabilities with other members of society.

The State party is also encouraged to establish a comprehensive and effective system of remedies to ensure the implementation of each of the Convention rights, enabling persons with disabilities to address this system in case of violations of their rights under the Convention. 
Article 6 Women with disabilities

Under this article, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:  

Recognition of gender inequality of women and parity of rights between women, girls, men and boys, and among persons with and without disabilities (in schools, employment, etc.; prevention of violence against women)
With regard to the situation of women with disabilities, the report notes that some work was done to promote their rights. This work included the “annual implementation of micro-enterprise fairs for women, and training for mothers of the disabled children and adults in entrepreneurial skills”; and “campaigns promoting women’s rights” (paras. 103, 149)
There is not specific information about how the State party intends to addess the gender inequality of women with disabilities and other members of society, and between men and women with disabilities in such specific areas like social security, reconciliation of working and familiy life, and education of boys and girls with disabilities.
The State party is encouraged to adopt specific legislative acts countering discrimination against women and to adopt action plans for the promotion of the rights of women with disabilities, including strategies, plans, programs and methodologies for correcting the inequalities between men and women with disabilities.  The State party should also be encouraged to adopt specific measures to prevent violence against women and girls with disabilities including through regular collection of disaggrageted statistical data on discrimination against women with disabilities, types of disabilities, by location (urban/rural), and the results of the measures taken to prevent discrimination.  

The State party is also encouraged to provide information on discrimination practices between boys and girls with disabilities including in access to education in urban and rural areas.  
Article 7 Children with disabilities

Under this article, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

The issues concerning children with disabilities, including children being able to freely express their views and children having appropriate assistance
The report does not provide specific information with regard to article 7 as such but only in connection with article 24 on the right ro education (see comments below on article 24).

In particular the report provides no evidence of any Act in the State party that deals specifically with the rights of children. In particular it mentions no Act in the State party that ensures the right of children to freely express their views.  Likewise it mentions no strategies, plans or programs adopted in the State party to address the barriers faced by children with disabilities in enjoying their rights in a global manner.
The report gives no data on cases of ill-treatmet of children with disabilities in schools or family contexts and the strategies adopted to conteract against such cases .

The State party is encouraged to provide further information with regard to the legal and practical measures undertaken to give effect to the provisions of the Convention concerning children with disabilities (in strategies, plans, programs to address barriers faced by children in education, on issues such as the real possibility of using available institutions to protect rights enshrined in the Convention etc); the extent of the support provided to families with disabilities; it should also provide disaggregated data with regard to cases of ill-treatment of children and measures planned to counter such acts. 
Article 8 Awareness-raising

Under this article, the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Work done in the education system and the media to portray a positive image of persons with disabilities (to change attitudinal behaviour and bias with regard to persons with disabilities); work done with persons with disabilities and others to inform about the contents of the Convention
The report provides little to no specific information under this article, however, throughout consulted persons with disabilities complained of lack of awareness raising plans and strategies intended to potray a positive image of persons with disabilities to reduce inequality and discrimination (see comments on the sections on access to justice, education, health of this shadow report below).
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee with extended information concering its work to implement article 8 of the Convention.

The State party is encouraged to proceed with the dissemination of positive information about persons with disabilities. The State party should also be encouraged to extend its dissemination work to cover the education system with programs intended to portray a positive image of persons with disabilities among the children and all university students
The State party is encouraged to develop other methods of disseminating information about the Convention, including the use of the media, the incorporation of provisions of the Convention in the school and university programs on human rights education. 

The State party should also develop and disseminate information about remedies that persons with disabilities could utilize in case of violation of their Convention rights, including their right to address their grievances directly to the Committee under the Optional Protocol.  

Article 9 – Accessibility

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures (legislative and others) for access to the environment (physical (built in, transport), information, communications, social (facility and services provided to the public); accessibility standards, control, and sanctions for non-compliance

Measures (legislative and others) for access to the environment (physical (built in, transport), information, communications, social (facility and services provided to the public)
The State party has adopted a number of measures (including acts and implementation plans) aimed at facilitating the accessibility of the built in environment, communications and social services (para. 20, 25, 26). 

These Acts include:
-The Act on Equal Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities (and its Regulations) (Act No. 7600) (adoption date unspecified);

-The Act to Ensure Reserved Spaces for Persons with Disabities in Public Events (adoption date unspecified);

-The Policy on Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities in the Judiciary (adoption date unspecified);

Two other Acts are pending adoption:

The Bill on Personal Autonomy of Persons with Disabilities (to abolish the institution of guardianship) 

The Bill Reforming Exceptions to the Copyright Law (to incorporate exceptions to the law relating to persons with disabilities).

In terms of activities, the report provides for a number of them for each of the areas identified (such as eucation, health, access to justice etc (see comments on each of these sections.) 
The report states noting with regards to the accessibility measures undertaken in the rural area. 
The report says nothing about the possible existence of accessbility standards in the State party.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the practical measures adopted to ensure the full accessibility of public spaces, information and social communication media in urban and rural areas, including the adoption of accessibility roadmaps and standards with detailed phases of implementation. 
Article 10 – Right to Life 

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Right to life of persons with disabilities; Prohibition of arbitrary deprivation of life

The State party invoque (see paras. 16, 34, 90), but does not provide specific information pertaining to measures taken to ensure the implementation of acticle 10.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee on measures taken to implement article 10 of the Convention. In particular the State party is encouraged to update the Committee on whether guardians have a right to decide about termination of medical treatment is established in the State party. If so the State party is encouraged to update the Committee on the measures planned or undertaken to ensure the free and informed consent of persons with disabilities under all circumstances in accordance with the principle and right of full legal capacity of persons with disabilities (article 12), and the right of everyone not to be arbitrarily deprived of life (article 10). 

Article 11 - Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to include persons with disabilities in national emergency protocols; Measures taken to ensure that humanitarian aid relief is distributed in an accessible way to persons with disabilities caught in humanitarian emergency
The report notes that action has been taken to assist persons with disabilities in emergency situations. It states that “emergency plans have been implemented and in some cases disaster relief regulations haven prepared” which give priority attention to persons with disabilities in emergencies (paras. 104, 105, 115). 
The State party is encouraged to provide more information on its actions to implement article 11 of the Convention.

The State party is encouraged to adopt comprehensive legislation and action plans protecting persons with disabilities in situations of emergency (including specific measures to ensure that humanitarian aid and relief are distributed in accessible way to persons with disabilities; provide special training both for persons with disabilities and for professionals whose mission is working with persons with disabilities in such situations and the necessary budget allocations).
Article 12 - Equal recognition before the law
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Legislation does or does not exist which restricts the full legal capacity on the basis of disability and measures being taken towards conformity with article 12; support for persons with disabilities to exercise their legal capacity and manage their financial affairs; existence of safeguards against abuse of supported decision-making models

The report provides no specific information on this article; however, it notes that a Bill on Personal Autonomy of Persons with Disabilities is pernding before the Parliament since 2009 for adoption. The report notes that this Bill is intended to abolish the institutition of guardianship (para. 26).
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee with regards to Article 12 of the Convention, in particular inform about the status of the Bill on Personal Autonomy of Persons with Disabilities which has been in the Parliament since 2009). 
The State party should be encouraged to adopt a comprenhesive law reform strategy and action plan to replace the present substitute decision-making (guardianship) system by mechanisms that only support persons with disabilities in their decision-making to ensure their full legal capacity as required under the Convention. Any such measures of supported decision-making should be subject to regular review. The lack of legal capacity to act of persons with disabilities has implications for the realization of practically all other rights granted by the Convention.

Article 13 - Access to justice

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Effective access to justice at all stages of the legal process; effective training of personnel in the national justice and prison system; age-related accommodations
In terms of access to justice, the report recalls that the Constitutional framework of the State party grants effective access to justive for all, and a Policy on Accessibility for Persons with Disabilities in the Judiciary was adopted. A Bill on Reforming Exceptions to the Copyright Law and a Bill on Personal Autonomy of Persons with Disabilities are in the Parliament for adoption.  It also notes that the Constitutional Chamber of the Supreme Court makes use of the procedure of Amparo enabling citizens to file direct complaints to it  about violations of their rights under the Constitution. Decisions taken under the Amparo procedure are final and of mandatory implementation. In the period 2008-2011, 141 decisions were adopted by the Chamber on issue related with rights of persons with disabilities, most of these decisions related to lack of physical accessibility and infraestructure for mobility such as sidewalks, ramps, access to parking lots etc (paras. 17-19, 25-27).

To improve access to justice, the State has also conducted a number of training workshops on accessibility and disability, and on handling cases of violence against persons with disabilities for justice staff (para. 21);
In terms of physical accessibility of justice institutions, 12 out of 15 judicial circuits were built, nine police stations were remodelled, and 10 other projects were built (paras.22, 24).
In terms of access to communications and information, a number of improvements were made in the judicial library (para.23).

In terms of pending work, the report notes the training of personnel and work on improving accessibility (paras. 28-30).

The reports notes that consulted civil society organizations were concerned that accessibility to justice was being restricted to an issue of physical accessibility, leaving other important aspects of accessibility to justice out of sight. They were also concerned by the lack of sufficient training and awareness of personnel which led to enaquality and discrimination of persons with disabilities (paras.31-33).
The denial of legal capacity of persons with disabilities has several implications for them in the access to justice on equal terms with others. The report is silent about whether persons with disabilities who are denied legal capacity may have access to justice and if so to what extent. In particular, their right to report crimes and to testify in court. The report is also silent on the issue of the application of the doctrine of insanity. 

The report is silent about any age- related accommodations being developped in the State party justice system.

The State party is encouraged to ensure for persons with disabilities an effective access to justice. A first step towards this goal would be to replace the full guardianship system by a mechanissm that supports persons with disabilities in their decision-making. The State party should also provide further information about the status of persons with disabilities under guardianship in the justice system as well as the application of the doctrine of insanity.

The State party is further encouraged to adopt a full fledged, effective, accessible and affordable system of remedies and redress in case of violations of the Convention rights, including the possibility of addressing international human rights institutions such as the CRPD Committee.
Article 14 - Liberty and Security of the Person

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that persons with disabilities are not deprived of liberty on the basis of disability; prohibition of institutionalization of persons with disabilities 
The report invoques article 14 in para. 16, but provides little to no information about the implementation of this article. 
The State party is encouraged to provide information about the implementation of article 14 of the Convention.

. 
Article 15 - Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Prevention from medical or scientific experimentation without their free and informed consent; persons with disabilities should be made part of national strategies and mechanisms to prevent torture

The report invoques article 15 in para. 16, but provides little to no information about the implementation of this article. 

The State party is encouraged to provide information about the implementation of article 15 of the Convention
Article 16 - Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to protect persons with disabilities from all forms of exploitation, violence and abuse; social protection measures to assist and support persons with disabilities; measures to ensure that all services and programmes designed to serve persons with disabilities are accessible and effectively monitored by independent authorities; measures to ensure that all persons with disabilities who are victims of violence have access to effective recovery, rehabilitation programmes; and acts of violence and abuse against persons with disabilities are identified, investigated and, where appropriate, prosecuted

The report invoques article 16 in para. 16, but provides little to no information about the implementation of this article. 

In para, 105, the report notes that a major pending action is the development of protocols to take care of persons with disabilities when emergencies accur such as “abuse and/or violence, whether within the family unit or in alternative housing arrangements where people with disabilities live especially those exposed to neglect” (para. 105, see also para. 119).

The State party is encouraged to provide updated and more extended information about the implementation of article 16 of the Convention.
Article 17 - Protecting the integrity of the person

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Protection of persons with disabilities from medical (or other) treatment given without the free and informed consent; protection of persons with disabilities from forced sterilization, and girls and women from forced abortions; independent review organizations (role and composition) and programmes of work

The report invoques article 17 in para. 16, however that section is silent about the work done in the State party to implement Article 17 of the Convention.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the work undertaken to implement article 17 of the Convention.

Article 18 - Liberty of movement and nationality

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure the right of persons with disabilities to acquire a nationality and not to be deprived of it; to ensure the right of a person with disabilities to enter or leave his/her country freely; measures to ensure that every new-born child with a disability be registered upon birth and given a name and a nationality

The report states that the Constitution (article 22) of the State party ensures freedom of movement of persons with disabilities in particular stating that:

“Every Costa Rican may move about and stay anywhere within the Republic or abroad, provided he is free from any liability, and return whenever it may be convenient to him. No requirements can be demanded of Costa Ricans in order to prevent their entrance into the country.” (para. 133)

The report provides little information about the right to leave and enter the country freely including persons with disabilities under guardianship, the rights of persons with disabilities to immigrate into the State party.
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee and expand information on work undertaken to implement article 18 of the Convention.

Article 19 - Living independently and being included in the community
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

The existence of independent living schemes, including the provision of personal assistants for persons who so require; the existence of in-house support services allowing persons with disabilities to live in their community; the existence and range of options of residential services for living arrangements, including shared and sheltered accommodation which take into account the form of disability; the degree of accessibility for persons with disabilities to community services and facilities provided to the general population

The report invoques article 19 in para. 90, but that section provides very little information (para.1010) about work done in the State party to implement Article 19 of the Convention, in particular the existence of independent living schemes, the existence of in-house support services allowing persons with disabilities to live in their community, etc.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee and expand information about the work undertaken to implement article 19 of the Convention.

Article 20 - Personal mobility

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to facilitate the personal mobility of persons with disabilities, including the use of street signs for accessibility; measures taken to ensure that the technologies are user-friendly; measures taken to give training in mobility skills to persons with disabilities and specialist staff 

The report notes that with regard to personal mobility a lot remains to be done in terms of granting accessible public transportation and sidewalks as they continue to limit the mobility of persons with disabilities. Indeed only 41% of pulic transportation has been made accessible (para.156,157, 166) (see also comments on article 24 in this shadow report).

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee and expand its information on work undertaken to implement article 20 of the Convention.

Article 21 - Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that information provided to the general public is accessible to persons with disabilities; measures to ensure that persons with disabilities can use their preferred means of communication in all forms of official interaction and access to information, such as sign language, Braille, and other accessible means; measures to urge private entities and mass media to provide their information and services in an accessible form for persons with disabilities; degree of accessibility of mass media and percentage of public websites that comply with the Web Accessibility Initiative (WAI) standards; Legislative and other measures taken linked to the official recognition of sign language(s)

The report notes that articles 28 and 29 of the Constitution ensure the right of persons with disability to freedom of expression by providing that : “No one may be disturbed or persecuted for the expression of his opinions or for any act which does not infringe the law” and “Every person may communicate his thoughts verbally or in writing and publish them without prior censorship; but he is liable for any abuses committed in the exercise of this right, in such cases and in such manner as established by law” (para.133).
Specific challenges regarding the implementation of the right to information in accessible forms are scattered throught the various sections of the report.

However, there is little information on the measures taken to ensure to persons with disabilities, their right to use their preferred means of communication in all forms of official interaction, or measures to ensure that private entities and mass media provide information in accessible format for persons with disabilities.
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee with extended information on work undertaken to implement article 21 of the Convention.

Article 22 - Respect for privacy

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to protect the privacy of personal, health and rehabilitation related information of persons with disabilities; measures taken so that persons with disabilities are not concealed on the pretext of protection of privacy

The report is silent about the work done in the State party to implement Article 22 of the Convention.

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the work undertaken to implement article 22 of the Convention.

Article 23 - Respect for home and the family

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that persons with disabilities may exercise the right to marry and to found a family on the basis of full and free consent; that persons with disabilities have access to family planning, assistive reproduction and adoption or fostering programmes; that parents with disabilities, who so require, are provided with the adequate support in their child-rearing responsibilities, ensuring the parent-child relationship; that no child is separated from her/his parents because of the disability of either the child or one or both of the parents; to support fathers and mothers, in order to prevent concealment, abandonment of the boy or girl with a disability; to avoid institutionalization of boys and girls with disabilities whose parents are unable to care for them

The report notes that “regarding the right to marriage, family planning and keeping children in the family, Costa Rican Law does not contain specific provisions pertaining to persons with disabilities”. It notes however that “since these are fundamental rights, the State must protect their full exercise by all persons” (paras.109,107 ).

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee about the work its is planning to undertake to implement article 23 of the Convention.


Article 24 - Education
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures to ensure that every child with disabilities has access to early-stage education, and mandatory primary, secondary and higher education

The report states that the State party has adipted the following measures (paras. 51-53):

· State Education Policy  (includes policies on access to education for persons with special education needs);

·   The Quality Education Center (governs the education of persons with special needs);
· The National Plan for Public Higher Education ( works to enable better conditions for persons with disabilities at Universities);
· The Inter-University Commission for Higher Education ( coordinates policies on access to Higher Education for persons with education needs and/or persons with disabilities;
· A number of plans of guidelines at nivel of Universities;

· The Program for Services for Students with Special Education Needs (supports equality and non discrimination in Higher Education).
In terms of habilitation and rehabilitation projects individual projects have been developed by individual universities to facilitate communications and information sharing with persons with disabilities, by equipping computers with new programs. The ministry of public education also offers the services of itinerant trachers who offer assistance to students with intellectual and learning disabilities (para. 54, 55);
The report gives statistics with regard to persons with disabilities enrolled in schools other than universities, and notes that in 2010, there were more than 100 thousand students with disabilities enrolled in schools and receiving direct care or support service. A number of these students were enrolled in 22 special education centers located in various regions of the State party. In addition there are 28 Centers for Comprehensive Service for Adults with Disabilities (paras.  56-62);
In terms of accessibility the report notes that work is done regarding information technologies and accessibility of physical spaces in particular in the National Distance University and the Costa Rican Technical University (paras. 63,64).
The report further states that a number of training activities were conducted intended for teachers, parents and persons with disabilities by the National Resource Center for Inclusive Education (paras. 65-67).
The report notes that a number of actions and challenges are pending including, improving accessibility, and fighting persistant barriers against inclusing education (paras. 68-70).

The report also notes that consulted local civil society organizations were concerned that inclusive education and non segregation of persons with disabilities remained a challenge in the State party. NGOs also alerted to the fact that accessibility work was restricted to building ramps in schools; it did not take into account other elements of accessibility, inclusive development and universal design. They also denounced the fact that transportation for persons with disabilities was not being given and the need for more awareness-raising work with staff and universities (paras. 71-74).
There is little information about programs tailored to persons with disabilities in higher institutions of education and in schools in the rural areas.
The State party is encouraged to provide information with regard to the development of inclusive education strategies in the rural areas.

The State party is encouraged to design and implement a plan of school integration of children with disabilities with specific benchmarks, control and sanctions for non-implementation which includes university education. 
The State party is also recommended to increase available resources in order to meet its obligations to provide for the same school opportunities to all including children with disabilities by gradually replacing the special education system with an integrated school system offering all reasonable accommodations for children with disabilities in both the capital city and other urban and rural areas. 

Article 25 - Health

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures that protect against discrimination and ensure that persons with disabilities have the same access to quality health services, including in the area of sexual and reproductive health; to ensure that persons with disabilities have access to disability-related health rehabilitation in their community freely and without financial cost 

The report states that with regard to policies the State party has adopted the following measures to ensure to persons with disabilities access to quality healthcare without discrimination and on the basis of equality (para. 35):

-The National Health Policy,

-The National Health plan (2010-2021),

-The National Strategic Health Plan for HIV and AIDS (2010-2015)

-The National HIV and Aids Policy (2006-2015)

Two more plans are being developed:
-The National Plan on Violence against Human

-The National Plan of Physical Activity

In terms of accessibility of healthcare institutions, the report states that a number of remodelling and new construction work has been done with the accessibility requirements in mind, including the remodelling of the National Rehabilitation Center, and the building of 34 new healthcare facilities for the Ministry of Health. This work has included adaptation of sanitary facilities and construction of ramps, signage, lifts with technology usable by persons with disabilities among others (paras.37, 42).
The report also note that the State party has conducted a number of awareness raising training intended for the healthcare staff, and this included training in sign language (para. 41)

In terms of access to rehabilitation services, the report notes that habilitation and rehabilitation services were rendered at 25 regional centers, 208 workplaces medical clinics, and attended 7,209 house calls bu the department of medical center of the National Insurance Institute. In addition to this under the Japan- Costa Rica Cooperation Agreement 2006 vocational training is offered to persons with disabilities will to find a job by the National Rehabilitation Centre (para. 38).
The report also states that habilitation and rehabilitation services also include orthopaedic appliences; inspection of the houses of persons with disabilities and the provision of economic assistance to them for the purpose of making accessibility adjustements to them; developmental training is also given to persons with disabilities to teach them skills to enable them to cope with daily life problems at home, or to enable them to re-enter the labour market by learning new jobs. In addition those who have work-provoqued disabilities are paid compensations money for the loss suffered apart form medical and rehabilitation assistance (paras. 39-40).
The report notes that a number of actions are pending including mainstreaming disability issues in the HIV/AIDS National Strategic Plan (2010-2015); awareness raising work with healthcare service staff about the rights of persons with disabilities; 56 more buildings under the Ministry of Health will be remodelled to meet accessibility standards (para. 43-46).
The report notes that consulted civil society organizations raised the issue of the need for more awareness-raising work with healthcare staff about the human rights of persons with disabilities, and the lack of sexual and reproductive healthcare projects and programs intended for persons with disabilities (paras. 47-49).
The report is not clear whether persons with disabilities are entitled to free healthcare including habilitation and rehabilitation assistance.
The report is silent about the services of mental healthcare institutions.  

There is no information about the extent and degree of effectiveness of the model of healthcare assistance provided to persons with disabilities in the State party.
There is little information about programs of sexual and reproductive health specially intended for persons with disabilities.
The State party is encouraged to provide updated information with regard to the work of mental healthcare institutions.

The State party is encouraged to adopt and implement a comprehensive and global healthcare strategy and plan for persons with disabilities (comprising the promotion, preventive measures, assistance and rehabilitation) and covering all types of disabilities in urban and rural areas.
The State party is also encouraged to adopt specific accessibility implementation plans for healthcare and health institutions and services, with specific benchmarks, control mechanisms and sanctions for non-compliance. 

Article 26 - Habilitation and Rehabilitation
Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

General habilitation and rehabilitation programmes for persons with disabilities, in the areas of health, employment, education and social services, including in rural areas; and to ensure that participation in habilitation and rehabilitation services and programmes is voluntary

The report states that information on habilitation and rehabilitation efforts was supposed to be reflected in the section on work and imployment (however, that section little to no information in this regard) (para.75).
There is some information on habilitation and rehabilitation projects in the section on healthcare (see paras. 38-40 and comments on article 25 of this report) and in the section on education (paras.54, 55 and comments on article 24 of this report). 
The report is silent about the work of psychiatric institutions, or about the steps undertaken by the State party to ensure that participation in habilitation and rehabilitation services and programs is voluntary in particular for persons with mental forms of disabilities.
Likewise little is said about mechanisms to prevent violations of the rights of persons with disabilities in the provision of rehabilitation services.
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee with regard to its habilitation and rehabilitation programs in the area of employment, education and social services, including in the rural areas.

The State party is in particular encouraged to provide updated information about the work of psychiatric institutions and mechanisms in place to ensure voluntary participation of persons with mental forms of disabilities in rehabilitation programs. 

The State party is encouraged to develop an efficient and comprenhensive program of habilitation and rehabilitation services to cover all persons with disabilities both in urban and rural areas.
Article 27 - Work and employment

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to ensure protection against discrimination in all stages of employment;  the impact of targeted employment programmes and policies in place to achieve full and productive employment among persons with disabilities ; affirmative and effective action measures for the employment of persons with disabilities in the regular labour market; accessibility of persons with disabilities to open employment and vocational training services, including those for the promotion of self-employment; availability of technical and financial assistance for the provision of reasonable accommodations; measures to assure the retention and retraining of workers who suffer a workplace injury resulting in a disability preventing them from performing their previous tasks; to ensure various forms of work, such as work on location, telecommuting (off-site/at home) and subcontracting, and work opportunities offered by new communication technologies

The report notes that the legal framework for the employability of persons with disabilities includes the Labour Code (adoption date unspecified); the Executive Decree No. 30391 creating the Equal Opportunities Unit for persons with disabilities; Act Nr. 8862 on Inclusion and Labour Protection for Persons with Disabilities in the Public Sector, the Directive Nr. 14 creating the Inter-Ministerial Technical Commission on Employability of Disabled Persons, and Act Nr. 7092 creating incentives for companies to invest in accessibility for persons with disabilities which tax exempted (paras. 76, 89(e)). In particular, these Laws establish a quota of 5% person of jobs for personswith disabilities (para. 89(d)).

The report notes that work was done to promote the employment and inclusion of persons with disabilities. This work included training, two projects with the support of international cooperation (the project Kaloie, and the project POETA) and the implementation of a Pilot Plan for workplace inclusion of persons with disabilities (paras.78-81).
The report notes that these promotion projects are also in themselves affirmative actions (para. 82).

In terms of monitoring mechanisms, the report notes that the Ministry of Labour and Social Security has strengthened its representation at regional level ,by including representantives of its Equal Opportunities Unit for persons with disabilities in the the project executions processes (para. 79).
The report states that a number of actions remain pending; including strengthening the capacity of the Equal Opportunities Unit of the Ministry of Labour (para. 84, 85).
The report notes that consulted local civil society organizations said that parallel to the promotion of the employment of persons with disabilities, the State should also create accessibility conditions (in particular accessible transportation) to enable greater mobility for persons with disabilities; they raised concerns with regard to the discrimination of persons with disabilities who cannot compete on equal terms with persons without disabilities. The reason for this local NGOs see in the lack of awareness raising, necessary technical aids in order to creater greater inclusiveness of persons with disabilities. Orher problems raised include the lack of statistics about employed and unemployed persons with disabilities in the State party (paras.86-89). 
The report fails to provide global comparative statistics on employment of persons with disabilities and those without disabilities in the State party. 

Likewise there is little information about any specific legislative measures preventing the unfair dismissal of persons with disabilities, or measures taken to facilitate reemployment of persons with disabilities who have lost their jobs.
The State party is encouraged to adopt a global action Strategy for the employment of persons with disabilities with benchmarks, control mechanisms and sanctions for violations to ensure an effective implementation of the Convention. 

The State party is also recommended to continue awareness raising campaigns to develop a national culture of inclusion of persons with disabilities by offering more effective opportunities for their valid engagement in productive employment.
The State party is further encouraged to continue finding ways of promoting the implementation of its quota system and develop other incentives discouraging violations of the law. 
Article 28 - Adequate standard of living and social protection

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to ensure availability and access by persons with disabilities to clean water, adequate food, clothing and housing; to ensure access by persons with disabilities to services, devices and other appropriate assistance at affordable prices, including the availability of programmes that cover disability related extra financial costs; to ensure access by persons with disabilities, in particular women and girls and older persons with disabilities, to social protection programmes and poverty reduction programmes

The report states that there are two kinds of social protection programs established in the State party:  a) one deals with the poverty dimension and its purpose is to to relieve persons with disabilities in situation of poverty; and the second deals with the protection dimension and its purpose is to come in help of persons with disabilities in situations of risk and neglect (paras. 92-94).
The social assistance programs are conducted by different institutions and have different sources of financing including the Social Protection plan, the regular budget of the Republic, the family and social development allowances,and the National Scholarship Fund for Students in Situations of Poverty. These funds are disbursed by the Social Protection Board, the National Council for Rehabilitation and Special Education and the Inter-Agency Institute for Social Assistance (paras. 92-99).

 The report states that at the local municipal level a number of projects are also conducted and they include economic support services, promotion of the accessibility of the physical space and information and the advancement of persons with disabilities (para. 100).
-Economci support services include: care for elderly persons with disabilities, granting of scholarships, accessible housing design, housing vouchers for families of people with disabilities etc (para. 101);
-In terms of accessibility of physical space and information, inspections are conducted to ensure the accessibility of public and private facilities (para.102);
-In terms of promotion of persons with disabilities measures adopted include support to micro enterprises, training for mother of children with disabilitie, support for associations of people with disabilities etc (para.103)

The report notes that a lot still remains to be done including: the development of protocols to take care of persons with disabilities in emergency situations arrive such natural disasters, abuse or violence, the lack of human and financial resources (paras.104-108); 
The report also notes that there are no specific provisions in the law of the State party regarding the right to marriage of persons with disabilities (para.109); other pending actions concern the accessibility of information and the development of sign language (para. 114); the lack of coordinations of state agencies in dealing with situations of exploitation, violence and abuse (para. 119).  To mitigate these shortcomings a number of actions are proposed (paras.110, 111, 115-117, 123-127).
The report notes that consulted civil society organizations raised concerns with regards to the use of  allocated resources, which they said do not reach those in need of them; the lack of accessibility of space and information; more training also needed for persons with disabilities (paras. 128-131).
The report provides no information about the extent of the implementation of its social protection program (for example how many persons with disabilities are covered by the different schemes (disagragated by type of disabilities, gender, urban and rural areas)?
The State party is encouraged to continue developing and implementing these programs while privileging the chances of full integration of persons with disabilities in the labour market in accordance with the human rights model of disability, through the provision of incentives for work on an accessible and fully inclusive environment with  reasonable accommodations. 
Article 29 - Participation in political and public life

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Legislation and measures to guarantee to persons with disabilities, in particular, persons with mental or intellectual disability, political rights, including, if it is the case, existing limitations and actions taken to overcome them; support provided, if any, to persons with disabilities  for the establishment and maintenance of organizations to represent their rights and interests at local, regional and national level

The report notes efforts by the State party’s authorities to enable everyone to cast a vote in particular persons with visual impairements by allowing them to be assisted by persons of their choice or to use a Braille grid placed on the ballot paper (para. 248); 

The report notes that to ensure full participation by people with disabilities in national political and public life, the State party has taken a number of measures: (a) to improve conditions for participation; (b) to enhance their political impact; (c) and to expand the mechanisms for collection of statistics on persons with disabilities (paras.134, 146);

In terms of granting access to information, the report states that the Supreme Electoral Tribunal prescribed various supporting materials such Braille templates of election ballots (para. 136);
In order to improve access to voting, training on the exercise of the right to vote for persons with disabilities, was provided to election advisors; likewise the 2010 elections were monitored with active participation of persons with disabilities (paras. 137-144);
In terms of expanding the machinery for collecting data, an Experimental Pilot Census for 2011 included a question to identify persons with disabilities (para. 145).
Similar activities we conducted at the regional level (paras. 147-153).

The report notes that a number issues still remain to be done, mostly those relating to access to information, to physical space and personal mobility (paras. 154-171).
The report notes that the consulted civil society organizations raised a number of issues including the need for ensuring accessibility of information and the lack of awareness among the institutions regarding the importance of political participation of persons with disabilities (paras. 172-175).
The report does not specify whether there is a specific legal obligation to make the premises in which voting takes place accessible to persons with mobility impairements; or to provide information on the voting via TV in accessible formats with subtitles and sign language interpretation.

There is also little said in termso of measures to ensure the voting rights of persons with visual impairements

 The report is silent on whether persons with mental forms of disability are allowed to vote.

The report is not clear on whether persons with disabilities may be elected to the national Parliament and hold positions in the Government and Judiciary including in senior positions such as ministers, ambassadors, and judges and prosecutors, and if so the percentage of such persons holding offices in the government and judiciary organs.
There is also little said about the support provided to organizations of persons with disabilities.

It is clear that the absence of a human rights model definition of persons with disabilities hampers the implementation of virtually all the Convention rights, in particular articles 12 and 29. Once the State party define disability in accordance with the CRPD Convention as the result of the interaction of a person with impairements and an unaccessible environment, it becomes clear that the problem is not with the impairements. People are “disabled” by the lack of accommodations around them and not because of their impairements. 

The State party is encouraged to update the Committee with regard to existing legislation concerning the right to vote of persons with mental forms of disabilities and visual impairements to vote and the steps undertakingto esnrue the realisation of this right.

The State party is further recommended to implement in law and practice the right of persons with disabilities to  an effective representation at all levels of the decision-making (Government, Parliament, Judiciary) which affects their interests if possible through a quota system to ensure diversity. 

Article 30 - Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

Measures taken to recognize and promote the right of persons with disabilities to take part on an equal basis with others in cultural life, including opportunities to develop and utilize their creative, artistic and intellectual potential; to ensure that cultural, leisure, tourism and sporting facilities are accessible to persons with disabilities, taking into account children with disabilities, including through the conditional use of public procurement and public funding; to ensure that intellectual property laws do not become a barrier for persons with disabilities in accessing cultural materials, including participation in relevant international efforts

The report states that among the measures taken to grant the right of persons with disabilities to take part on equal basis with others in cultural life, leisure and sports are:

1. In terms of access to cultural life, activities focused on organizing cultural events (but the report states that there are no data on how many people have participated in these events (para. 185) 

Work was also done to ensure accessibility of cultural facilities (such as theathers, museums, public libraries) (para. 186).
The report also identifies pending activities including the need to promote participation of persons with disabilities in cultural life (para. 190).

2. In terms of facilitating participation of persons with disabilities in recreation, leasure and sports, the Tourist Institute has prepared training schemes for personnel focusing on access to information. It has also started in 2010 to develop an informational tourism brochure on Costa Rica. Other activities included monitoring accessibility in tourism enterprises that offer services in Costa Rica, and in 2010, 121 inspections were carried out for that purpose (paras. 177,178);

The Sports Institute organized the Festival of Opportunities project, to develop the participation of persons with disabilities in recreational activities (para. 177);

A number of other accessibility projects were carried out in buildings and the National Stadium (paras. 179-181; 184,186);

Costa Rica has also participated in the Central American Games for Students with Disabiities (para. 182).

The report states that further activities were pending at the time of submission of the report, and these included improving accessibility of information, and of sports facilities, promote accessible tourism, etc (paras. 187-189,191-198). 

The report notes that consulted civil society organizations raised the issue of the need to open greater access to culture, in particular for those in remote areas of Costa Rica, promote accessible tourims and the need to develop and inclusise Sports policy rather than focusing on only persons with a particular form of disabilities (paras. 199-203).
The report itself also notes restrictions imposed on the right to leisure of persons with disabilities, by the adoption of a decree by the State party which limits the number of accessible rooms in hotels (para. 196).
There is no information in the report about any comprehensive strategies and programs intended to enable participation in cultural life recreation, leasure and sports.
The State party is recommended to proceed with its efforts to fully integrate persons with disabilities in cultural life, sports and leisure and adopt a comprenhensive strategy and program of inclusion of persons with disabilities in the cultural life, recreation, leasure and sports. 

Article 31 - Statistics and data collection

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:
Measures taken to collect disaggregated appropriate information, including statistical and research data, to enable the State party to formulate and implement policies, to give effect to the Convention, respecting human rights and fundamental freedoms, ethics, legal safeguards, data protection, confidentiality and privacy; the dissemination of these statistics and measures to ensure their accessibility by persons with disabilities
The report states that work remains to be done with regard to data collection and statistics on persons with disabilities.
The State party frankly recognises that the “country does not have a uniform system to record data on the situation of persons with disabilities.”  In particular it is only in the Experimental Pilot Census for 2011 that a question was included seeking to identify persons with disabilities (paras. 13-15; 145).   

 The State party is encouraged to boost its data collection capabilities with regard to persons with disabilities.


Article 32 - International cooperation

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia pertaining to:
Measures taken to guarantee that international cooperation be inclusive and accessible by persons with disabilities; actions toward facilitating and supporting capacity-building, including through the exchange and sharing of information, experiences, training programmes and best practices; on the progress, and effectiveness of programmes for the exchange of technical know-how and expertise for the assistance of persons with disabilities

The report states that the State party was engaged through the National Council for Rehabilitation and Special Education in 4 major cooperation projects facilitating and supporting capacity-building in the State party. These are the following:

-The Project “Limon Port City”, with cooperation funding from the International Development Bank (ongoing start date unspecified). It focus is on improving socio-cultural and economic conditions in the port city of Limon, through contruction and remodelling of infraestructure including accessibility conditions for persons with disabilities in the port City to boost tourism (paras. 206,207);
-The Project Kaloje, with the cooperation funding from the International Development Agency of Japan. Ist focus is on streghtening opportunities for social participation of persons with disabilities (forstering employment opportunities, strengthening rehabilitation services) (ongoing, start date unspecified) (paras. 208-214);
-The Project Partnership in Opportunities for Employment through Technologies in the Americas (POETA) (2008-2010), with funding from the Organization of American States (OAS) . Is focus was on on-the-job training for persons with disabilities (paras. 215-218); 
-A number of other training were developed with the support of the Ibero-American Inter-governmental Network for Technical Cooperation in 2008 and 2010 (para.219). 

The report says nothing about how it has planned to implement its programs of the Millennium Development Goals with a disability perspective. 

The State party is further encouraged to include a disability perspective in its program for the achievement of the MDGs, and inform how it intends to achieve the MDGs for persons with disabilities.
The State party is also encouraged to continue engaging in international cooperation efforts to implement the Convention.  

Article 33 - National implementation and monitoring

Under this article the Committee has recommended that the State party provide information, inter alia, pertaining to:

The designation of one or more focal points within the Government for matters relating to the implementation of the Convention and facilitate related action in different sectors and at different levels; the establishment of a framework, including one or more independent mechanisms, as appropriate and measures taken to promote, protect and monitor implementation of the Convention taking into account the principles relating to the status and function of national institutions for the protection and promotion of human rights; budget allocations for the purpose of national implementation and monitoring

The State party at the time of submission of the report to the CRPD Committee was still to designate officially the National Council for Rehabilitation and Special Education as the monitoring body for the implementation of the Convention (paras. 223 and 224, 229 and 230). 
The report says nothing about the organ the government has designated as the focal point for the implementation of the Convention in the State party. 
The State party is encouraged to update the Committee regarding the official confirmation of the National Council for Rehabilitation and Special Education as the monitoring body of the State party.

The State party is also encouraged to provide information concerning the organ of the government indicated as the focal point on the implementation of the Convention, and if it does not exist appoint one to serve in that capacity in line with the Convention.  
The State party is encouraged to enable these organs to fulfill their proper role by ensuring that proper budget allocations are made for the purpose of national implementation and monitoring of the Convention.
The State party is further encouraged to officially designate by Act of Parliament, national NGOs working for persons with disabilities in the State party as monitoring institutions under the Convention.
� US Department of State, Human Rights Reports Costa Rica, 2012; World Fact Book, Costa Rica, 2013 Update.
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