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Introduction
Alliance internationale pour la défense des droits et des libertés
respectfully submit the following list of priority issues for the consideration of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights in the context of its review of Egypt’s implementation of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR).
The questions below are intended to support the Committee in its dialogue with the State party by highlighting structural concerns and areas where additional clarification, data, and concrete measures are required to ensure effective and non-discriminatory enjoyment of Covenant rights.
Proposed List of Issues
1. Right to Adequate Housing (Article 11)
1. Please provide detailed information on measures taken to prevent forced evictions carried out without genuine consultation, due process guarantees, and access to adequate alternative housing.
2. How many households and individuals have been affected by demolitions and forced relocations over the past three years, disaggregated by location and socio-economic status?
3. What remedies and compensation mechanisms are available to persons whose housing rights have been violated?
2. Right to Food and Social Assistance (Articles 11 and 9)
4. What concrete measures has the State party adopted to ensure access to adequate and nutritious food for low-income households in the context of rising inflation and the reduction of subsidies?
5. What eligibility criteria and monitoring mechanisms govern food subsidy and cash transfer programmes, and how does the State ensure that the most vulnerable populations are effectively covered?
3. Right to Health (Article 12)
6. Please provide updated data on effective health insurance coverage among low-income populations and informal sector workers.
7. What measures are in place to ensure the continuous availability and affordability of essential medicines in public health facilities?
8. How does the State party address disparities in access to health services between urban and rural areas?
4. Right to Work and Just and Favourable Conditions of Work (Articles 6 and 7)
9. What is the current statutory minimum wage, and how does it compare to the national poverty line and the cost of living?
10. What legal and administrative safeguards exist to prevent arbitrary dismissal and to ensure access to effective remedies for workers?
11. What steps are being taken to protect workers’ rights to organise and to bargain collectively in practice?
5. Right to Social Security (Article 9)
12. Please indicate whether social protection programmes, including “Takaful and Karama”, ensure an adequate standard of living for beneficiaries in accordance with the minimum core obligations under the Covenant.
13. What percentage of individuals living below the poverty line currently benefit from social protection schemes?
6. Informal Employment and Vulnerable Workers (Articles 6, 7 and 9)
14. Please provide official data on the size of the informal workforce and its sectoral distribution.
15. What concrete measures are envisaged to integrate informal workers into social security, health insurance, and labour protection frameworks?
7. Economic and Social Rights of Persons Deprived of Liberty (Articles 11 and 12)
16. What standards govern the provision of health care, nutrition, and sanitary conditions in places of detention?
17. How does the State party monitor and ensure compliance with these standards, including through independent oversight mechanisms?
8. Impact of Economic Policies on Covenant Rights (Articles 2 and 11)
18. Has the State party conducted any human rights impact assessments of economic reform programmes, including those implemented in cooperation with international financial institutions?
19. What measures have been adopted to mitigate the negative effects of austerity measures, currency devaluation, and public spending reductions on low-income and vulnerable groups?
Concluding remark
AIDL respectfully encourages the Committee to seek detailed, disaggregated data and time-bound commitments from the State party in relation to the above issues, in order to ensure that economic, social and cultural rights are fully respected, protected, and fulfilled in accordance with the Covenant.
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