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 Ladies and Gentlemen, dear excellencies and distinguished members of the Committee, esteemed representatives of civil society, I am Saliha Đuderija MA, Assistant Minister of Human Rights and, as the head of delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, I have the honour and pleasure to acquaint you with due attention which, in the past period, Bosnia and Herzegovina, as a member of the UN and a State Party to the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, paid to the implementation of its provisions in the legal system of Bosnia and Herzegovina with the aim of preventing all forms of discrimination.

We remind you that Bosnia and Herzegovina has submitted its third periodic report to the UN Human Rights Council under the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families, following the required procedure and in cooperation with representatives of governmental and non-governmental sector, which will be considered today. 

Before we begin the presentation of the document I want to introduce the delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, consisting of:
 
- Nermina Kapetanovic, BiH Ambassador to the UN Permanent Mission to Geneva;         

- Zeljka Markovic-Sekulic, Assistant Minister to the BiH Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees, Member         

- Vanja Vujadin, Expert Advisor in the BiH Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees, Member         

- Nihada Tankovic, Expert Advisor in the BiH Ministry of Security, Member                  

- Asmir Kedic, Head in the Service for Fireigners' Affairs, Member         

- Rajko Klickovic PhD, Representative of the Government of Republika Srpska, Member         
 I also want to emphasize the importance of the interpreters, Roksanda Mičić and Marija Colic, without which communication and dialogue with the UN Human Rights Council would be significantly hampered.

 
GENERAL INFORMATION ON THE CONVECTION

 Bosnia and Herzegovina ratified the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families in 1996 and the Convention came into force in 2003. Bosnia and Herzegovina automatically took on the obligation to submit reports under the Convention.

 As in previous reporting, the Ministry for Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina is the competent ministry at the level of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which coordinated all the activities on putting together the third periodic report on the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers considered by the distinguished members of this Committee today.


The third periodic report covers the period from 2012 to 2016 and presents the activities undertaken by Bosnia and Herzegovina following concluding observations and recommendations made after presentation of the second periodic report. Today, at this session, members of the delegation of Bosnia and Herzegovina will share with you updates on the current situation in the field of migration.

 
PROCESS OF DRAFTING THE REPORT

As I have said, the Ministry of Human Rights and Refugees of Bosnia and Herzegovina coordinated activities during the preparation of the third periodic report under the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families which included, inter alia,  cooperation with numerous competent institutions at all levels of government in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Please, note that Bosnia and Herzegovina is a decentralized state and consists of two entities: the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Republika Srpska, and the Brcko District of BiH, which are responsible for the implementation of obligations arising from this Convention.

 Using CMW's guidelines for the preparation of the third periodic report on the implementation of the Convention, we compiled an appropriate questionnaire and designated reporting units responsible for submitting responses that we consolidated in responses of Bosnia and Herzegovina to recommendations given by CMW.

The methodology for drafting the report and the working document were presented to the core Working Group for drafting the third report. The Working Group was supported by UNDP Country Office in BiH. A workshop was held to train representatives of various institutions who were working on the report. After consolidating the received responses, a proposal of the third periodic report was made.

 
Following the statutory procedure, the proposal of the third periodic report was submitted to the competent authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina for opinion. Given the report reflected their views, the competent institutions in Bosnia and Herzegovina were able to give final opinions and comments that were included in the final version of the report of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which was sent, through the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, to CMW after completion of consultations and opinions given by competent governmental authorities of Entities and the Brcko District of BiH and approval given by the BiH Council of Ministers.

PROGRESS MADE IN BiH

As pointed out above, the third report is based on the information provided by competent institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the information presented in their annual reports.

 I will briefly present the most important activities in the recent past:

Based on the available information I can say that Bosnia and Herzegovina has seen certain positive developments in the field of migration.  I use the opportunity to emphasize continuous achievements in institutional capacity building and improvement of legislative framework.

The following is especially important to emphasize:

• in 2015, BiH passed the new Law on Aliens, which regulates conditions and procedures for entry of aliens in Bosnia and Herzegovina, the visa and non-visa regime; travel documents for aliens; stay and removal of aliens; admission and placement of aliens under surveillance; competency of authorities relevant for the implementation of this Law; violations etc., in accordance with European standards.

 • BiH passed the new Law on Asylum regulating the conditions and procedure for granting a refugee status, the status of subsidiary protection, cessation and revocation of the refugee status and the status of subsidiary protection, temporary protection, identification documents, rights and obligations of asylum-seekers, refugees and aliens under subsidiary protection, as well as other asylum-related issues.

• In 2016, BiH passed the Law on Legal Aid aiming to ensure that each individual has effective and equal access to justice in proceedings before the bodies and institutions of Bosnia and Herzegovina before which individual rights, obligations and interests are exercised or protected.

• In 2016, BiH passed Amendments to the Law on the Prohibition of Discrimination, which strengthened the mechanisms of protection and introduced age, disability and sexual orientation, gender identity, sex characteristics as grounds of discrimination.

• BiH adopted the 2016-2020 Migration and Asylum Strategy and Action Plan.  The Strategy is based on the principles of legality, state security, mutual cooperation and integration.

• BiH established a Migration Coordination Body of Bosnia and Herzegovina as a permanent body responsible for coordinating activities among competent institutions dealing with migration and asylum issues.

• Cooperation of competent institutions dealing with migration issues with non-governmental organizations has been established, so that persons under international protection are provided with legal aid by the Vasa Prava - Your Rights of BiH Association, based on the signed Protocol with the Ministry of Security of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

So far, all migration–related complaints received by the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina were filed by the Vasa Prava - Your Rights of BiH Association.

• We have good examples of cooperation with civil society organizations such as the Bosnian and Herzegovinian Women's Initiative NGO (BHWI) which provides psycho-social support to persons under international protection, while MFS-EMMAUS implements projects of direct assistance and protection of victims of trafficking and migrants, prevention and awareness-raising among groups at risk and the general population. This model of cooperation of an association with a state ministry responsible for migration and the ombudsman can certainly serve as an example of good practice.

 

 

CHALLENGES IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina has established a good institutional framework and arrangement and the most recent amendments of the Law on Aliens is aligned with the acquis to a large extent.

Most of the implementing regulations relating to migration are still valid and are being implemented. In recent years, one of the major challenges has been alignment of the legal framework providing that the state must provide additional sources of funding to raise standards for the protection of migrants.

 

The 2016-2020 Strategy and Action Plan on Migration and Asylum, which are now valid, are being implemented while administrative and professional capacities are being built at the same time. All competent institutions are trying to provide greater resources in the coming period and, at present, individual segments are supported by international actors, with the major support coming from the European Union. 

 

Responsible officers and other staff attend regular training but specialist training is still needed, for which it is necessary to provide additional sources of funding.

There are efforts to increase accommodation capacities of immigration centres through cooperation with the international organizations and the NGO sector and the provision of accommodation in safe houses, especially for vulnerable categories.

If the latest upward trend in the migrant surge in the country continues, we will face more challenges in providing sufficient accommodation and other needs for all migrants currently residing in BiH.

 

Staffs are regularly trained in international legislation and standards regarding the treatment of migrants placed in immigration centres. The established centres are provided with special departments for vulnerable migrants. In cooperation with the NGO sector, the capacity to place vulnerable groups in safe houses has been increased. The centres have also measures in place to prevent the infiltration of migrant smugglers. The valid legislation and agreements on cooperation with foreign donors allow for the effective both voluntary and forced return of irregular migrants to their countries of origin.

 

Bosnia and Herzegovina seeks to establish an effective return mechanism for irregular migrants in line with EU standards and policies. BiH has ratified readmission agreements with the EU, with all Western Balkan countries and Turkey, as well as implementing protocols with 16 EU Member States. The implementation of these agreements is generally smooth.

Cooperation in the return of irregular migrants who are not from the region to their countries of origin is challenging for BiH and other countries in the region and this cooperation is being further strengthened.

The system for collecting data is in place but it is necessary to additionally improve it, particularly when it comes to sharing and analysis of migration data. 

 

Current statistics show that in BiH:

- the trend of people coming to Bosnia and Herzegovina originating from countries with high migration rates has increased significantly

- the number of third country nationals returned to Bosnia and Herzegovina under different agreements on readmission has increased

- at the same time, the number of foreign nationals who have either been deported or have left Bosnia and Herzegovina voluntarily has increased significantly, also thanks to readmission agreements between Bosnia and Herzegovina and third countries (especially Montenegro and Serbia).  

- Available accommodation is currently being used to the maximum and may become inadequate if the current influx of asylum seekers continues. Authorities have established the legal and institutional means to manage possible sudden inflows, but current resources are still insufficient to fulfil this task.

 

According to the list of third countries, Bosnia and Herzegovina has maintained its visa-free regime largely consistent with the EU list of third countries. Bosnia and Herzegovina has Schengen and external borders.

The legal framework for border management is largely aligned with the EU acquis and is implemented smoothly. The 2015-2018 Integrated Border Management Strategy with Framework Action Plan, which is very much in line with the EU Integrated Border Management Concept, came into effect in January 2016, but it is still necessary to continue aligning the Strategy with the EU Integrated Border Management.
 

To summarize, the purpose of Bosnia and Herzegovina's participation at this distinguished meeting is to identify neuralgic points in the legislative and legal system of Bosnia and Herzegovina and, sharing lessons learned and good practices, to get recommendations on how  to address identified difficulties and overcome potential obstacles to inclusion in the European integration processes by improving the system of protection of individual human rights and freedoms guaranteed by the International Convention when it comes to the rights of migrant workers and their families. I hope you will have an opportunity to get to know other information in more detail from the other delegation members during these two days.


In this context, we take this opportunity to note that Bosnia and Herzegovina is making intensive efforts to find, as soon as possible, modalities for following-up recommendations of human rights treaty bodies with a view to fully implementing provisions of the International Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers, especially in light of current migration flows.

 

I believe that during this two-day discussion on the rights of migrant workers in Bosnia and Herzegovina, to the mutual satisfaction, we will contribute to the fuller and more effective protection of the migrant population in accordance with provisions of the Convention and the recommendations given regarding current issues in life of migrant workers residing in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Thank you for your attention and having confidence in us.
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