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Dear Colleagues,

This is the first time that I will make closing remarks in my capacity as Chair of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women. At the outset, please let me thank you wholeheartedly for your collegiality, solidarity and support during this challenging session.

As we are coming to the end of the nietieth session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, it is customary for the Chair to sum up the work completed during this session.

Let me start from the beginning of this session and assess our results. We considered the reports of eight States parties, including the exceptional report of the Democratic Republic of the Congo on conflict-related sexual violence in its Eastern provinces, and adopted concluding observations on these States.

We held informal meetings with non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and national human rights institutions (NHRIs) and attended lunchtime briefings organized by NGOs. While regretting that the discontinuation by UNOG of official meetings on online platforms limits the access of NGOs and other stakeholders to the work of the Committee, we were pleased by the engagement of local NGOs from most of the States parties reviewed during the session and of four national human rights institutions. IWRAW-Asia Pacific coordinated the country-specific briefings by NGOs, which again made significant contributions to the work of the Committee.

The Committee is also grateful to those UN entities and other inter-governmental bodies, which provided us with detailed information, including the Inter-Agency Group on CEDAW Reporting (UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FAO and UN Women), UNHCR, IOM and IPU. I am pleased to note that UN Country Teams contributed their reports through the Inter-Agency Group and that three UNCTs briefed the Committee via pre-recorded video statements.

The highlight of this session was our half-day of general discussion on gender stereotypes on 17 February, which was attended by 46 States parties and 17 NGOs. The discussions, highlighting the fact that gender stereotypes are underlying causes of GBVAW and pose significant barriers to women’s access to political life, education, employment and leadership positions, marked a crucial step in developing a General Recommendation to guide States parties on eliminating stereotypes. I congratulate the Co-Chairs of our Working Group on gender stereotypes, Ms. Rana and Ms. Reddock, on this successful event.

I am pleased that we were able to make important progress in rationalizing and harmonizing our working methods with those of other treaty bodies. I wish to thank the Working Group on working methods, in particular the chair, Corinne Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, and Vice-Chair, Hiroko Akizuki, for their excellent work in revising our decision on the rationalization of working groups, the standard paragraph in our concluding observations on the preparation of the next periodic report, and preparing decisions to increase the number of lists of issues prior to reporting to be adopted over the coming two years, and to systematically raise male succession to the throne in our dialogues and concluding observations, where relevant.

I am similarly pleased with the progress achieved by our Working Group on gender-based violence against women, co-chaired by Ms. Tisheva and Ms. Toledo Vasquez, on the draft working paper on online and tech-facilitate GBVAW.

Credit goes to our Focal Point on business and human rights, Ms. Eghobamien, with support from Ms. Mikko, for having convened such an illustrious group of experts and private sector representatives to discuss best practice models in digital innovation and mitigation of gender gaps during our public meeting with the Working Group on business and human rights.

Our Working Group on women, peace and security, co-chaired by Ms. de Silva de Alwis and Ms. Rana, made significant progress in preparing our review of the fourth periodic report of Afghanistan at our next formal session in June and met virtually with women lawyers from Ukraine.

I am also pleased that we were able to endorse our contribution to the 2025 High-Level Political Forum on sustainable development and thank our SDG Focal Point, Ms. Barriteau, for her important contribution.

Dear colleagues,

I am very satisfied that we were able to deliver on our core mandates under the Convention and the Optional Protocol during this session.

I wish to thank Natasha Stott Despoja and Brenda Akia, who have completed their mandates as Rapporteur on follow-up and alternate Rapporteur on follow-up, respectively, and thanks to whom we were able to adopt five follow-up assessments at this session, with help from other colleagues.

I thank the Working Group on Communications, in particular the new Chair, Rangita de Silva de Alwis, and Vice-Chair, Elgun Safarov, for the preparation of two excellent final decisions on individual communications that we adopted at this session, with high quality support from the OHCHR Petitions Section. My special appreciation goes to the outgoing Chair of the Working Group, Ms. Dettmeijer-Vermeulen, for her tireless efforts to enhance the effectiveness of our work on individual communications.

I also wish to thank the Working Group on Inquiries, particularly its outgoing Chair, Rhoda Reddock, for her important work enabling us to adopt the report of Inquiry 2014/2 concerning large-scale abductions of women and girls by insurgents and other armed groups that will be published after the expiry of the six-month period for the State party concerned to submit observations on the report.

During the session, we also had fruitful exchanges and social events, such as our informal meetings with the Special Rapporteur on climate change, the CRC, CESCR and today with WHO. We enjoyed two very nice dinner receptions and got to know each other better during this session.

Dear colleagues,

Before I conclude, please allow me sincerely to thank the incoming members Hamida Al-Shukairi, Violet Eudine Barriteau, Nada Moustafa Fathi Draz, Mu Hong, Madina Jarbussynova, Jelena Pia-Comella, Erika Schläppi, and Patsilí Toledo Vasquez for their active engagement and contributions during this session. I am grateful for their commitment, good spirit and curiosity and satisfied that they have joined thematic working groups or are on the Committee’s Working Group on Communications or Rapporteurs and Focal Points.

Lastly, I thank all experts for the phenomenal work accomplished during the past two weeks. It was not an easy task for us and I am proud that we successfully delivered on our mandate to protect and promote women’s rights and gender quality.

Before I conclude, please allow me to sincerely thank all experts for the hard work accomplished during the past three weeks, including my colleagues on the Bureau as well as the country rapporteurs who guided our dialogues with the representatives of the States parties and drafted the concluding observations. I also wish to acknowledge the active participation of country task force members in the constructive dialogues with States parties.

I thank all colleagues from the Secretariat, who again provided excellent support to us: Jamila, Adrian, our OHCHR interns Ayomide Johnson and Alejandra Suarez Cedeño, as well as Marco, Teizu, Céline, Janna, Ximena, An, Alejandra Ines Alvite Pose, Xiaoyue, Anna, Theodora, Vivian, Marianna, Nosy, Jakob, Andrea and Antti.

I would also like to thank the interpreters, our conference room officer Liliana, technicians, IT specialists, the webcast team, colleagues from the Braille printing unit, the précis writers, press officers, and all others who made this session successful.

In concluding, I wish you a safe journey home and look forward to seeing almost all of you again soon in Fiji for our Pacific Technical Cooperation Session in April.
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