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Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
	On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, I have the honour of opening the forty-first session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families.
	I am privileged to address this meeting today and would like to extend a warm welcome to all of you. 
	During the forty-first session, your Committee will consider the second periodic reports of Honduras, Indonesia and Mauritania. The Committee will also adopt a list of issues in relation to the fourth periodic report of Colombia under the traditional procedure, as well as the lists of issues prior to reporting under the simplified reporting procedure for Albania’s third periodic report, and Uganda’s second periodic report with respect to the implementation of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families.
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,
Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

	During your current session, you will, together with the Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, launch the General Recommendation and General Comment on guidelines for eradicating xenophobia towards migrants and others perceived as such. We are glad to see this new example of your dedication to cooperation across mechanisms and treaty bodies, which you have already demonstrated in the past, including through your General Comment No 6, on the convergent protection of migrants through your Convention and the Global Compact for Migration and your joint general comment with the Committee on the Rights of the Child on the rights of children in the context of international migration 

[bookmark: _Hlk162095114]The Joint General Recommendation and Comment reflect a comprehensive understanding of how xenophobia operates across societies and institutions, disproportionately affecting migrants and those perceived as such. By integrating legal interpretation, policy guidance, and international human rights standards, the two committees provide States and stakeholders with practical tools to dismantle discriminatory structures, foster inclusive societies, and uphold the dignity and rights of all individuals. In doing so, they advance the realization of several Sustainable Development Goals, particularly the overarching commitment to “leave no one behind.”  

[bookmark: _Hlk189660018]I would also like to commend your cooperation with the Special Rapporteurs. Last month your Chair, Ms. Fatimata Diallo, Chair of the CMW Committee, participated in a side event convened by the Special Rapporteur on Migrants in New York. This engagement further strengthens dialogue between the Committee and the mandate, contributing to a more coordinated and human rights-based approach to migration governance. The Special Rapporteur has in his recent report highlighted the increasing challenge of “Externalization of migration governance and its effect on the human rights”, entailing shifting responsibility for migration governance from destination countries to other States through agreements designed to restrict or prevent migration. Recognizing that externalization measures entail a risk of human rights violations, the Special Rapporteur makes a range concrete recommendations, including a call for human rights impact assessments that are conducted in advance and in a systematic manner.
Allow me also to highlight the important conclusions and recommendations contained in the recent OHCHR study on human rights monitoring in the context of migration, submitted to the 60th session of the Human Rights Council, held in September-October 2025. The study finds that there is an urgent need for robust, systematic and comprehensive human rights monitoring across all aspects of migration and border governance and it stresses that this is most effective when States’ internal mechanisms and independent human rights monitoring work in a complementary manner.
	
Distinguished Chair and Committee members,

As stated by the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, the Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers is a Convention of the future. While reaching 60 ratifications in 2025 is a major achievement, much work remains. We encourage all States that have not yet done so to consider becoming party to the Convention, including those that have signed but not yet ratified it. I welcome the fact that your Committee continues to promote the ratification of the Convention, working with States Parties, the Inter-Parliamentary Union, and civil society organizations to raise awareness about the important benefits that ratifying the Convention yields fir States and rights holders alike.


The UN Human Rights Treaty Body system is facing serious challenges that undermine its ability to carry out its work. The ongoing liquidity crisis has placed severe constraints on treaty bodies, with shrinking resources preventing them from fully implementing their mandates as envisioned in core international human rights instruments. Consequently, this has limited also your Committee’s capacity to protect migrant workers’ rights and address violations effectively. 
This year alone, treaty bodies lost over 30 percent of their meeting time. This has caused major delays, including the postponement of 39 State party reviews.
	
The High Commissioner has highlighted that, if this trend continues, we risk reaching a breaking point. Let me assure you that the Office is doing its utmost to ensure that this Committee and other treaty bodies can implement their mandates, including by highlighting the direct impact that resource limitations have on human rights protection on the ground. The messaging has been consistent. 

This challenge will no doubt be addressed as an issue of high importance at the Chairpersons’ informal meeting this week and their formal annual meeting next June. 

Let me assure you that OHCHR will continue to work alongside this Committee and all the treaty bodies to strengthen the system and to obtain necessary resources to advance your vital work. 

Mme Chair, Distinguished members,

I wish you a successful session and I thank you for your attention.
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