SPEECH / 17th AUGUST, 2015

Today, on the opening of our 14th period of sessions, I would like to start with a couple of thoughts:
1.- Synergic Model.
a.- The CDPD Committee has continued to develop the synergic and multidirectional working model.  This implies the continuous spreading of our intense work, full of knowledge and conviction of human rights.  At this moment, we reiterate the connection between these and the sustainable, inclusive and accessible development.
In this context, it is worth pointing out the close connection that the Committee has developed with the Conference of States Parties, both as mechanisms established in the Convention regarding the rights of persons with disabilities.  This is shown in our interventions in the 7th and 8th COSP.  During the 7th COSP we were speakers in three official panels, we organized two side events and made presentations in 10 side events organized by other entities; during the 8th COSP, we had 4 interventions in the official panels, we organized 2 side events and we made presentations in 13 side events.
At the same time, we have invited the COSP President, the Ambassador of Korea, Mr. Oh Joon, to attend our Plenary Session.   I am pleased to confirm that the Ambassador, Mr. Oh Joon will attend our 14th Session on August 24, opportunity in which we will be able to communicate directly with him.  His presence will be very valuable for us, especially considering that he has recently been elected Chairperson of  ECOSOC for two years.  Therefore, we will have the opportunity to discuss with him poverty that is affecting persons with disabilities in the world, specially the 80% that live in developing countries, and at the same time, considering that 20% of the poorer persons in the world are persons with disabilities.  
We must bear in mind that in the final report of the Working Group on SDGs and the Post 2015 Agenda, we have specially valued the following:  Objective N° 4 on Inclusive Quality Education and Lifelong Learning with its goals to eliminate disparities, equal access and build and improve educational facilities in addition to inclusive environments; Objective N° 8 regarding economic growth, employment and decent work, with its goals of full, productive, decent employment and equal remunerations; Objective N° 10 Reduce inequality within and between countries with its goal of social, economic and political Inclusion;  Objective N° 11 Achieve that cities and human settlements be inclusive, safe, resistant and sustainable with its goals of access to transportation and inclusive, accessible, safe and sustainable spaces; and Objective N° 17 Strengthen the implementation means and reinvigorate the global partnership  for sustainable development with its goal for Capacity Building and Data Availability. All these goals expressly consider persons with disabilities, without prejudice that the other objectives and goals are also applicable to persons with disabilities, especially when inclusion is mentioned.

At the same time, the rights of persons with disabilities must project the solid definition of measurable indicators that include reforms of the international economic governance, in accordance with the right to development.  Progress must be measured not only with regard to the Gross Internal Product (GIP) but with regard to broader indicators of social progress as equality, non-discrimination, human wellbeing, justice, safety, fight against corruption and flexibility of the global regimes on intellectual property in favor of the different accesses for persons with disabilities.  
Accountability of the public and private sector, must be ensured.

All of this will be fundamental to achieve the objective of eradicating multidimensional extreme poverty by year 2030, strongly affecting persons with disabilities.  Such issues will be key in our dialogue with Ambassador Oh. 

· b. - There are other significant reflections of our synergic model.  We can mention the Third World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction in Sendai, Japan. 
· The CDPR Committee will continue mainstreaming the perspective of persons with disabilities in the main processes in 2015 and 2016, such as climate change and humanitarian summit.
· We also believe that persons with disabilities may have the category of Major Group at United Nations, to collaborate directly in the work and strategic planning of the Organization in multiple directions, for which we must continue working.
· On the other hand, we have expressed our point of view in various documents such as: Project of General Comment on sexual and reproductive health for the Committee of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (CESCR); Principles and Guidelines Project on the right to an appeal before the Court of Justice for the Working Group on Arbitrary Detention (WGAD), and comments on the draft of Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners.

2.  Commitment with the Strengthening of Treaty Bodies.
The CRPD Committee has resolutely and strongly committed with the process of strengthening of treaty bodies. Thus, we have implemented the different guidelines given by resolution 68/268 of the General Assembly of United Nations. The CRPD Committee has had a productivity of 2.1 reports per week in the year 2014, and by the year 2015, productivity will be 2.2 reports per week (13°: 2.0 and 14° 2.3).  These indicators are promising towards the future the Committee will face, taking into account that we are in the consideration of initial reports, with increase of the time of the sessions and pre-sessional weeks, without having yet operated in dual chambers. Without doubt, this last alternative should be explored by the Committee in the coming years, especially looking forward to reduce the backlog that is produced by the success of having 157 Ratifications of the Convention and 82 reports submitted by States Parties.  At the end of this session, we will complete the amount of 33 Concluding Observations, including the review of the European Union.  In addition to examining cases in accordance with the Optional Protocol, we will continue with the final stage of discussion in the preparation of the General Comment on women and girls with disabilities (art. 6 CRPD) and also will be discussing on what the General Comment in education will be (art. 24 CRPD).
In this same area and linked with other Treaty Bodies, we have been strengthening the efficiency of our working methods. This means, among other things, the optimization of our time used in the sessions. There is a predetermination of the hours that are used in interactive dialogues, tending to always being very precise in our questions, moderate use of the floor, granting appropriate time for the State Party to respond. We have also been very open to full participation of civil society, national human rights institutions and other independent monitoring mechanisms.  The same applies in the effective use of minutes for the debate when we are going to adopt a Concluding Observation or an Opinion.
Likewise, we have contributed to the consensus of the Treaty Bodies in the Guidelines for the preparation of General Comments, Guidelines against reprisals and promoted the Joint Declaration of the Chairpersons of the human rights Treaty Bodies and Post 2015 Agenda on Development (June 2015).
3. - The role of experts

Without doubt, the smooth running of the CRPD Committee is directly related to the moral integrity of the experts, their skills and experience in the subjects covered by the Convention (art. 34 CRPD). These are the characteristics for which we have been chosen for this Committee. States Parties, civil society and the United Nations system have placed great confidence in our work, which has required our commitment and time.
We have come this far today by election in the Conference of States Parties, which grants legitimacy to the origin of our position. However, we are also aware of the importance of legitimacy in the execution of our duties. Therefore, I would like to thank once again the commitment of the experts in the formation of the quorums, their contributions, pluralism and also the flexibility to achieve consensus during the times assigned.
All this is reflected in the results of our work, appreciated by many and will be endorsed by a successful 14th session.

Thank you very much.
