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Honourable Chairperson 
Distinguished members of the Committee 
Ladies and Gentlemen
On behalf of the delegation of the Government of the State of Eritrea and myself, I feel greatly honoured to address this august body, the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC). My delegation further wishes to take this opportunity to convey its highest appreciation of this face to face constructive dialogue with the Committee. I sincerely believe that this Plenary will clarify any outstanding substantive issues and questions arising from the consideration of the Committee on the combined fifth and sixth periodic report of the State of Eritrea on the implementation of the CRC.
Since a written comprehensive response to the list of issues forwarded to the State party by the Committee has already been submitted, my brief statement attempts to present a synopsis synthesized from that report. To a certain extent, I have also tried to dwell on some of the important issues which have transpired after the submission of our combined fifth and sixth report.  
To start with the issue of legislation, I would like to assure the Committee that Eritrea upholds the protection and promotion of children's rights as a cornerstone of its free political orientation and conviction. In as much as possible, it has taken proactive initiatives to build a robust legal framework that caters for the need of the protection of child rights.  Our laws explicitly prohibit all forms of discrimination, affirming that every individual person, regardless of age, national origin or other attributes—has the right to enjoy liberties and protections without exception.
The Ministry of Justice (MoJ) has undertaken significant measures to dismantle stereotypes and practices that adversely affect girls and children, ensuring equitable treatment for all. Notably, Eritrea's legal framework categorically prohibits corporal punishment. Existing legislation effectively prohibits all forms of violence against children, including imposing stringent penalties for sexual offenses. To further enhance these protections, the MoJ actively conducts public awareness campaigns aimed at educating citizens about their rights and responsibilities under the law. 
Eritea’s justice system prioritizes rehabilitation, utilizing non-custodial measures for young offenders to ensure that children are not imprisoned with adults. Provisions that facilitate child-friendly participation in legal proceedings, attuned to the unique needs of young individuals are promulgated across the legal spectrum. Additionally, during the past three years the MoJ has initiated national legal awareness raising platforms to inform and persuade the public about their legal obligations related to the protections which should be accorded to children.
Honourable Chairperson
Ladies and Gentlemen
I am pleased to inform the Committee that there has been continually improvement in the coordination of implementation and reporting of child protection and social protection programmes at the national, zonal, sub-zonal and administrative districts levels. This is delivering more efficient and effective results in the undertaking of safety measures that look after the rights of women and children. Strong and structured alliances have been forged between government institutions and civil society organizations. In addition to the already existing national committee, six zonal, 67 sub-zonal and 701 administrative districts committees have been established and they have been instrumental in the implementation of the CRC. Children’s participation is a cornerstone of our approach. Sub-zonal Women’s and Child Rights Committees include youth representatives to ensure that their voices are heard.
Strengthening of awareness have been intensively disseminated to the general public on issues related to the CRC by organising seminars, workshops through all media outlets. In 2024 alone, a total of 316,824 persons out of which 172,112 were females who attended the seminars.  Training of trainers have been organised to law enforcement officers, influential women and community leaders with the aim of producing change agents in the respective communities.
Eritrea is making evidence-based progress in tackling harmful practices. To mention one example, a community mapping exercise was conducted in 2024 in 20 sub-zobas, encompassing 1,086 villages and involving 53,000 households with girls under 15 years of age. Eight of the twenty sub zones have declared FGM free. This brings 12 of the 67 sub zones of Eritrea are now FGM free, which is supported by data and evidence. The mapping results suggest that 460 villages (42.4 per cent of the 1,086 villages surveyed) are currently free from the ongoing practice of FGM. The mapping study conducted in the 20 sub zones also shows FGM prevalence rates of 4.4 per cent for girls under 15 years and 2.3 per cent for girls under 5 years old.  
The Community Based Reunification Program for orphans as well as programs for vulnerable and street children, families of martyrs and HIV/AIDS affected families have been put in place. The Ministry of Labour and Social Welfare (MoLSW), in collaboration with all Government and civil society organizations has made significant strides in supporting vulnerable populations. The Social Protection Policy and Strategic Plan focus on hosting and supporting the most vulnerable, including children, women, and persons with disabilities.
In order to promote the rights and welfare of Children with Disabilities (CWDs), committees composed of representatives from the village administration, the NUEW, NUEYS and disabled members of village communities in 67 sub-region administrations, have been continuing sensitization programmes with the intention of promoting equal access to resources and opportunities for Persons with Disabilities including CWDs. The specific objectives have been: (i) improving the livelihoods of CWDs and their families (ii) promoting the welfare of CWDs by providing school materials, orthopaedic appliances and other means of mobility and (iii) mainstreaming CWDs in secondary schools. The Updated Comprehensive National Policy for Persons with Disabilities which was developed in 2021 has been translated into Tigrigna, a local language so that the general public will easily comprehend the provisions of the policy document. Eritrea has accepted the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) on December 20, 2024, reaffirming our dedication to inclusivity. This marks a significant step in ensuring that children with disabilities enjoy their full rights.
While extensive efforts have been made since the signing of the CRC, we recognize that still remain some challenges in the social and child protection domain, such as providing housing for persons with severe disabilities and availing enough artificial mobility appliances for CWDs.  

Honourable Chairperson
Ladies and Gentlemen
Eritrea remains committed to ensuring every child's health, safety, and empowerment, creating a brighter future for all. Eritrea has made significant strides in children's health, attaining above 95% immunization coverage and introducing new vaccines such as Meningitis-A and HPV since 2020. The Ministry of Health's (MoH) community and facility based Integrated Management of New-born and Childhood Illness (IMNCI) has expanded access to holistic care for children, resulting in reduced infant and child mortality rates. Community-led sanitation initiatives have resulted in the open defecation-free declaration by the majority of Eritrean villages. Training health workers and establishing specialized wings which deal with disabilities have been pivotal.
Maternal health has also seen notable improvements. Through the adoption of Essential and Comprehensive Emergency Maternal and New-born Care, the country has enhanced maternal and neonatal survival rates. This approach strives to ensure that all women deliver at health facilities under the care of skilled professionals. The proportion of deliveries attended by skilled health workers has increased from 62% in 2017 to 83.5% in 2023. Maternal waiting homes (MWHs) are flourishing and services that cater the low birth weight infants through interventions in maternal nutrition, as well as antenatal and postnatal services continue to further improve outcomes for mothers and the new-born.
Eritrea's multi-faceted HIV/AIDS, and malaria response has been a success story. The prevalence of HIV among the youth aged 15-24 has drastically declined. The country has made significant progress in eliminating mother-to-child transmission of HIV.  Coverage of antenatal care attendees willing to undergo HIV testing and receiving results, as well as administering anti-retroviral (ARV) treatment when necessary, has shown remarkable progress. The decrease of infection rate among pregnant women, from 0.36% in 2014 to 0.13% in 2023, attests this progress. Additionally, the number of HIV-exposed infants tested with PCR and the low prevalence of new infection cases reflect the pre-elimination stage of HIV transmission from mothers to their babies. Starting in 2024, Eritrea aims for triple elimination by integrating Hepatitis B testing in antenatal care, further strengthening its efforts to combat these diseases. An all-society approach to malaria control using high impact interventions have resulted in reduced morbidity and mortality contributing to the well-being of children.
Moreover, the MoH, in collaboration with UNICEF, has scaled up Community Infant and Young Child Feeding programs which provide micronutrient supplements to pregnant women. Exclusive breastfeeding until the age of 6 months is promoted, and complementary feeding guidelines have been developed to promote homemade complementary feeding using locally available ingredients. 


Honourable Chairperson 
The Ministry of Education has developed a Sector Plan (2022-2026) to guide the provision of educational services across the whole country.  Eritrea had earlier been committed to the Education for the Sustainable Development Goals. Although Eritrea, like many other poor, developing countries, had not been able to achieve these goals, it had covered much ground on the way towards meeting these targets. The main thrust has been on ensuring that all children complete primary education of good quality and on improving the national literacy rate substantially. Today, the Net Enrolment Rate at the elementary level stands at 81.7%. The literacy rate, too, stands at about 70%, in sharp contrast to the estimated rate of 30% at the time of independence in 1993.
The GoSE has always paid much attention both to equity and quality in its long-term endeavour to make education accessible to all. During the last five years in particular, it has prioritized the four lowland regions of the country both in the allocation of educational resources and the implementation of various interventions. Among the six regional administrations in the country, these are the most remote regions, and are largely inhabited by semi-pastoralists and other hard-to-reach population groups. Consequently, there has been renewed emphasis on nomadic education and on the sizable number of out-of-school children found in these regions. Similarly, efforts have been made towards the greater inclusion of children with learning difficulties, through the establishment of four national associations for persons with disabilities, as well as the provision of educational opportunities for some children with special needs. At the same time considerable efforts have been made to improve the quality of education at all levels and in all types of education. Chief among these have been the review of school curricula, the training of new and serving teachers, the strengthening of school management and the expansion of skills training. 
MoE has recently organized a national consultation and dialogue involving all stakeholders to improve learning outcomes. This policy discussion has further cemented the fact that there is a need to tackle the low performance of learners in literacy and numeracy on the basis of the Teaching at the Right Level (TaRL). A sector wide Remedial Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) Programme, has been prepared. This program will be piloted in 300 schools (formal and non-formal) across all regions during the first year. It will be then scaled up to reach half of all elementary schools, including non-formal and special needs schools, in the second year, and it will be applied in the rest of the schools in the third year. 
In the area of leisure, the Government has endeavoured to enhance children’s opportunities for recreational activities and sports. Some of the key steps taken in this respect have been the construction of sports fields and play-grounds in and around schools, the training of physical education teachers, and the biennial national sports and athletics competitions among schoolchildren.
Meanwhile, due attention has been paid to the development of robust cultural identity, knowledge and awareness among children, within the rich and diverse cultural milieu in the country. Some of the main interventions in this direction have been the introduction of arts education and civic education, the establishment of students’ clubs throughout the schools in the country, as well as the encouragement provided to schoolchildren to participate in a wide variety of artistic and cultural activities.  
Honourable Chairperson
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Extensive works on building dams have been undertaken to provide sustainable safe water supplies within easy reach of communities. The people are now diversifying agricultural products not only in rainy season but also throughout the year through irrigation farming. The Minimum Integrated Household Package (MIHAP) was reviewed in January, 2023 by the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA) which encourages household agricultural production which enhances food and nutrition security of children and generally for the family. This approach embraces the production of different grains, vegetables, fruit, chickens, cow for milk and two beehives’ boxes for honey. At present 79% and 95% of the rural and urban population respectively have access to safely managed drinking-water. Access to safe and clean water has also progressively risen in schools, offices, and other public spaces.
Women have been assisted to play important roles in the undertaking of various activities that benefit women and children. 850 women have been initially trained by the National Union of Eritrean Women and became the change agents in the communities in promoting feeding the babies with locally produced nutritious food formula locally known as the DMK+ which is prepared by combining protein, carbohydrate, fats, Vitamin and minerals contents.  
The Ministry of Marine Resources has been expanding the production of fresh water fish in the dams being constructed in the different regions of the country. Women are the primary beneficiaries of the scheme. They are trained in fishing, preparation of fish dishes and sale to the communities of their villages and nearby markets. This initiative will help in improving the feeding regimes of the people in general and children in particular. 
Honourable Chairperson
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In conclusion, Eritrea remains steadfast in its commitment to ensuring every child's health, safety, and empowerment. Our progress reflects the collective efforts of government institutions, civil society, and communities working together to uphold the principles of the CRC. We recognize the challenges that remain and are determined to address them through innovative and inclusive approaches.
In this regard, Eritrea’s unwavering dedication to its children finds deep roots in its guiding principles and policies, which reflect the nation's long-standing commitment to nurturing its future generations. Eritrea’s greatest asset lies in its people, particularly its children and youth, who represent the country’s most valuable resource. This sentiment is consistently emphasized in national policies and statements. 
For example, the National Charter, adopted in February 1994 as the country’s guiding vision, underscores the importance of children’s well-being. It states: “Eritrea should strive to minimize infant mortality and care for its children. The children of martyrs, in the tens of thousands, who were deprived of parental love, as well as other orphans, must be provided with proper upbringing and care. In Eritrea, the rights of children to education, health, love, care, safety, play, and human dignity must be respected.”
On this basis, I would like to assure the Committee that our delegation is keen to listen to the Committee’s comments and constructive ideas which are expected to further advance the implementation of the CRC. 
We look forward to conducting fruitful cordial discussions. 
I thank you for your attention.
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