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Dear Mr. Chairman, Distinguished Members of the Committee, ladies and gentlemen,
I first and foremost would like to thank the Committee for its consideration at today’s meeting of the Fourth and fifth periodic report submitted by the Government of the Czech Republic concerning the implementation of the Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment as well as our replies to the list of issues sent to us before the session. The Committee thereby gives us the opportunity to continue an open and constructive dialogue, which is very important for us in many respects. 
The fourth and fifth periodic report was submitted to the Committee in 2009 according to its concluding observations adopted after the consideration of the third periodic report of the Czech Republic. In the meantime, the Czech Republic also provided comments to selected recommendations from the concluding observations and also answers to the questions raised by the follow-up rapporteur, the last being included in our reply to the list of issues. This gave us the opportunity to continue a constructive dialogue with the Committee even in-between the consideration of the periodic reports and to provide it with new and detailed information. We hope that our answers were helpful.
Now I would like to draw the attention of the Committee to the main issues of the implementation of the Convention in the Czech Republic in the last couple of years. 
In 2010 a new Criminal Code entered into force. The Code includes a specific crime of torture and inhuman treatment with punishments of up to five years of imprisonment and up to 18 years of imprisonment in cases of aggravating circumstances as regards crimes committed with racial undertone, on a pregnant woman or child, or causing death of the victim. The definition of torture used by courts, prosecutors, policemen and other public bodies is the definition included in the Art. 1 of the Convention because according to the Constitution of the Czech Republic, ratified international treaties (including, of course, the Convention against Torture) are integral part of the Czech legal system, directly applicable and have priority before domestic legislation. The Code also punishes crimes of human trafficking, rape, forced interruption, limitation of personal liberty, ill-treatment of a person in custody or cohabitating person and other crimes aimed at specific violations of the Convention. The new Code also transposes all requirements arising from the Convention concerning stages of the crime and forms of participation as well as general criminal jurisdiction. 
A major step was the establishment of the General Inspection of Security Forces at the beginning of 2012. The inspection is a completely independent body entrusted with detection and prosecution of crimes committed by members of the Czech Police, the Prison Service and the Custom Service, which are the main bodies empowered with limiting personal liberty. The inspection is an independent body from any ministry or public body and it is responsible to the Government and to a special commission of the Parliament who controls its work. The inspection is not only entrusted with detection and prosecution, but can also issue methodical guidelines and recommendations for prevention of criminal and illegal activities of members of security forces. The other existing inspection bodies involve regional employment offices inspecting social services providers, the Ministry of Health and other bodies inspecting health services providers and the Czech school inspection inspecting educational facilities for children. All the mentioned bodies are also independent from the inspected facilities and their operators and control the quality of the facilities and their services. Good examples are social services, where the inspection is followed by set standards for the treatment of person which are accordingly implemented since 2007.
In 2008, the Czech Republic adopted also a new Act on the Police. This act stipulates general principles of proportionality, respect and courtesy, the obligation to inform about reasons for action and rights and obligations of persons. The act also sets specific rules for detention in police cells, including a time limit of 24 hours, reasons for detention, duties to inform family members and rights to legal and medical assistance and rules for adequate detention regime. The act also strictly regulates rules for weapons and restraints including information and warning obligations and specific rules in relation to children and pregnant women. All uses of restraints and all detentions are recorded.  Any occurrence of torture, cruel, inhumane or degrading treatment is strictly prohibited and accordingly investigated. The act finally also includes the procedure of banishment of the violator from common dwelling shared with the victim in cases of domestic violence for up to 10 days which can be followed by a court order for up to one year and a subsequent court procedure.
The Czech Republic is also improving its standards in prevention of torture and compensation and rehabilitation of victims. An amendment to the Code of Criminal Procedure adopted in 2011 allowed victims of any crime, including torture, to claim in criminal proceedings as the injured party non only damages for material harm, but also immaterial harm resulting from mental suffering and other forms of attacks on human dignity and personality, that were caused by the crime. If the perpetrator is found guilty and the casual nexus between the crime and the harm has been proven in the proceedings, the court can then award the damages to the victim. In other cases, the victim can claim his rights in civil proceedings. 
The Czech Republic has also prepared two new laws which are now in the legislative procedure and are being debated in the Parliament.

The first is a Bill on victims of crime, which expands the existing right of financial help from the state to a complete system of assistance for crime victims including legal, medical, psychological, social and any other assistance needed. Vulnerable victims like children, persons with disabilities or victims of human trafficking and sexual or other forms of violence will have the right to obtain assistance free of charge. Public bodies like police or prosecutors will have the duty to provide the victim with all necessary information on his or her rights and possibilities and take necessary measures to protect the victim from any danger, invasion of privacy or re-victimisation during the proceeding. The providers of assistance will be listed in a public register and will be supported with subsidies from the state, which will guarantee and control the quality of their services.
The second is a bill on international judicial cooperation, which follows new developments in the area of international judicial cooperation, international conventions and standards, such as the Statute of the International Criminal Court, which the Czech Republic also recently ratified. In each type of international judicial cooperation, due regard is paid to the international human rights obligations of the Czech Republic, including the non-refoulment principle in cases of any risk of torture, persecution or other breaches of international human rights law. 

The Czech Republic also remains committed to prevention and suppression of domestic violence and human trafficking. It adopted complex strategies and action plans to tackle these phenomena. The National Action Plan for the Prevention of Domestic Violence for the Years 2011-2014, adopted in 2011, focuses on support for vulnerable groups, especially children, but also perpetrators themselves in the form of social and therapeutic services and education of state agents, physicians, medical staff, social workers, teachers and other actors. The plan also includes awareness rising activities among general public, research in the occurrence and forms of domestic violence, including stalking, and the evaluation of the effectiveness of existing legislation. The National Strategy for Fight against Human Trafficking in Czech Republic for the Years 2012 – 2015, adopted in 2012, is focused on partnership with national and international actors, support and protection of victims, prosecution of perpetrators and prevention. In each of these categories, the plan formulates concrete measures aimed especially at inhabitants of socially excluded localities, foreigners, but also police members, judges and judge candidates, labour inspectors and others.
Finally I also have to mention the work of our National Preventive Mechanism according to the Optional Protocol to the Convention, which is the Office of the Ombudsman. The Ombudsman, his office and its highly qualified employees are contributing in an extremely significant manner to the prevention of torture in the Czech Republic by visiting prisons, police stations, health and social service facilities, facilities for children or foreigners and other places, where people are limited in their personal liberty. The Ombudsman presents highly professional and informative reports and helps to raise awareness of the situation of people in detention and proposes measures to improve their situation. Since 2010, the Ombudsman has gained a new competence in monitoring the expulsion procedure of foreigners, where he assures the respect of the rights of foreigners and the improvement of the afforded standard and protection.
Dear Mr. Chairman, Dear Members of the Committee, 
in my opening remarks, I have tried to summarize the development of the situation in Czech Republic in the last years, but it is not possible to respond adequately to each of the issues under the Convention. Therefore, me and my colleagues would like in the following discussion to take the opportunity to discuss other issues as the transformation of residential social care services, the new strategy on the rights of the child, the new civil code with the new concept of supported decision-making, the new laws governing health care and the rights of the patient or the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Persons with Disabilities. We are also prepared to answer your questions.
Thank you for your attention.
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