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BRIEFING ON PERU FOR THE 
COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD
71st session, January 2016
From Dr Sharon Owen, Research and Information Coordinator, 
Global Initiative, sharon@endcorporalpunishment.org
This briefing provides an update on the legality of corporal punishment of children in Peru since the submission of our briefing for the List of Issues.  We are delighted to confirm that Peru has now prohibited corporal punishment in all settings, including the home.
We hope the Committee, in its concluding observations on Peru’s fourth/fifth report, will:
· welcome the prohibition of corporal punishment of children, which includes repeal of the “right of correction”, in Peru and recommend that all measures be taken to ensure implementation of the prohibition of corporal punishment in all settings, including the home.


1 Prohibition of all corporal punishment in Peru
[bookmark: _GoBack]1.1 On 10 December 2015, the Peruvian Congress approved the Law prohibiting the use of physical and other humiliating punishment against children and adolescents (“Ley que prohibe el uso del castigo físico y humillante contra los niños, niñas y adolescents”). Article 1 explicitly prohibits corporal punishment in all settings (unofficial and provisional translation): “Purpose of the Law. To prohibit the use of physical and humiliating punishment against children and adolescents. This prohibition applies in all areas where children and adolescents are, including the home, school, community, workplaces and other related places.” The law defines physical punishment in article 2 as “the use of force, in the exercise of powers of upbringing or educating [children or adolescents], intended to cause some degree of pain or discomfort in order to correct, control or change the behaviour of the children and adolescents”. Humiliating punishment is defined as “any offensive, denigrating, devaluing, stigmatizing or mocking, in the exercise of the powers of upbringing or education, in order to correct, control or change the behaviour of children and adolescents”.
1.2 The law prohibiting corporal punishment amends the Code of Children and Adolescents by inserting a new article 3-A confirming the right to good treatment: “Children and adolescents, without exception, are entitled to good treatment, which means to receive care, affection, protection, socialization and nonviolent education in a harmonious, supportive and nurturing environment in which will be provided comprehensive protection, either by their parents, tutors, or legal representatives, as well as their teachers, administrative, public or private authorities or anyone else.” It also explicitly repeals article 74(d) of the Code on Children and Adolescents and article 423(3) of the Civil Code, both of which authorised parents and others to “moderately correct” children. The law was approved by Congress on 10 December 2015 and is expected to be signed by the President shortly.

Updated briefing prepared by the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children
www.endcorporalpunishment.org; info@endcorporalpunishment.org, December 2015



1

image1.emf
 

 


