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Statement of the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO)

Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (August 26, 2019)
WIPO is the United Nations specialized agency that has as its objective the development of a balanced and effective international intellectual property system for the cultural, economic and social development of all.  WIPO administers the landmark Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to Published Works for Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Impaired or Otherwise Print Disabled, which allows for both the production, and exchange, of accessible books across national boundaries.   

The Treaty came into force in September 2016 and today, 57 contracting parties have joined the Treaty, covering 84 countries.  Although many governments are now formally bound by the Marrakesh Treaty, the provisions of the Treaty still need to be implemented in national law in many of these countries so that people who are print-disabled may benefit from the opportunities offered by the Treaty.  WIPO continuously undertakes collaboration with national governments around the globe to promote and implement the Marrakesh Treaty into their national copyright legal systems.  One of the most important elements of this collaboration is the technical assistance provided by WIPO Secretariat in order to facilitate the implementation of the Treaty provisions at the national level.
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The Accessible Books Consortium is a public – private partnership  created by WIPO and its partners in 2014 to help implement the Marrakesh Treaty at a practical level. It includes organizations that represent people with print disabilities, such as the World Blind Union; libraries for people with print disabilities; and organizations representing authors, publishers and collective management organizations. 

ABC’s goal is to increase the number of books worldwide in accessible formats - such as Braille, audio, e-text, large print – and to make them available to people who are blind, have low vision or are otherwise print disabled. Its activities are strategically aligned with a disability-inclusive 2030 Agenda:  they support SDG Goal 4 (Quality Education) and are consistent with articles 9 and 24 of the CRPD regarding accessibility and education.


Capacity Building:  ABC has helped organizations in 17 developing and least developed countries to build their capacity to produce and deliver accessible books through of training and technical assistance in accessible book production, as well as funding for the production of over 8900 accessible digital works in national languages for primary, secondary and university students. 

ABC Global Book Service: an on-line global catalogue of over 510,000 titles in accessible formats in 76 languages that enables libraries for the blind and organizations serving people who are print disabled, to make requests and exchange accessible digital works.  Currently, 61 organizations for people with print disabilities, known as “authorized entities” have joined the ABC Global Book Service.

Inclusive Publishing:  through its promotion of the ABC Charter for Accessible Publishing and the annual ABC International Excellence Award for Accessible Publishing, the ABC promotes the production of books that are “Born Accessible”. These are books that are produced with accessibility standards in mind and can be read by people who are visually impaired or print disabled at the moment of their publication.
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