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International Alliance for Peace and Development
Report Submitted to the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
Regarding Egypt under the list of issues
The International Alliance for Peace and Development (IAPD) presents this report in advance of Egypt’s review by the Committee on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (CESCR). The report specifically focuses on providing the CESCR with information regarding gender equality in the enjoyment of the rights outlined in the Covenant, family and child rights, the right to food, and the right to health care. We hope this report will contribute to the CESCR's preparation of a list of issues through which it seeks further inquiries regarding Egypt's compliance with the International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), which Egypt ratified on January 14, 1982.
I. Gender Equality in the Enjoyment of Rights Under the ICESCR – Article 3
The IAPD notes that the Egyptian Constitution guarantees in Article 11 equality between men and women in all economic, social, and cultural rights. Article 53 guarantees equality in rights, duties, and public freedoms,[footnoteRef:1] and Law No. 81 of 2016 on civil service reinforces equality between male and female employees regarding rights and duties within the state's administrative apparatus, including wages, promotions, and leave.[footnoteRef:2] [1:  Egypt 2014 (rev. 2019), https://shorturl.at/rCWcc]  [2:  Civil Service Law No. 81 of 2016, https://manshurat.org/node/13128 ] 

The Egyptian government has taken various measures to promote gender equality, including the ongoing implementation of the National Strategy for the Empowerment of Egyptian Women 2030.[footnoteRef:3] Additionally, Egypt issued the National Integrated Financing Strategy in March 2025, which considers gender-responsive planning and focuses specifically on empowering women and mobilizing financial resources to support women’s initiatives.[footnoteRef:4] [3:  National Strategy for the Empowerment of Egyptian Women 2030, https://shorturl.at/9vAAt]  [4:  Egypt Launches E-INFS to Drive Women’s Empowerment and Sustainable Development. https://tinyurl.com/3ey4s8ep] 

Economically, Egypt has made significant progress in indicators of women's economic empowerment, with the portfolio of concessional development financing directed toward projects supporting gender equality exceeding $4.5 billion. This includes the implementation of approximately 117 development projects across various sectors, benefiting nearly 27 million women and girls. Furthermore, the financial inclusion rate for women rose by about 295% from 2016 to the end of 2024, with approximately 23.3 million women holding financial accounts out of a total of 33.9 million in the age group over 15 years old.[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Empowering Women and Promoting Equality, the Financial Inclusion Rate for Women Increased by 295%, 5 April 2025, https://sschr.gov.eg/en/media-page/press-releases/empowerwemenar/] 

Despite these measures, the IAPD has concerns about certain obstacles that continue to hinder the realization of full gender equality. Women's participation in the labor market remains remarkably low compared to men, with a participation rate of approximately 15.1% for women in Egypt in 2024, compared to 69.9% for men. This reflects the persistence of structural, social, and economic barriers that prevent women from being equally integrated into economic activity.[footnoteRef:6] [6:  In Egypt, the labor force participation rate among females is 15.1% and among males is 69.9% for 2024, https://genderdata.worldbank.org/en/economies/egypt-arab-rep?utm] 

While the Egyptian Constitution states in Article 53 the establishment of an independent commission to eliminate all forms of discrimination, this commission has not yet been created as of the writing of this report,[footnoteRef:7] reflecting the ongoing lack of an independent institutional mechanism that could play an effective role in addressing discrimination and promoting actual gender equality. In addition, despite what Labor Law No. 14 of 2025 stipulates regarding the principle of equal pay for work of equal value,[footnoteRef:8] practical realities indicate that a gender pay gap persists, with women earning approximately 20% less than men for work of equal value.[footnoteRef:9] [7:  Egyptian Constitution of 2014, Article 53, https://tinyurl.com/3ujfn83z ]  [8:  labor Law No. 14 of 2025 Promulgating the Labor Law of the Arab Republic of Egypt, https://shorturl.at/lEiFq]  [9:  The Gender Wage Gap in Egypt, https://shorturl.at/5Kx57] 

Suggested Issues
· Is there a timeline set by the government for establishing an independent commission to combat discrimination in accordance with the constitutional text stated in Article 53 of the Constitution?
· What measures has the government taken to implement the principle of equal pay for work of equal value in line with the Labor Law that came into force in September 2025?
II. Family and Child Rights – Article 10
According to Article 10 of the Egyptian Constitution,[footnoteRef:10] the family is considered the foundation of society. There are approximately 26.5 million families in Egypt, with 55.6% of them residing in rural areas.[footnoteRef:11] The Egyptian government launched the National Project for the Development of the Egyptian Family, benefiting around 28 million citizens in the first phase from 2021 to 2024. As of April 2024, the government is working on a conceptual plan for the second phase of the National Project.[footnoteRef:12] [10:  Ibid, https://shorturl.at/rCWcc]  [11:  Over Half of Egyptian Households Live in Rural Areas, https://shorturl.at/HXZyX]  [12:  Egypt’s National Efforts in the Field of Family Development On the Occasion of the International Day of Families May 15, 2025, https://sschr.gov.eg/media/fd0jo5dy/nationaleffortsfamily_e.pdf] 

The National Institution for Family and Community Development, in cooperation with several civil society organizations in ten governorates, has continued to implement a program to support and finance micro-projects aimed at individuals and families in rural and remote areas characterized by high unemployment and low income. This program finances agricultural, commercial, handicraft, service, and industrial projects, with a focus on empowering women breadwinners. Despite these positive developments, the IAPD notes that the Personal Status Law has not yet been enacted, even though a draft was announced in January 2025 and was not discussed publicly as intended. Additionally, Labor Law No. 14 of 2025 came into effect on September 1, 2025, increasing maternity leave to four months with full pay, including 45 days before giving birth and 75 days after, ensuring the worker's right to return to her job without loss of rank or salary, in accordance with the second clause of Article 10 of the ICESCR.
In terms of combating child marriage, the Ministry of Health and Population, in collaboration with the National Population Council, launched a campaign to raise awareness about the dangers of child marriage. The government's stance remains opposed to child marriage; however, the IAPD notes, through collected evidence, that legal loopholes continue to facilitate child marriages. Some families are reportedly marrying off children by agreeing with the officiant to delay document registration until after one or both parties reach the legal marriage age of 18. This has led to an increase in reported child marriages from June 2024 to July 2025, totaling approximately 252 cases according to statistics from the Child Helpline affiliated with the National Council for Childhood and Motherhood. Despite the objective of the National Human Rights Strategy to issue a law against child marriage, the law has not yet been enacted, although it has been discussed in the House of Representatives.
Suggested Questions
· What is the timeline set by the government for the implementation of the second phase of the National Project for the Development of the Egyptian Family?
· Is there recent data regarding child marriage cases, and what penalties are imposed on discovered cases?
· What obstacles are facing the issuance of the Personal Status Law after the draft has been finalized?
III. The Right to Food – Article 11
The right to food is considered one of the essential human rights and is crucial for freedom from hunger. It is fundamental to ensuring an adequate standard of living in accordance with Article 11 of the ICESCR. The Egyptian government has taken positive steps to promote this right, launching the National Food and Nutrition Strategy 2022-2030, which aims to achieve eight objectives, including reducing the prevalence of stunting, wasting, and obesity among children and adolescents by 2030. It also includes preventive measures to reduce early mortality from non-communicable diseases related to nutritional deficiencies.
In line with this, the Egyptian government launched the National Action Plan for Food Systems and Nutrition 2025-2030 in July 2025,[footnoteRef:13] as a government commitment to achieving food security and preventing diseases resulting from malnutrition. Among other measures, Egypt is implementing 41 projects aimed at achieving food security, with a total funding of $486.1 million.[footnoteRef:14] According to the Global Hunger Index 2024, Egypt's hunger level is classified as "moderate," ranking 63rd out of 127 countries included in the index,[footnoteRef:15] indicating that Egypt is not in a state of extreme risk according to World Food Program standards. [13:  Launch of the National Operational Plan for Food and Nutrition Systems 2025–2030, and the Accelerated Anemia Action Plan, https://shorturl.at/hd1Hz]  [14:  Egypt Works Towards Achieving Zero Hunger on World Food Day, https://tinyurl.com/2fwptadx]  [15:  Global Hunger Index, Egypt, https://www.globalhungerindex.org/egypt.html] 

A parliamentary study estimated the area of agricultural land in Egypt at around 9.4 million feddans, consisting of approximately 6.1 million feddans of old land and about 3.3 million feddans of new land. The study, issued by the Senate, acknowledges that this area is no longer sufficient to meet the population's food needs, indicating that Egypt requires more arable land. Despite the government's efforts to reduce food waste in Egypt, the percentage of wasted food remains high. According to the latest available statistics for 2024, approximately 18.1 million tons of food were wasted, translating to an annual waste rate of 155 kilograms per person.
Suggested Questions
· Is the government preparing a report to monitor the implementation of the National Food and Nutrition Strategy 2023-2030?
· What measures have been taken to address food waste in Egypt, and how is the government collaborating with the private sector to find solutions to this issue?
IV. Health Care – Article 12
The Egyptian government has aimed to provide healthcare services to its citizens, particularly those requiring emergency treatment. In September 2025, the Minister of Health and Population confirmed that every Egyptian citizen is entitled to immediate and free treatment in emergencies, regardless of financial conditions or barriers. He also directed investigations into any private hospital demanding payment for emergency treatment. This approach is in line with Prime Ministerial Decision No. 1063 of 2014, which ensures that every citizen has the right to receive emergency treatment—for free—within the first 48 hours in all hospitals, whether public or private, at the state's expense.
Moreover, Egypt continues to offer vaccination services to migrants and refugees at no cost. Public hospitals have also provided healthcare services to migrants at reasonable costs.[footnoteRef:16] On October 20, 2024, Egypt received certification from the World Health Organization as malaria-free,[footnoteRef:17] becoming the third country in the Middle East to achieve this status, which underscores the Egyptian government's commitment to enhancing healthcare services. [16:  General Assembly Held in Cairo, https://menamigranthealth.org/3rd-general-assembly-held-in-cairo/]  [17:  Egypt is certified malaria-free by WHO, https://shorturl.at/UJEIH] 

In July 2025, the Egyptian government launched a roadmap to reduce anemia rates, which aims to benefit pregnant women and their children and improve educational attainment among students. Experts estimate that every dollar invested in reducing anemia could yield up to twelve dollars in economic returns. However, anemia levels among Egyptians, especially women, remain high, with statistics indicating that one in three women in Egypt is affected by anemia or iron deficiency.
Suggested Questions
· What mechanisms are in place to implement Prime Ministerial Decision No. 1063 of 2014, which guarantees every citizen the right to receive emergency treatment for free within the first 48 hours in all hospitals, whether public or private, at the state's expense?
· How many hospitals were investigated following the last review by the CESCR due to their refusal to provide free emergency treatment to patients?
· How many campaigns has the government launched to raise awareness about the symptoms of anemia among Egyptians and the methods for treating it?
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