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Statement of Inclusion International for the closing meeting 
of the 25th session of the CRPD Committee



Hello everyone. My name is Chaica Al Qassimi from the UAE, and  I am a council member of Inclusion International, representing the Middle East and North Africa region. 

Inclusion International is the global network of people with intellectual disabilities and their families. 

I would like to thank to the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities for the opportunity to speak at this closing meeting of the 25th session of the CRPD Committee and to share the voices of persons with intellectual disabilities and the work that have been done during the COVID19 pandemic.

Last June, Inclusion International published a Global Agenda for Inclusive Recovery: Ensuring People with Intellectual Disabilities and Families are included in a Post-COVID World. 

In this report, we shared how our network has been united in our calls for a more inclusive response to COVID-19. 

They came together as a network to work together across organizations, to learn from each other, to share their strategies and to develop common messages for COVID19 advocacy. 

Different strategies have been used by our network during the pandemic:

· They joined government platforms on recovery strategies
· They used media for advocacy and for raising awareness
· They collected data and information on human rights violation situations
· They built virtual communities to keep connections between persons with intellectual disabilities, families and their organizations.

From the different consultations with our members, we have identified 8 key areas where people with intellectual disabilities were excluded and discriminated against: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Education, employment, social protection, healthcare, family support, Access to support, access to information and institutions.

Our advice is that governments include people with intellectual disabilities in their Covid-19 Recovery plan, by making all information accessible, understanding that disability support services are essential, taking into account families of people with disabilities, shutting down institutions, and making social protection, healthcare, education, and employment fully inclusive. 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to speak at this event.
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