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Dear colleagues,
Ladies and gentlemen,


I would like to join Mr. Ori in welcoming you to the 91st session of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women.

We are meeting probably in the most challenging time for the multilateral system, amidst devastating conflicts, a weakening of the rule of law, and scarce resources, we must protect the human rights mechanisms more than ever for the benefit of all stakeholders.

Unfortunately, our colleague and Vice-Chair Rhoda Reddock will not be able to attend the 91st session and we all wish her a speedy recovery.

Since our last session, the number of States parties having ratified or acceded to the Convention has remained at 189. On 15 May 2025, San Marino accepted the amendment to article 20, paragraph 1, of the Convention concerning the Committee’s meeting time bringing the total number of States parties having accepted the amendment to 82. A total of 126 States parties to the Convention are currently required to accept the amendment to bring it into force, in accordance with its provisions. With respect to the Optional Protocol, the number of States parties has remained at 115.

I am pleased to inform you that since our last session, Afghanistan, Australia, Cyprus and Guinea-Bissau submitted their periodic reports to the Committee. The interim government of Syria decided to withdraw the combined third and fourth periodic reports that had been submitted by the previous regime and submit a new report under the traditional reporting procedure, as Syria has opted out from the simplified reporting procedure. The total number of States parties having opted out from the simplified reporting procedure since our decision in 2022 to make the simplified reporting procedure the default procedure for the submission of State party reports to the CEDAW Committee, with the possibility for States parties to opt out, remains at 13.

Please let me now introduce my participation in events related to the implementation of women’s rights since the last session of the Committee.

Shortly after our last session, on 10 March 2025, I presented the statement of our Committee at the opening of the sixty-ninth session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) in New York.

Also on 10 March, together with a group of CEDAW members  we had a meeting with the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights, Ilze Brands Kehris, to discuss the Committee’s role and visibility at the CSW as well as the revitalization process of the CSW.

Still on 10 March, on the sidelines of the 69th CSW, I participated in a meeting of the Platform of Independent Expert Mechanisms on Discrimination and Violence against Women (EDVAW Platform) with the President of the 79th session of the General Assembly, His Excellency Mr. Philemon Yang. On 11 March, together with other EDVAW members, we met with the President of ECOSOC, His Excellency Mr. Bob Rae, Ambassador and Permanent Representative of Canada to the United Nations.

On 11 March, I also was a panellist at the Parliamentary Meeting hosted by the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and UN Women at the 69th session of the CSW. The theme of the panel discussion was “Parliaments and Beijing+30: Resisting the backlash and shifting paradigms towards gender equality”. I also participated in a panel discussion hosted by Egypt on the theme “Realizing the promise of Beijing for advancing women in leadership”.

Also On 11 March, I attended an event titled “Celebrating the Belem do Pará Convention and the Beijing Platform for Action: 30 years eliminating violence and discrimination against women”. Additionally, I met with Ministers from, Azerbaijan, Iceland, Morocco and Poland, and the Government Commissioner for Human Rights of Czechia accompanied by other members present in New York.

Still on 11 March, at the invitation of the Secretary-General of the Organisation internationale de la Francophonie (OIF) Ms Pia-Comella and I attended a high-level dinner debate and on 12 March, we discussed further cooperation with the Permanent Representative of the OIF.

On 12 March, I attended a CSW side event under the theme “How can the leadership of women and girls help save our cities and planet?”, organized by Cities for CEDAW in cooperation with the Permanent Mission of Nigeria, during which our colleague Ms. Eghobamien received a symbolic award in recognition of her work; and on 13 March, I attended a side event on the findings of a study by the UN Women East and Southern Africa Regional Office on the revitalization of the CSW.

From 14 to 16 March, I attended the IPU Global Conference of Women Parliamentarians in Mexico City, together with our former colleague Ms. Nicole Ameline, I made two presentations on our general recommendation No. 40 (2024) on the equal and inclusive representation of women in decision-making systems.

Back in New York, I met with the co-facilitators of the revitalization process of the CSW, the Permanent Representatives of Botswana and Ireland, on 19 March. I also had a meeting with the Executive Office of the Executive Director of UN Women to continue exploring ways and means of cooperation.

From 7 to 11 April, we held our CEDAW Pacific technical cooperation session in Suva, Fiji, at the invitation of the Pacific Community (SPC) and co-organized by the SPC and OHCHR, which I had the honour to chair. In addition to country exchanges with Fiji, Solomon Islands and Tuvalu on their CEDAW reports, we participated in a series of thematic discussions (Talanoas) on gender-related issues in the Pacific region, organized by civil society organizations and attended by delegations from 15 Pacific Island States. In view of the immense success of this event, I would like to reiterate my thanks and appreciation to our former Chair, Ms. Ana Peláez Narváez, and to the Coordination Committee and more particularly to our colleague Ms. Natasha Stott Despoja, who has spared no effort to ensure the success and impact of this technical cooperation session. 

On 30 April, at the London Arabia Arab Women Summit, I participated in a panel discussion with Cheri Blair on the theme “Building an impact foundation: Harnessing the power of the people”. Moreover, I participated remotely in a meeting of the International Gender Champions (IGC) Global Board.

On 15 May, I participated remotely in the first 2025 meeting of the Advisory Board on Gender Equality of the President of the Human Rights Council.

On 29 May, I attended the ceremony for the delivery of the university diploma on Faith for Rights at the Université Saint-Joseph (OSJ) in Beirut, Lebanon. The OSJ-OHCHR Faith-Justice Studies enable students to integrate their major area of study with inquiries into faith and social justice issues.

From 2 to 6 June, I participated in the 37th annual meeting of the Chairpersons of the human rights treaty bodies in Geneva. I understand that the newly appointed Chief of the Human Rights Treaties Branch, Mr. Antti Korkeakivi, will be with us next Monday for a debriefing on the 37th Chairs meeting. 

On 5 June, I remotely participated in a panel at the Global Climate Summit: Right here, right now, co-hosted by OHCHR and the International Universities Climate Alliance (IUCA), to discuss the theme “Advancing gender equality in climate action”.

On 10 June, I participated remotely in the summer course of the University of Montreal addressing the issue of spirituality, religion and human rights

	Dear colleagues,

I know that experts of the Committee have been involved in CEDAW-related activities since our last session. I would now be delighted to hear from them in this regard. In the interest of time management, I would like to request those members asking for the floor to limit their interventions to 2 minutes.

Lastly, I would like to announce that all public meetings of our 91st session, including this meeting, our constructive dialogues with the States parties, our informal public meetings with NGOs and NHRIs, as well as the public closing of the session on Friday 4 July are webcast live on UN Web TV.

I take this opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all those who will be online observers on the webcast during these public meetings.

In concluding, I wish all of us success for our work during this session.

Thank you for your attention.
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