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CPTI aims to supply information on all States with armed forces which report under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) with regard to their military recruitment legislation and their recognition of the right of conscientious objection, even when there appear to be no urgent questions arising.
In association with the Child Rights Information Network, CPTI also reports to the Committee on the Rights of the Child on States where there appear to be issues under the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the involvement of children in armed conflict, and although these issues do not necessarily have implications for the ICCPR, such  concerns are also summarised in these submissions.
Summary
Since 2005, all military service in Slovakia has been voluntary.  Legislative provisions allow for the reimposition of conscription in time of war or national emergency, and stipulate the provisions for conscientious objection which would apply.  Conscientious objectors convicted for their refusal of military service in Czechoslovakia before the recognition of conscientious objection have had their convictions overturned and restitution made by the Slovak courts.
At present, the only circumstance in which the question of conscientious objection is liable to arise is if a serving professional member of the armed forces should develop objections and seek release, in accordance with Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)4 of the Council of Europe.
Historical Background
Czechoslovakia was first recogniseed as an independent state in 1920.  It was occupied by Germany during the Second World War and subsequently fell into the Soviet sphere of influence, and became a member of the Warsaw Pact.  In 1968, under the Slovak president, Dubcek, the “Prague  Spring” attempted a measure of economic and social liberalisation, but it was put down with the loss of some 137 civilian lives by an invasion of Warsaw Pact that September.  Some 600 others lost their lives in trying to cross the border with the German Federal Republic between 1948 and 1989.

Following the “Velvet Revolution” of 1989, Czechia and Slovakia agreed to go their separate ways; the “Velvet Divorce” took effect from the beginning on 1993, the two States henceforth occupying separate seats at the United Nations and both inheriting the former Czechoslovakia’s international treaty obligations.  Slovakia became a member of the Council of Europe in 1993 and of the European Union in 2004.

Military Service and Conscientious Objection
Czechoslovakia always had obligatory military service.  The first conscientious objection provisions were introduced in 1990; alternative service lasted for 27 months against 18 months for military service.  In 1993, both Slovakia and Czechia reduced these durations to 12 and 18 months accordingly, but from 1995 Slovakia alone increased the duration of alternative service to twice that of military service, retaining this ratio when military service was reduced to none months in 2000.  Finally from 2004 military service was reduced to six months and the duration of alternative service reverted to half as much again, ie. nine months.  

Conscription was suspended from the beginning of 2006 under Law 570/2005, which provides for its reintroduction in case of war or national emergency.  In that event, unusually, there are explicit provisions for conscientious objection.  Law No. 569/2005 Coll. on “Alternative Service at the Time of War and State of War” “regulates the substitute service which a registered citizen or soldier in reserve is obliged to perform in the time of war and state of war instead of extraordinary military services, the procedure for refusal to perform the extraordinary military service, the records of registered citizens and soldiers in reserve obliged to perform substitute service, conscription of registered citizens and soldiers in reserve obliged to perform substitute service, and performance of substitute service.” 

Slovakia has subsequently demonstrated its commitment to the right of conscientious objection by raising the issue on several occasions in the Human Rights Council’s Universal Periodic Review Process.  More concretely, in a case brought by Jehovah's Witness Imrich Vajda who had been convicted in 1959 and 1961, the Constitutional Court of Slovakia acknowledged on 13 March 2014 that in the light of the European Court of Human Rights’ Bayatyan judgement retrospective amnesty or restitution was necessary for those convicted as criminals for their conscientious objection to military service.  By 2018, 51 Jehovah’s Witnesses convicted in the period up to 1989, but including martin Boor, whose conviction dated back to 1925, had received complete exoneration from Slovakian courts.
   It is not recorded that any such restitution has been made in the case of conscientious objectors who were not Jehovah’s Witnesses; if there were any they may not have so clearly established their arguments of conscience at the time of conviction.   The Vaida precedent had also been followed in cases in Czechia and attempts are now being made to persuade Hungarian courts to do likewise.
The performance of professional military service is regulated by Law 346/2005, on “State Service of Professional Soldiers of Armed Forces of the Slovak Republic and on Change and Amendment of Some Acts”. A contract will first include a preparatory service, which is followed by a time based contract according to Article 20 (Temporary State Service). The service time is usually from three to six years, but can be extended (Article 21).  The law does not contain any specific provisions for release on the grounds of conscientious objection.  Under Article 69, during the preparatory period, “the service relationship shall also end on the basis of an application by the serviceman”.  Under Article 70.2, it is subsequently possible to apply for early “termination of service relationship”, but it is not clear how such an application would be handled.
   In response to the Council of Europe’s follow-up questionnaire to Council of Ministers Recommendation CM/Rec(2010)4 on human rights in the armed forces Slovakia replied that it had no provisions for professional soldiers to leave on grounds of conscience.

In its Declaration on ratifying the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on children in armed conflict on 7th July 2006, Slovakia stated that eighteen years was the minimum age for recruitment under Law 364/2005.  In the event that Law 570/2005 should come into effect, the age limit is more specific, and slightly tighter; conscription is possible only from 31st January of the year of the recruit’s nineteenth birthday. 

Latest statistics 

POPULATION (November 2022, estimated)

 
        
                          5,431,000

proportion of  males aged 15-19






         2.5%

thus annually reaching recruitment age (approx):  
    

                               27,155
ARMED FORCES:         Active strength, November 2022:
            
                   
         7,950

compared to the male population reaching recruitment age    

                    66.1%
MILITARY EXPENDITURE: US $ equivalent, estimated 2022 
                  $1,994m                               
Per capita
   






                               $365
As % of  GDP 






                                1.8%




Suggestion for the List of Issues
The State Party might be asked to outline the procedures which would be followed in the even that a serving member of the armed forces sought release having developed conscientious objections.
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