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Introduction

1. This stakeholders’ report is a joint submission of the above-mentioned organizations. The report highlights key concerns related to the economic, social and cultural rights in Uganda.
2. The data and information obtained for this submission came from Franciscans International (FI), Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation Franciscans Africa (JPICFA), Uganda Episcopal Conference (Catholic Justice and Peace Commission, Uganda Catholic Medical Bureau and Education office), National Association of Professional Environmentalists and John Paul II Justice and Peace Centre.
3.  This report was coordinated by FI, an International Non-Governmental Organization (INGO) with General Consultative Status with the Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. It was founded in 1982 to bring to the UN the concerns of the most vulnerable. The focus of this submission is on the issues pertaining to the rights to health, food, education, and water and sanitation in Uganda.
Right to Health
4. FI partners realize there are a numbers of Private Not For Profit (PNFP) health service providers. The PNFP health facilities are largely faith-based and significantly contribute to the provision of health services in the country. The quality of service in the PNFPs is significantly better than that in the government health facilities. The government has been awarding the Primary Health Care (PHC) conditional grant to PNFPs of UGX 17.7 billion since 2003.
 However, while the number, scope and breadth of services provided by the PNFPs has increased over the years, the PHC conditional grant has never been revised. Moreover, the number of personnel seconded by the government to PNFPs has also steadily decreased year after year. Due to the decline in support, user fees in the PNFPs have continuously increased and are well on their way to becoming prohibitive and unaffordable for the poor in the country.
Proposed Questions

· What strategies has the government put in place to revise upwards the Primary Health Care conditional grant so as to proportionately cover the Private Not For Profit health facilities that significantly contribute to the provision of the health services in the country?

Right to Food
6. FI partners are alerted about the government’s measures to improve food production and are concerned about their sustainability. The National Agricultural Advisory and Development Services (NAADS) have been ridden with corruption. The government has in turn chosen to place NAADS in the hands of the military challenging community participation. There have also been complaints from the grassroots that there has been signs of an increase in beneficiaries of the NAADS services being people associated with the ruling parting.
7. FI partners are deeply concerned that technologies adopted to increase food production are unsustainable. Seeds are often modified and cannot be replanted. This situation instead of improving access to the right to food, exacerbates hunger and poverty. The Biosafety Bill tabled before Parliament in 2013 is more bent on protecting agri-business investors at the expense of the small-holder farmers. This approach has ignored and/or suppressed the culturally acceptable means of seed improvement, which include hybrids and farmer to farmer seed selection. The culturally acceptable means of production guarantee both food security and food sovereignty. Further, the advisory services rendered to farmers are not emphasizing agro-ecological practices, which increase yields sustainably.
Proposed Questions

· What steps is the government taking to tackle corruption in the agricultural sector and to ensure that access to agricultural advisory services is not discriminatory?

· What steps is government taking to improve food production without compromising and/or vanquishing the indigenous and culturally acceptable means of seed saving, distribution and improvement?

Right to Education

8. FI partners acknowledge the existence of Universal Primary Education, yet schools are not evenly distributed in Uganda. In Tororo, Soroti and Nebbi, there are primary school children who are forced to walk up to 7-10 kilometers to go to school. Teachers are underpaid and the recent upward salary revision has been undermined by the over taxation. Other teachers have gone unpaid for months and when the payment comes it is done in delayed installments.
9. FI partners found that the vast majority of pupils in standard 3 could not respond to numeracy and literacy questions of standard 2 and are therefore not acquiring basic competencies during the early years of primary school as expected in the national curricula
 The policy of not allowing pupils to redo the failed years coupled with the poor motivation of the teachers contribute to the failing standards of education in Tororo, Masaka, Nebbi, Soroti and Fortportal where FI partners work.
Proposed Questions
· What steps is the government taking to ensure even distribution of schools, and improve the quality of education through appropriate remuneration of the teachers?

Right to Water and Sanitation

10. FI partners realize that the government has registered progress on the provision of water services in urban areas yet 53 out of 110 towns in Uganda are below average in access to water in Uganda
. Additionally, there are limited statistics on water access in rural areas where majority of the people live. In rural areas the water sources, especially the boreholes, are not functional and people travel long distances to reach them. Big agribusiness companies like floriculture farms are polluting several water sources such as rivers and lakes with pesticide runoff and extractive industries

11. FI partners also observe that water is only affordable to the urban rich and not the urban poor.  The government has failed to regulate the price of water sold by water vendors to urban poor, such as slum dwellers, who cannot be connected to the services of the National Water and Sewage Corporation. The price of water to the urban rich is UGX 1, 068, for 1 cubic meter
 but urban poor pay Ugx 200 for 20 litters implying that they pay Ugx. 10000 for 1 cubic meter. Persons living in poverty pay 10 times more than the rich. The removal exemptions for Value Added tax on water supply machinery and vehicles has worsened the situation 
.
12. FI partners acknowledge that the government has tried to improve access to sanitary facilities in some urban areas. Government has set up a few free public toilets in Kampala. However, the latrine coverage is still low and in the informal settlements and the situation is worse where a toilet is used by more than 1,000 people and they have to pay between Ugx 200 and 500 per person. The cost of accessing sanitary facilities would in this way impinge on other households’ expenses for food, water, and education. 
Proposed Questions

· What steps is the government taking to protect the low income water consumers from exploitation by the water vendors and ensure that private investments should respect people’s rights to water and sanitation?

· What steps is the government taking to ensure that it makes it mandatory for all new establishments to have a rain harvesting facility?
· What steps is the government taking to prevent that agribusiness pollute key vital water sources? Please list key measures, including judicial investigations and effective remedies to victims.
· What steps is the government taking to periodically collect data on all the parameters of the right to water, especially in rural areas and to disaggregate the data showing the access to water and sanitation services between the urban poor and rich? 
· What is the government doing to ensure that all Ugandans have information on the right to water and sanitation by simplifying the documents and translating them in the language that common people understand and through incorporating it in the school curriculum?

Women and Children
13. FI partners deplore that child labour is still prevalent in the country, especially in commercial agriculture and the extractive industry. The efforts by non-governmental organizations to intervene in situations of child labour are not always fully supported by the government.

14. FI remains deeply concerned about the low rate of children registered at birth in Uganda. According to UNICEF recent figures, only 30% of children aged under 5 are registered
. Unregistered children face numerous challenges in enjoying their economic, social and cultural rights, including prevented access to education and health services. In addition, they are exposed to exploitation, such as trafficking and child labour. Unregistered girls are more exposed to early marriages and discrimination in property rights.

15. FI partners also realize that there is limited information on the role and place of women in ownership and management of natural resources. Inheritance laws and cultural practices discriminate against women and their property entitlement. 

16. FI partners realize that several micro-finance enterprises are exploiting women by lending to them at exorbitant interest rates. Micro-finance institutions in Masaka, Rakai and Kyotera borrow from commercial banks at interest rates between 8-10 % 
and lend to rural women at three times the rate. The situation is due to the fact that the Central Bank has deliberately chosen not to regulate these micro-finance institutions and has consequently kept women indebted and in poverty.

Proposed Questions

· What steps is the government taking to curb child labour in the country?
· What steps is the government taking to reach Universal Birth Registration?
· What steps is government taking to collect data and to improve access to land and property rights of women and their involvement in the management of natural resources?

· What strategies are in place to regulate micro-credit institutions and protect rural women from the exploitative actions of such entities?
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