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SYSTEMIC VIOLATIONS OF CHILDREN'S RIGHTS IN CUBA
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[bookmark: _Toc98692956][bookmark: _Toc100877172][bookmark: _Toc100959074]INTRODUCTION TO THE COMPLAINT
[bookmark: _Hlk99385703]The current complaint report has been prepared for submission to the Committee on the Rights of the Child.
In the framework of the review of Cuba by the Committee on the Rights of the Child during its 90th Session (May 3, 2022 - June 3, 2022), the Committee will consider the combined third to sixth periodic reports of Cuba, as well as the responses to the list of issues. In this context, Prisoners Defenders welcomes the open deadline for the submission of inputs and complaints.
This report covers only two aspects of the violation of children's rights in Cuba:
Political and conscientious imprisonment. This study has been developed using a sample of 22 convicted minors and/or convicts of conscience, who were already known to us but on whom we have been able to carry out an in-depth legal study for the Committee with only 7 days to do so (between April 8, when we learned about this Committee and its opportunities to receive reports and complaints, and the deadline of April 15), being that it has been impossible to have the same level of study and detail, due to the dates, on the total of at least 36 cases that we present here of minors prosecuted in the framework of the demonstrations of July 11, 2021 among which we present 22 under detailed denunciation and 14 alleged cases listed, identified and described briefly due to the short time for the elaboration of this denunciation. However, we can extrapolate that the cases of the 14 alleged minors indicated as processed and under various deprivations of liberty are very similar to those studied in depth. Their ages range from 13 to 17 years old.
Forced separation for 8 years of between 5,000 and 10,000 minors from their fathers and/or mothers, because the parents were forcibly repudiated from Cuba, not allowing them to re-enter the island by Law, nor the minors to leave it, which we will demonstrate through Consular Certificates of international legal validity issued by the Government of Cuba for a judicial procedure in progress in a European country, with explanation of this legislation of Cuba - the so-called Law of 8 years -, through very diverse documentary evidence (Agreements, contracts and other documents) and through the testimonies of 1.111 Cuban professionals who have suffered this forced expatriation/repatriation for 8 years, of which exactly 48% had minor children while working abroad. About these children, we will present dozens of peer-reviewed scientific studies that demonstrate the very serious emotional, physical and cognitive affectations they suffer and which are of extreme gravity. Although currently more than 5,000 minors are in this situation, we must point out that this process of selective repudiation of professional parents has been active in Cuba since 1963, and has affected more than 40,000 professionals, so that more than 20,000 minors have gone through this process of forced separation from their parents exercised by the State for 8 years and in some cases longer.
This statistic of minors is high because, for the Cuban government, having minor children on the island means a high score for the professional to be proposed/imposed to go on a work mission abroad, given that the rootedness allows guaranteeing that the Law of 8 years would mean dismembering the family, a fact that the authorities do not hesitate to execute when the professional, as they define, "deserts", leaving without contemplation the minors without parents, a core violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, which we will scientifically demonstrate the terrible consequences it produces.
The methodology of analysis and exposition of both situations combines quantitative and qualitative methods, where research, legal analysis, first-hand sources from those affected, and statements designed to generate statistics on violations, present a sufficient scenario for understanding the phenomenon in the two areas of study.
For this study, we have relied on first-hand sources in direct contact with those affected, as well as the victims and/or direct witnesses of the situations. For this study, we have relied on the contribution of a variety of sources:
Political prisoners who are recognized human rights activists sharing a cell or penitentiary compound with the exposed cases
Blood relatives and first-degree relatives of political prisoners
Political prisoners, in case they are in situations of non-custodial deprivation of liberty
Recently released political prisoners
Other first-level relatives who take care of prisoners who do not have alternative family members
Professionals who have suffered from the so-called "8-year law", i.e., the victims of the
Various documentary sources: judgments, proceedings, recent Consular Certificates with international legal validity, Cuban legislation, scientific studies by peers, and other equally solvent and reliable sources.
Numerous cases have been reported and documented using a variety of the above-mentioned sources.
[bookmark: _Toc100877173][bookmark: _Toc100959075]POLITICAL IMPRISONMENT OF MINORS IN CUBA IN THE CONTEXT OF JULY 11
On July 11, 2021, hundreds of thousands of Cubans took to the streets in demonstrations that were seen all over social networks and were totally and absolutely peaceful. Videos arriving from Cuba non-stop during that day showed citizens walking the streets peacefully raising their voices with two preponderant slogans: "Patria y Vida" (Homeland and Life) and "Libertad" (Freedom).
A few hours later, the country's president called for "combat", while mobilizing the armed forces, special forces, political police and law enforcement forces from all military and police ranks. The result was extreme violence against the demonstrators. The vast majority fled as best they could, but more than 5,000 were detained through the use of force. [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Anger erupts in the streets of Cuba, revolutionaries are called to combat: https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/afp/la-c%C3%B3lera-estalla-en-las-calles-de-cuba--convocan-a-revolucionarios-al-combate/46777878] 

As will be examined below, in the sentences and criminal proceedings it is clear that one of the most serious acts of the demonstrators was to take to the streets in the context of the Covid19 , "taking advantage" of the situation. However, the president of Cuba called on all the "revolutionaries" to go out to the streets to "fight" the peaceful demonstrators, through the following slogans: "We are calling on all the revolutionaries of the country, the communists, to go out to the streets wherever these provocations are going to take place, from now on and in all these days. And to confront them with decision, with firmness, with courage".
The president's call for a confrontation between the people and their counterparts provoked violence against the demonstrators, which was mixed with the extreme violence used by the military forces against them. In some isolated cases, there were demonstrators who, in legitimate self-defense, tried, in vain, to defend themselves. These isolated clashes, which did not cause a single serious injury among the tens of thousands of police officers involved, were used as an excuse by the country's commanders to order the prosecution, through the prosecutor's offices, of all the arrested demonstrators.
Among the thousands of detainees, and given that it was not a school term, there were hundreds of underage demonstrators who either accompanied their parents or joined the demonstrations out of empathy with the libertarian slogans.
Although we recognize that it is impossible to count political prisoners resulting from such a demonstration, Prisoners Defenders has counted dozens of children, from 13 to 17 years old, who have been violently detained, disappeared from their families for days or weeks,[footnoteRef:3] tortured and finally criminally prosecuted. We report the results of this situation in our latest monthly report, with the following breakdown of results: [footnoteRef:4] [3:  UN calls Cuba to account for alleged disappearances in the aftermath of 9/11: https://www.swissinfo.ch/spa/cuba-desapariciones_la-onu-pide-cuentas-a-cuba-sobre-presuntas-desapariciones-a-ra%C3%ADz-del-11-j/47282592]  [4:  Prisoners Defenders report of April 7, 2022: 1,204 political prisoners in Cuba in 12 months - 1,027 prisoners as of March 31'22 - 894 of them due to the peaceful demonstrations of 11j: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1dTkGfzvwmlQCHu_NgwrF4EM3xtR20Xft] 

33 boys and 4 girls are present on our list: 13 years old, one of them; 15 years old, three of them; 16 years old, ten of them; and 17 years old, twenty-three of them. All of them from 11J. 20 are already convicted with an average sentence of 7 years of deprivation of liberty.
2 girls and 14 boys, 43% of the minors verified by PD, have been charged with Sedition.
169 protesters, including these minors, have been prosecuted for Sedition.
652 prisoners have already been sentenced, 259 of them with sentences of more than 10 years.
At least 133 women are political prisoners of the Cuban regime.
Entire families and their children, some of them minors and many others teenagers up to 21 years of age, were imprisoned.
The latest study on this situation, focused on the treatment of prisoners, and presented to the Committee Against Torture on March 28, 2022 by Prisoners Defenders, found that among 101 cases studied (a random base of 87 cases, and 14 others studied on an ad hoc basis) there were minors and adolescents who were suffering mistreatment, cruel treatment and torture. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Prisoners Defenders complaint to the Committee Against Torture (CAT), March 28, 2022 - Torture, cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment of political prisoners in Cuba: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1w-8AwVy5Up06SoG7iMvnTjR8O20Ry8Jm] 

The data on this random basis of 89 cases were as follows (excerpt from the complaint):
"...
Among the 87 cases for which the complainants have filled in the tabulated form, 100% have suffered torture and mistreatment mechanisms, with the attached table showing the list of those who have suffered the most types of torture:
	POLITICAL PRISONER
(on the list of 87 cases per random sample)
	AGE
	TYPES OF DOCUMENTED TORTURE

	Jonathan Torres Farrat
	17 years old (under age at time of arrest)
	15 types of torture

	Iván Hernández Troya
	26 years old
	15 types of torture

	Diosdeny Santana Madera
	37 years old
	14 types of torture

	Juan Enrique Pérez Sánchez
	41 years old
	14 types of torture

	Lazaro Yuri Valle Roca
	60 years
	14 types of torture

	Lizandra Góngora Espinosa
	36 years old
	14 types of torture

	Alayn Toledano Valiente
	49 years old
	13 types of torture

	Andy Dunier García Lorenzo
	24 years old
	13 types of torture

	Dixán Gainza Moré
	36 years old
	13 types of torture

	José Daniel Ferrer García
	51 years old
	13 types of torture

	Julián Manuel Mazola Beltrán
	22 years old (23/08/99, arrested at 21)
	13 types of torture

	Luis Mario Niedas Hernández
	32 years old
	13 types of torture

	Yadir Ayala Ibañez
	32 years old
	13 types of torture

	Yunior Consuegra Sotolongo
	24 years old
	13 types of torture

	Bradys Barreras González
	45 years
	12 types of torture

	Maikel Puig Bergolla
	41 years old
	12 types of torture

	Miguel Enrique Girón Velázquez
	25 years
	12 types of torture

	Adrián Miguel Góngora Santiesteban
	32 years old
	11 types of torture

	Enrique Mustelier Sosa
	39 years old
	11 types of torture

	Jorge Martín Perdomo
	39 years old
	11 types of torture

	Marcos Antonio Alfonso Breto
	20 years
	11 types of torture

	Yosvany Rosell García Caso
	33 years old
	11 types of torture

	Ángel Jesús Véliz Marcano
	27 years old
	10 types of torture

	Brusnelvis Adrian Cabrera Gutierrez
	21 years old
	10 types of torture

	Edelmer Góngora Morales
	38 years old
	10 types of torture

	Lázara Karenia González Fernández
	29 years old
	10 types of torture

	Nadir Martín Perdomo
	37 years old
	10 types of torture

	Orelvys Cabrera Sotolongo
	37 years old
	10 types of torture

	Ángel Santiesteban Prats
	55 years old
	9 types of torture

	Aníbal Yasiel Palau Jacinto
	26 years old
	9 types of torture

	Kevin Damián Frómeta Castro
	20 years
	9 types of torture

	Luis Manuel Otero Alcántara
	34 years old
	9 types of torture

	Luis Miguel Valls Pérez
	27 years old
	9 types of torture

	Magdelys Curbelo Anglés
	22 years old
	9 types of torture

	Roberto Perez Fonseca
	39 years old
	9 types of torture

	William Manuel Leyva Pupo
	21 years old
	9 types of torture

	Brandon David Becerra Curbelo
	18 years old (07/11/03, arrested at 17)
	8 types of torture

	Daniel Joel Cardenas Diaz
	36 years old
	8 types of torture

	Demis Valdés Sarduy
	41 years old
	8 types of torture

	Liván Hernández Lago
	47 years old
	8 types of torture

	Noel Martínez Tápanez
	33 years old
	8 types of torture

	Samuel Pupo Martínez
	47 years old
	8 types of torture

	Víctor Alejandro Painceira Rodríguez
	27 years old
	8 types of torture

	Yeremin Salcine Jane
	31 years old
	8 types of torture

	Yurién Rogelio Méndez Herrera
	28 years old
	8 types of torture

	Carlos Alberto Hernández Pérez
	23 years old
	7 types of torture

	Cruz García Domínguez
	59 years old
	7 types of torture

	Jesús Yoel Díaz Hernández
	48 years old
	7 types of torture

	Michael Gerardo Carey Abadin
	19 years old
	7 types of torture

	Yasmany Porra Perez
	36 years old
	7 types of torture

	Yunaiky de la Caridad Linares Rodríguez
	24 years old
	7 types of torture

	Armando Guerra Perez
	49 years old
	6 types of torture

	José Miguel Gómez Mondeja
	25 years
	6 types of torture

	Karen Vázquez Pérez
	41 years old
	6 types of torture

	Leoalys de la Caridad Valera Vázquez
	20 years
	6 types of torture

	Lisdany Rodríguez Isaac
	23 years old
	6 types of torture

	Lisdiany Rodriguez Isaac
	23 years old
	6 types of torture

	Maikel Rodriguez Del Campo
	34 years old
	6 types of torture

	Oriandy Oviedo Acosta
	41 years old
	6 types of torture

	Alexander Mario Fábregas Milanés
	32 years old
	5 types of torture

	John Luis Machado Marrero
	20 years
	5 types of torture

	José Alejandro Rodríguez Gelin
	22 years old
	5 types of torture

	Leonardo Manuel Fernández Otaño
	30 years
	5 types of torture

	Liván Hernández Sosa
	31 years old
	5 types of torture

	Yoan de la Cruz Cruz
	26 years old
	5 types of torture

	Yoel David Ochoa Álvarez
	21 years old
	5 types of torture

	Yunior Luis Pino Pérez
	37 years old
	5 types of torture

	Daniela Cecilia Rojo Varona
	26 years old
	4 types of torture

	Dariel Cruz García
	20 years
	4 types of torture

	Esmérido Galván Santiesteban
	34 years old
	4 types of torture

	Leonardo Luis Rivera
	39 years old
	4 types of torture

	Maikel Martínez Sirey
	44 years old
	4 types of torture

	Manuel Díaz Rodríguez
	59 years old
	4 types of torture

	Miguel Diaz Sosa
	48 years old
	4 types of torture

	Pedro Albert Sánchez
	65 years old
	4 types of torture

	Camila Acosta Rodríguez
	28 years old
	3 types of torture

	Eddy Gutiérrez Alonso
	24 years old
	3 types of torture

	Fidel García Hernández
	39 years old
	3 types of torture

	Ariel Perez Montesino
	48 years old
	3 types of torture

	Luis Frómeta Compte
	59 years old
	3 types of torture

	Randy Arteaga Rivera
	32 years old
	3 types of torture

	Yosvani Daniel Ríos Cervantes
	40 years
	3 types of torture

	Liuvel Mendoza Hernández
	40 years
	2 types of torture

	Osdany Antonio Ricardo Aguilar
	29 years old
	2 types of torture

	Javier Delgado Torna
	54 years old
	1 type of torture

	Mario Josué Prieto Ricardo
	27 years old
	1 type of torture

	Yoirdan Revolta Leyva
	22 years old (11/21/99, arrested at 21)
	1 type of torture



MINORS ARE BEING TORTURED, JUST AS MUCH OR MORE THAN THE REST
Of the 101 victims of torture and ill-treatment studied, 3 were minors at the time of arrest (Jonathan Torres Farrat, Brandon David Becerra Curbelo and Rowland de Jesús Castillo Castro), and 14 were 21 years of age or younger at the time of arrest,
The victim who accumulates the highest number of types of torture is precisely a 17-year-old minor, Jonathan Torres Farrat.
..."
In this report we make an exhaustive study of 22 cases of minors, among the 36 that we present here, on which we have been able to carry out an exhaustive legal analysis in a short period of time, from April 8 to April 15, 2022, leaving many of the cases that we have listed unstudied in detail due to lack of time. We understand, however, that the Committee could deduce that the remaining cases are similar to those presented and denote a systematic pattern of violation of the Convention on the Rights of the Child, both for the criminal treatment and for the torture to which they have been subjected.


[bookmark: _Toc100959076]LIST AND STUDY OF 22 MINORS WITH CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS
[bookmark: _Toc100955455][bookmark: _Toc100959077]Ayan Idalberto Jover Cardoza
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 04022378247, born on February 23, 2004,
minor at the time of arrest, aged 17, with legal domicile at Paz street, number 11, between Sol and Luz streets, Luz district, municipality and province of Holguín. He has no criminal record. He is a student of FORMATUR of the Polytechnic of the municipality of Rafael Freyre, specializing in food processing. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest, being a minor who took to the streets together with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly and exercising his rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955456][bookmark: _Toc100959078]Osbel David Núñez Frómeta
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03081169949, born August 11, 2003,
minor at the time of arrest, aged 17 years old, with legal domicile at Avenida Spriu, #732, e/ Calle Minerva and Calle Cristina, Cárdenas, Matanzas. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of the arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
This minor has suffered from a serious psychiatric condition since childhood, organic-chemical, which causes him claustrophobia, depressions and has even had suicide attempts. This is reflected in medical certificates that have been presented since his arrest to the authorities, who have done nothing to change his criminal condition and precautionary measure. The cause of the minor's permanent ailments is due to a high fever of more than 41.5 degrees during a long period in his childhood, which caused dysfunctional brain damage. He has had to be medicated every day since he was a child and the care he requires is enormous.
The minor, in addition, was made to pass through a supposed Medical Commission in Matanzas. The supposed Medical Commission, instead of talking about the medical ailments, which they treated superficially, interrogated the relatives and the minor about his political orientation and his actions on July 11, as the neighbors tell us. At the same time, his parents, as these same neighbors tell us, are suffering a lot because the minor says in the neighborhood that he will not go to prison, that he will commit suicide rather than spend his life behind bars, and it is something that in his psychiatric case allows us to predict what will happen if the authorities condemn him.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955457][bookmark: _Toc100959079]Brandon David Becerra Curbelo
[bookmark: _Toc100955458]Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03110767369, born on November 7, 2003, being a minor at the time of arrest, on July 16, 2021, aged 17. His legal address is at 560 Rabí Street between Santa Irene and San Bernardino, Santos Suárez district, Diez de Octubre municipality, Havana province. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest, being only a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating spontaneously for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, available at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100959080]Ernesto Abelardo Martínez Pérez
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03121578105,
born on December 15, 2003, minor at the time of arrest, aged 17, with legal domicile at 10 de octubre street, number 51 altos, e/ 18 and 24, Harlem district, municipality and province of Holguín. He has no criminal record. He is a second-year polytechnic student specializing in electricity. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955459][bookmark: _Toc100959081]Giuseppe Belaunzarán Guada
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 05070766964, born July 7, 2005,
Minor at the time of arrest, aged 16, with legal domicile at 59 Correa Street, between Rabí and San Indalecio, Santos Suárez district, Diez de Octubre municipality, Havana province. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest, being a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly and spontaneously exercising his rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955460][bookmark: _Toc100959082]Rey Alejandro Martínez Tamayo
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03121360324, born on December 13, 2003,
Minor at the time of his arrest on July 12, 2021, aged 17, with legal domicile at Calle 9b #3607 E 36 y 38, Reparto Julio Reyes, Jovellanos municipality, Matanzas province. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for their rights in a spontaneous manner.
[bookmark: _Hlk100533067]Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955461][bookmark: _Toc100959083]Rowland de Jesús Castillo Castro
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03111366247, born on November 13, 2003,
Minor at the time of his arrest on July 16, 2021, aged 17, with legal domicile at San Agustín between Güinera and 8 vías, nave 52 cubicle 11, Comodoro distribution, Arroyo Naranjo municipality, Havana province and Victoria Street S/N e/ Republica and Concordia Fraternidad, Arroyo Naranjo, Havana, although he resides permanently at Santa Irene Street number 109 e/ San Benigno and San Indalecio, Diez de Octubre municipality, Havana province. He has no criminal record. 
He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of the arrest, being a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people publicly demonstrating for his rights in a spontaneous manner.
[bookmark: _Toc100877174]Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955462][bookmark: _Toc100959084][bookmark: _Hlk100733418]Emy Yoslán Román Rodríguez
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03080866247, born August 8, 2003, minor at the time of arrest, aged 17, with legal domicile at 170 Agramonte Street, between Güinera and Simón Bolívar, Rosario neighborhood, Arroyo Naranjo municipality, Havana; or 44 Consuelo Street, between Cuatro and Cucho, Rosario neighborhood, Arroyo Naranjo municipality, Havana. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people spontaneously demonstrating publicly for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, available at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955463][bookmark: _Toc100959085]Christian Lázaro González Ávila
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 04122360342, born December 23, 2004, minor at the time of arrest, aged 16, with legal domicile at 34th Avenue, number 539, apartment 1, between Industria and Coronel Verdugo, municipality of Cárdenas, province of Matanzas. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating spontaneously for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, available at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955464][bookmark: _Toc100959086]Lázaro Noel Urgelles Fajardo
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03120467466, born December 4, 2003, minor at the time of arrest, aged 17, with legal domicile at 610A San Indalecio Street, between Correa and Santa Irene, Santos Suarez district, Diez de Octubre municipality, Havana province. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people spontaneously demonstrating publicly for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955465][bookmark: _Toc100959087]Maikol Fabián Figueredo Carbonel
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 04031679846, born March 16, 2004, minor at the time of arrest, aged 17, with legal domicile at Calle 16, number 74, between 21 and 26, reparto Camilo Cienfuegos, Bayamo, Granma. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people spontaneously demonstrating publicly for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955466][bookmark: _Toc100959088][bookmark: _Hlk100703213]Samuel Torres Durán
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 04090778005, born September 7, 2004, minor at the time of arrest, aged 16, with legal domicile at 148 Cuba Street, between Paz and Marañón, Vista Alegre district, municipality and province of Holguín. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people spontaneously demonstrating publicly for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955467][bookmark: _Toc100959089]Jonathan Torres Farrat
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 04071167368, born July 11, 2004, minor at the time of arrest on August 13, 2021, aged 17, with legal domicile at Calzada de Diez de Octubre, number 443, apartment 5 between San Nicolás and Calzada de Luyano, Luyano district, Diez de Octubre municipality, Havana. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating spontaneously for public rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955468][bookmark: _Toc100959090]Keyla Roxana Mulet Calderón
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 04032178136, born on March 21, 2004, minor at the time of arrest, on July 11, 2021, aged 17, with legal domicile at Calle Independencia, #86, e/ Prado and Colón, Vista Alegre, Holguín. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955469][bookmark: _Toc100959091]Yeral Michel Palacios Román 
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03092378200, born September 23, 2003, minor at the time of arrest on July 11, 2021, aged 17, with legal domicile at Avenida Los Alamos, e/17 and 19, Edificio 56, Apartamento B, reparto Lenin, Holguin. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955470][bookmark: _Toc100959092]Brayan Piloto Pupo
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 05070467447, born July 4, 2005, minor at the time of arrest, aged 16, with legal domicile at Lincon Street, #15, apt. 4, between Ribera and Céspedes, Barrio Azul, Arroyo Naranjo, Havana. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955471][bookmark: _Toc100959093]Kendry Miranda Cardenas
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03100367280, born on October 3, 2003, minor at the time of arrest, aged 17, with legal address at Zapata Street, #213, between Flores and Serrano, Santo Suarez neighborhood, municipality of Diez de Octubre, Havana. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of the arrest, a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955472][bookmark: _Toc100959094]Jonathan Pérez Ramos
Cuban citizen, identity card number 0410265206, born October 26, 2004,
minor at the time of arrest on July 17, 2021, aged 16, with legal domicile at Calle 6, #203, e/ Calle B y Calle Padre Valencia, Camagüey. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of the arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people publicly demonstrating for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955473][bookmark: _Toc100959095]Nelson Néstor Rivero Garzón
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 04021567225, born February 15, 2004,
minor at the time of arrest on July 13, 2021, aged 17, with legal domicile at Calle Lourdes, #457, apartment 18, between Calle Yara and Calle Mariel, Vibora Park, Arroyo Naranjo, Havana. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of the arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955474][bookmark: _Toc100959096]Bryan Eladio Vega Veliz 
Cuban citizen, identity card number 04070779641, born July 7, 2004,
minor at the time of arrest, aged 17, with legal domicile at Calle 26, #40, e/ Calle 15 y Calle 26 de julio, Reparto Camilo Cienfuegos, Bayamo, Granma. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating spontaneously for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955475][bookmark: _Toc100959097]Kevin Ángel Álvarez Echevarría 
Cuban citizen, with identity card number 03071464729, born July 14, 2003,
minor at the time of arrest on July 11, 2021, aged 17, with legal domicile at Calle 96, #831 O, e/ Avenida 83 y Avenida 85, Güira de Melena, Artemisa. He has no criminal record. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people demonstrating publicly for rights in a spontaneous manner.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955476][bookmark: _Toc100959098]Raúl Xavier Díaz Pérez 
Cuban citizen, born on October 27, 2003, a minor at the time of his arrest at the age of 17. He did not belong to any opposition party or movement at the time of his arrest and was a minor who took to the streets along with hundreds of people spontaneously demonstrating publicly for their rights.
Full legal study of the case in Annex I, accessible at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.
[bookmark: _Toc100955477][bookmark: _Toc100959099]Other alleged convicted or remanded juveniles in prison
The alleged cases and the complete legal study are available in Annex I: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Dh2-KUOr_PV_3aSPYReLpWaF7BxTTS6P.



[bookmark: _Toc100959100]FORCED SEPARATION OF THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS FOR 8 YEARS
The systemic situation that has produced the greatest tragedy in Cuba in childhood stems from Cuba's internationalization missions.
[bookmark: _Toc100877175][bookmark: _Toc100909142][bookmark: _Toc100909271][bookmark: _Toc100955479][bookmark: _Toc100959101]CUBA'S INTERNATIONALIZATION MISSIONS
In these so-called "missions", 850.000 civilian professionals have been sent to work in various professions, countries or companies (including multinational companies such as MSC Cruises, where they work as waiters) to produce the largest item of income that Cuba has, 3 times higher than tourism, on account of confiscating, even in collaboration with multinationals, 80% or more of their basic salaries, whether paid by a country, a private company or any entity, even foreign, in a legal framework that we will describe and demonstrate possesses a repressive degree that enters fully into forced labor, slavery and, in the face of rejection, persecution, as was understood on November 6, 2019 by the mandates of the Special Rapporteur on slavery and the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons of the United Nations, a fact that materialized in an accusatory letter to the Government of Cuba, respectful but very specific and very serious, where he cited the sources of the complaint (Prisoners Defenders) but also specified own sources "first hand". [footnoteRef:6] [6:  Official communication of the mandates of the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences, and the United Nations Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children: https://spcommreports.ohchr.org/TMResultsBase/DownLoadPublicCommunicationFile?gId=24868] 

The United Nations has not been the only impartial and qualified body to support this accusation. The sources of this accusation have been diverse and multinational:
	2010
	The British Medical Journal publishes an article denouncing slavery in the Cuban Medical Missions in Portugal: "Medical union condemns contract for Cuban doctors to work in Portugal as slavery."

	AUGUST 5
	

	2018
	Universal Periodic Review 2018 - Cuba. Written findings and recommendation 24.230: "address the allegedly coercive elements of Cuban labor practices and foreign medical missions...".

	JULY 6
	

	2019
	Prisoners Defenders initiates the case of the complaint "110 doctors vs. Cuban Government" at the ICC and the United Nations. United Nations begins investigations.

	MAY 8
	

	2019
	The UN (mandates of the Special Rapporteur on Slavery and the Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons), in response to Prisoners Defenders, issued Communication (AL CUB 6/2019), noting slavery in Cuban Medical Missions.

	NOVEMBER 6
	

	
	Human Rights Foundation, creator of the Oslo Freedom Forum, published the report, "Cuba: 60 Years of Revolution, 60 Years of Oppression", which devotes a few paragraphs to Cuba's medical missions, stating that they "represent a modern form of slavery".

	JULY 16
	

	
	Human Rights Watch released a comprehensive and detailed technical report analyzing repressive laws on Cuban doctors on mission, backing up UN allegations of abuses, concluding that Cuba applies "draconian rules to doctors on mission that violate fundamental rights."

	JULY 23RD
	

	2021
	The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) dedicated 8 paragraphs in its Annual Report on Cuba (chapter 4b) and expressed its concern about the forced labor to which Cuban workers on mission abroad are allegedly subjected.

	APRIL 16
	

	2021
	The European Parliament approved by a large majority, which included many votes in favor and also dozens of abstentions from the left, the Resolution (2021/2745(RSP)), by which it "condemned the systemic violations of human and labor rights committed by Cuba against its personnel in medical missions, which violate the fundamental conventions of the ILO".

	JUNE 10
	

	2021
	The European Parliament approved by a large majority, which included many votes in favor and also dozens of abstentions from the left, the Resolution (2021/2872(RSP)), reiterating that "the Cuban State continues to systematically violate the labor and human rights of its health personnel assigned to work abroad on medical missions".

	SEPTEMBER 16
	


All these condemnations, far removed from the interests catalogued as "enemies" of Cuba by the Cuban government authorities, are therefore not born of political animosity but of a tragedy that affects hundreds of thousands of parents and their minor children, forcibly separated during the missions (they can only see each other once a year at the most), but also forcibly separated for at least 8 years if the parent makes one of these two decisions:
Not to return immediately to Cuba after finishing their entire civilian work performance abroad, in jobs that usually last 2 or 3 years.
Do not continue with the work while on the job.
This is documented by Cuban legislation itself, in a web of laws and provisions that are collectively referred to by physicians as the "8-year law".
But, to complement the study of the legislation, to determine its application and to supplement the evidence in the face of something that is draconian, as Human Rights Watch called it in its report of July 26, 2020,[footnoteRef:7] it was necessary to broaden the sources of evidence. [7:  HRW, July 23, 2020 - Cuba: Repressive rules against doctors on mission: https://www.hrw.org/es/news/2020/07/23/cuba-normas-represivas-contra-medicos-en-mision] 

What Prisoners Defenders found in all of this research was conducted on an exhaustive methodology:
The entire Cuban legislative framework affecting missions and professionals before, during and after missions was thoroughly analyzed since 2018.
A total of 894 tabulated statements were collected and analyzed from professionals on assignment who had suffered from this 8-year law. From Cuban waiters on luxury cruise ships of MSC Cruises (Italy/Switzerland), Fred Olsen (Spain) or NorthsSouth (Canada), to teachers, sportsmen, engineers, dozens of professions, and many doctors all over the world. These are protected testimonials, as we will explain below. Their full content can be viewed and analyzed here.
We also analyzed 217 public testimonies of other professionals on mission whose testimonies, full names and identification we made the effort to document univocally. These testimonies and the personal data of the victims can be read here (section "1.1.6.3. 217 Public testimonies").
The Agreements that the Government of Cuba signs with companies, institutions and governments around the world to provide "legal" coverage for these missions were also analyzed. The result was equally overwhelming. The Conventions, all of them, violate the Vienna Convention on Treaties with respect to Article 53 of the same, since their clauses do not admit a minimum correction with respect to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and derived treaties, as we shall see. The analysis of these Conventions can be studied in our previous complaint (section 12.1. List of Conventions obtained and analyzed),[footnoteRef:8] so we will not expand on this documentary in this document. [8:  Prisoners Defenders - Case 1,111 Cuban professionals vs. Cuban Government: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YZDxtLHGN755aWeTaqvmqbNwoQy4yAVZ] 

We also analyzed the employment contracts in those few missions where the workers managed to have a contract or, of the places where they have signed a contract, the few where they have been given a copy of it. The analysis of these agreements can be studied in our previous complaint (section 11.1.	List of contracts included in the complaint),[footnoteRef:9] so we will not expand on this documentary in this writing. [9:  Prisoners Defenders - Case 1,111 Cuban professionals vs. Cuban Government: https://drive.google.com/open?id=1YZDxtLHGN755aWeTaqvmqbNwoQy4yAVZ] 

But, in addition, in this case we have had the good fortune to be able to corroborate all the documentary, probative in itself, with public declarations of the Government of Cuba with international legal validity and executive character, thanks to a series of recent Consular Certificates issued for a judicial process that took place on European soil. In these certificates, the Government of Cuba exposes without restrictions the so-called "Law of the 8 years", the family separation, the loss of all rights as Cuban citizen, the repudiation and the qualification of "deserter" to the civilian professionals, whoever, who do not return to Cuba immediately, or who do not finish the work abroad and also return immediately to Cuba.
There is no possibility of evading the evidentiary reality of the facts and the documentary evidence, and the purpose of all this, in this specific complaint, is to demonstrate beyond any reasonable doubt that the Cuban government forcibly separates minors and parents, qualifying the latter as "deserters" or "traitors to the homeland", and causing all kinds of after-effects in the minors.
The number of minors who have suffered this situation has been in the tens of thousands but, at present, more than 5000 children cannot see their parents for at least 8 years for this reason, while they are officially catalogued as "traitors" and "deserters" by the State, in addition to the diseases that science has shown that these children, youth and adolescents suffer from the forced separation from their parents, we must add the pain of segregation as the child of a "traitor", both in the neighborhood by the CDR (Committees for the Defense of the Revolution) and at school.
When we finish explaining the consequences that this forced separation causes in the youth through the scientific studies presented in this denunciation, it will be easy to deduce that a part of the Cuban youth is being born with a physical, moral, psychological and cognitive damage that is critical and that has affected and will affect future generations, besides being the cause of suicides, depression and diverse psychological and physical illnesses.
[bookmark: _Toc100877176][bookmark: _Toc100909143][bookmark: _Toc100909272][bookmark: _Toc100955480][bookmark: _Toc100959102]1,111 TESTIMONIALS
The 1,111 testimonies presented to the United Nations and the International Criminal Court on January 25, 2022, should be referred to before continuing. They are public. Their personal data are not and cannot be. In fact, minors on the island and husbands or wives, as well as all other family members on the island, are at risk if exposed. However, already in 2019, the UN High Commissioner assessed and interviewed as many declarants as he deemed appropriate before the two mandates issued the accusatory communication to Cuba on November 6. The same process we invite you to carry out in this case if you wish to re-verify the sources. However, it is imperative to create a protocol, as was done at that time, that protects the testifying victims beyond any doubt. Victims of crimes against humanity (slavery, persecution and other inhumane acts) who continue to be subjected to these crimes cannot be required to go public and see their families destroyed as a result, in addition to continuing to suffer the punishment without remedy. The public testimonies, more than 217, we believe are credible without any doubt of the iceberg of thousands of professionals who, under them, are crying out for help and need protection.
[bookmark: _Toc100877177][bookmark: _Toc100909144][bookmark: _Toc100909273][bookmark: _Toc100955481][bookmark: _Toc100959103]THE 8-YEAR LAW
Internationalist missions are governed by regulations and laws common to all Cuban civilian professionals serving abroad (e.g., musicians, doctors, engineers and teachers) and there are also articles in those laws that apply to a greater or lesser extent to a particular profession. Below, we present those that apply homogeneously to all of them.
The most notorious and well-known is Article 135 of Cuba's own Penal Code, whose wording describes prison sentences of 8 years for those who do not return to Cuba immediately upon completion of their work abroad, or those who want to leave professional work abroad.
Cuban Penal Code, art. 135:
1. Any official or employee in charge of carrying out a mission in a foreign country who abandons it, or, having completed it, or having been requested at any time to return, refuses, expressly or tacitly, to do so, shall be punished by deprivation of liberty for a term of three to eight years.
2. The same penalty shall be incurred by the official or employee who, on the occasion of the performance of a mission abroad and against the express order of the Government, moves to another country.
Despite the explicitness of this article, this legal provision is only the pillar on which the 8 Years Law is born, grows and develops. The following are other laws that reinforce and shape the actual implementation of this law:
[bookmark: _Toc100955482][bookmark: _Toc100959104]CUBAN LAWS THAT MAKE UP THE LEGAL FRAMEWORK: A SLAVERY MODEL
	Pre-mission /In Cuba
	On mission / Post-mission /Outside Cuba

	Professionals cannot have an ordinary passport ("Corriente").
Law No. 1312 "Migration Law, Article 23
	Threats: 8 years imprisonment
[bookmark: _Hlk100869138]Cuban Penal Code, art. 135:

1. Any official or employee in charge of carrying out a mission in a foreign country who abandons it, or, having completed it, or having been requested at any time to return, refuses, expressly or tacitly, to do so, shall be punished by deprivation of liberty for a term of three to eight years.
2. The same penalty shall be incurred by the official or employee who, on the occasion of the performance of a mission abroad and against the express order of the Government, moves to another country.


	Professionals, in order to migrate, cannot "free" themselves from the profession for 5 years.
Decree 306, art. 2.a) explicitly establishes a 5-year term to replace the professional.
	Punishment: the 8-year law
Those who leave missions abroad or do not return after completing a mission:
· The Ministry of the Interior officially declares them "deserters" for 8 years, therefore "undesirable".
· Law 1312, Migration Law, art. 24.1.e), prohibits the entry of "inadmissible" persons into the country, including "deserters".
· Result: Prohibition to re-enter Cuba for 8 years, loss of all their property, declaring them "emigrants", and loss of de facto parental authority over their children.

	Leaving the country without explicit permission is punishable by imprisonment:
Penal Code of Cuba: SECTION TWO: Illegal Exit from the National Territory. ARTICLE 216.1 and ARTICLE 217.1
	

	Professionals cannot go abroad without special/restrictive authorization.
Decree No. 306, Third Final Provision, decides "the cadres and workers who require authorization to travel abroad for particular matters, as well as their impact on the development of the sector, branch or activity and on the stability of human resources".
	Disciplinary Regulation Law common to all missions
Ministerial Resolution 368 of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment, "Disciplinary Regulations for Cooperators rendering services abroad", of October 26, 2020, which replaced Ministerial Resolution 168 of 2010, "Disciplinary Regulations for Cuban Civilian Workers rendering services abroad as Collaborators" in force until then.
The word "Cooperant" is defined in Decree-Law No. 16 "On International Cooperation", Article 21:
A worker who participates in the execution of international cooperation actions offered by Cuba shall be considered a cooperant.
Therefore, for Resolution 368 they are civilian default workers, as in Resolution 168.



Among these laws, the disciplinary law common to all missions stands out: MINCEX Resolutions 168 and 368.
On October 26, 2020, Cuba enacted a new law, Ministerial Resolution 368 of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment, "Disciplinary Regulations for Cooperants who provide services abroad", which repealed and replaced the previous one, Resolution 168 of the Ministry of Foreign Trade and Foreign Investment, "Disciplinary Regulations for Cuban civilian workers who provide services abroad as collaborators". Except for little more than the title, both laws are practically identical in their wording, and govern the rules and sanctions to be applied to all Cuban workers abroad. However, not even the title has changed, since the word "Cooperant" is defined in Decree-Law No. 16 "On International Cooperation", Article 21: "Article 21. A worker who participates in the execution of international cooperation actions offered by Cuba is considered a cooperant". In other words, once again we are dealing with civilian workers.
Among the duties of civilian workers are the following:
To have an ethical political, labor and social behavior, in accordance with the principles that govern our society;
Inform their superiors of violations of disciplinary rules ... of their colleagues [including the previous and subsequent);
Return to Cuba at the end of their service abroad;
Inform their immediate superior of their partner relationships with nationals or foreigners, whether or not resident in the country where they are providing cooperation and, if applicable, their intention to marry in the country where they are providing services. 
And among the infractions sanctioned are the following:
Performing acts contrary to morals and good customs;
Participating in public events of a political or social nature without proper authorization;
Issuing criteria or assessments to press organs, social networks, radio or television that compromise Cuban cooperation or on internal situations of the work center where he/she provides his/her services or of the country where he/she is located, without having received prior instructions and authorizations in this regard;
Spreading or propagating rumors or opinions....;
Sustaining friendly relations or other types of ties with persons who take positions that are hostile or contrary to the principles and values of Cuban society and the Cuban revolution, whether they are nationals, foreigners or Cubans residing or not in the country where he/she renders service;
Driving means of transportation without a driver's license or without being authorized to do so;
Failure to comply with the location system established in the country where it is located;
Providing other services outside the scope of their contract or assignment, whether or not they are remunerated;
Failure to treat superiors, co-workers or third parties with due respect;
Attending places that, given their characteristics, are prone to disturbances of public order or damage their prestige;
Extend your presence outside the locality or country where you work or reside, once the reasons that motivated it have ended; 
These two laws, the previous one and the one now in force, which do not accept reading without provoking fear and anger at the same time, affect and have affected more than 50,000 Cubans, every day, in the world for decades, since the laws prior to 2010, which we document in the full complaints filed in 2019, 2020 and 2022, were equally of the same pattern as the current ones. 1,111 testimonies ratify the effective application of the same. In addition, 81% of the testimonies have confirmed that the Cuban government warned them about this regulation and provides them with the regulation to ensure that they know what they are allowed or not allowed to do.
From the reading of Resolution 368, it is clear that it is, in itself, constitutive of slavery.
100% of the 894 protected testimonies indicate that they have suffered the 8-year ban of not being able to enter Cuba upon leaving the mission, 48% state that they "Had child/children under 18 in Cuba" while on the mission, including 31% of them who still had or have children in Cuba when they made the declaration and could not see them again, 17% of those prevented from entering, i.e. 7% of the total, have tried to enter Cuba and were not allowed to do so.
100% of the 217 public testimonies also indicate, precisely hence the major motivation for their public denunciation, that they have suffered the 8-year ban while their family is inside Cuba.
[bookmark: _Toc100877178][bookmark: _Toc100909145][bookmark: _Toc100909274][bookmark: _Toc100955483][bookmark: _Toc100959105]CONSULAR CERTIFICATES WITH INTERNATIONAL LEGAL VALIDITY
The prohibition of entry for at least 8 years to Cuba of "cooperants" (civilian workers, the word "cooperant" being defined by Decree-Law No. 16 "On International Cooperation", Article 21), once they have decided not to return immediately to Cuba after finishing the mission, is not only demonstrated by testimonies and praxis. Official documents with international legal validity issued by the Cuban Government and to which we have had access, and continue to have access in their original format and which we list and link below, demonstrate this prohibition.
We will detail several Consular Certificates signed and in force by the Cuban Government that demonstrate how this crime, which has forcibly separated tens of thousands of children from their parents for decades, is carried out.
Currently, between 5,000 and 10,000 parents are unable to see their children again for 8 years, and many are minors, but many more were minors when the separation began.
In fact, several judicial proceedings in a European country, to whose documents Prisoners Defenders had access, have given rise to an in-depth investigation of the casuistry related to the 8 Year Law. In the judicial proceedings in which Cuba intervened, the Cuban Consulates issued a series of Legal Certifications explaining the situation, praxis and legal basis for the 8 Year Law.
The documents linked below are censored of dates and names of victims to avoid identification and persecution. We have the documents available uncensored, even in original format.
These are some of the consular documents of the Government of Cuba, which have international legal validity, and which demonstrate this crime with scatological precision:
Consular Certificate 1 with attachments from Selecmar, detailing all the particularities of the declaration of DESERTOR (in this case a waitress of MSC Cruises, the world's largest European company in its sector): SEE 
Consular Certificate 2, detailing the method used: SEE
Consular Certificate 3, detailing particularities and methodology: SEE
Consular Certificate 4 ratifying the prohibition of entry to the country for 8 years, the loss of rights as a Cuban citizen, and the impossibility to appeal such decision: SEE
Let us extract some of the phrases indicated in these consular certificates:
"The Cuban citizen who is declared a deserter by the competent Cuban authorities, automatically loses his residence in Cuba and is denied entry to Cuba for a period of 8 years from the date of the declaration of Abandonment of the State Mission. This is an internal regulation of the Ministry of the Interior of Cuba ... and he cannot enter the country for a period of 8 years, nor for this sanction can he request his repatriation for the same period of time, this decision is irrevocable."
Let's look at another one:
For this reason, SELECMAR notified the Cuban Ministry of the Interior of its withdrawal from the entity, which declared it a deserter.
Another one:
The internal regulations of the Ministry of the Interior of Cuba contemplate that when a Cuban citizen abandons a State Mission and declares himself as a DESERTOR, this person has a sanction of limitation of entry to the country for a period of 8 years ... he has approached the Consulate on several occasions and has shown his interest in traveling to Cuba, however, due to the sanction imposed by the Ministry of the Interior of Cuba he cannot enter the country.
Another significant sentence in these certificates is the following:
his migratory status for Cuba is Emigrated, since the Ministry of the Interior of Cuba declared him as a Deserter.
The statement is very significant, because the declaration as an "emigrant" in Cuba means, in practical legal terms, the loss of all assets and property, including the family home, which entails the condemnation of the children left behind to have to move to another house. If they are lucky, their grandparents'.
Going into more detail, the consular certificates indicate:
Mr. XXXXXXX has failed to comply with item f), by not returning to his country, which is considered abandonment of mission for Cuban regulations. In this regard, the Cuban immigration authorities imposed on XXXXXXXXXXXXXX a sanction of restriction of entry to Cuba for a period of 8 years, as of the date on which the interested party was notified.
This subsection refers to the Migration Law, Law 1312, Article 24.1, which subsection e) is as follows:
e) Be banned from entering the country because he/she has been declared undesirable or expelled.
Finally, he emphasizes one of the certificates:
Resolution number 44 of the Ministry of the Interior of Cuba, dated October 13, 2012, sets forth the procedure for resolving applications for residency in the national territory submitted by Cuban emigrant citizens. However, citizen XXXXX is invalidated to apply for this process due to the punitive measure referred to above.
These Consular documents, as we have seen, are based on the provisions and certificates of declaration of "DESERTOR" issued by Cuban companies and enterprises abroad, as in the case of SELECMAR and Comercializadora de Servicios Médicos Cubanos, among hundreds of other Cuban companies and enterprises operating in multiple business sectors.
[bookmark: _Toc100877179][bookmark: _Toc100909146][bookmark: _Toc100909275][bookmark: _Toc100955484][bookmark: _Toc100959106]CERTIFICATES OF COMPANIES ATTACHED AND STAMPED ON CONSULAR CERTIFICATES
In these certificates from Cuban companies we can clearly read:
"Below we report the general data of 6 seafarers hired through SELECMAR who did not return to the country, and caused discharge from our entity so they are declared deserters, some left by air and others by sea via Havana which are indicated as reported."
(See Selecmar Certificate 1 and Selecmar Certificate 2 where multiple waiters working for MSC Cruises, the world's leading European luxury and leisure cruise company, are listed as deserters).
The same is read in other certificates of other declarants that have been sent to us, which include not only MSC Cruises, but also the Canadian company North South (See Certificate of Selecmar 3).
The Ministry of the Interior, upon receiving such certificates from the Cuban companies of any "deserter" throughout the world, declares such persons as "Abandonment of Mission": 
"I certify: That in the files of the Directorate of Identification, Immigration and Aliens, it is on record that the Cuban citizen XXX ... left the country on date ... bound for Italy on Official Business [waiter on MSC Cruises pleasure ships]. It is considered Abandonment of Mission since 5/4/2019."
(See certificate from the Ministry of the Interior for "Abandonment of Mission", Selecmar 1 certificate and Selecmar 2 certificate).
We see how the Ministry of the Interior declares its Abandonment of Mission on the same date as Selecmar.
Subsequently, the Ministry of the Interior itself, and with the same date of the "desertion", declares them "emigrated" (See Certificate of the Ministry of the Interior as emigrated 1, and Certificate of the Ministry of the Interior as emigrated 2, whose date of "emigration" is the same as that of the "desertion", and the same as the "Abandonment of Mission").
[bookmark: _Toc100877181][bookmark: _Toc100959107]EFFECTS OF THIS FORCED SEPARATION ON CHILDREN 
The effects of this separation are described and analyzed in detail in Annex II, which can be accessed at: https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Di0znrCO_B0zhUlasm0tWZUEV2cHtnrC.
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