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Chairperson, Members of the CRPD Committee, Excellencies, 
As a representative of the Disability Rights Division of Human Rights Watch, it is my honor to deliver this statement. 
Human Rights Watch is a global, non-governmental organization that exposes human rights abuses and advocates for human rights protections in more than 90 countries, including on the rights of persons with disabilities. 
I am here today to express our serious concerns regarding the draft Additional Protocol to the Council of Europe’s Oviedo Convention on Bioethics. 
The Additional Protocol poses grave dangers and risks for persons with disabilities and should be withdrawn. 
The draft Additional Protocol, that Council of Europe’s Committee on Bioethics has been developing since 2014, aims to provide a framework for involuntary hospitalization and treatment of people with so-called “mental disorder” in Europe.  
The Committee on Bioethics does not have human rights experts, but rather health experts, among its members.  
Involuntary detention on the grounds of disability and involuntary treatment of people with disabilities, as proposed by the draft Additional Protocol, inherently violate the rights of those subjected to them, including the rights to non-discrimination, liberty and security of person, and the right to health. 
Such treatment may also violate the prohibition on torture and inhuman and degrading treatment. 
It directly contradicts the rights enshrined in the CRPD. 
It risks undermining implementation of the CRPD, which is ratified by 46 out of 47 Council of Europe member states. 
People with disabilities and organizations representing them have repeatedly called for the withdrawal of the draft Additional Protocol. Likewise, this committee, the UN special rapporteurs on disability rights and on health, the Council of Europe’s own Parliamentary Assembly and Commissioner for Human Rights have all called for the withdrawal of the draft Additional Protocol. The human rights consensus is clear.
Nevertheless, the Council of Europe persists in this initiative, ignoring these voices. 
Council of Europe member states should stop this dangerous initiative and instead show leadership on promoting the rights of persons of disabilities enshrined in the CRPD. 
Instead the Council of Europe should offer guidance to states on how to end involuntary commitment and treatment consistent with states’ CRPD obligations and drawing on the expertise of the WHO Quality Rights initiative. 
We would like to thank you for your attention and support, and for this opportunity to address the Committee, Secretariat, UN agencies, and civil society. 
We wish the Committee a fruitful 24th session.
