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Corporal punishment is lawful in the home. The Civil Code (2002) allows correction of children by those exercising guardianship over them (article 423). Children have some protection from violence under the Law for the Protection for the Rights of Children and Adolescents (2000), the Criminal Code (1984), the Law on Assistance and Prevention of Domestic Violence (1996), the Civil Code and by state-level legislation against domestic violence and child abuse in most states.
Corporal punishment is lawful in schools. Under the Law for the Protection for the Rights of Children and Adolescents children have a right to an education that respects their dignity, but there is no explicit prohibition of corporal punishment. In the penal system, corporal punishment is unlawful as a sentence for crime but is not explicitly prohibited as a disciplinary measure in penal institutions. Juveniles in detention have legal protection from violence under the Federal Act on the Administrative Responsibilities of Public Servants and the Federal Public Defenders Act (1998). The Law for the Treatment of Juvenile Offenders for the Federal District in common matters and for all the Republic in federal matters (1992) states that children must receive fair, humane treatment and prohibits “abuse, being held incommunicado, psychological coercion or any other action that threatens their dignity or physical or mental well-being” (article 3), but according to legal opinion, this is inadequate as a prohibition against corporal punishment. Corporal punishment is lawful in other institutions and forms of care. 
In its concluding observations on the State party’s second report in 1999, the Committee on the Rights of the Child expressed concern at the lack of legislation at federal and state levels prohibiting corporal punishment in schools and recommended “that the use of corporal punishment at home, in schools and other institutions, be explicitly prohibited by law”, as well as “educational programmes … to combat traditional attitudes within society regarding this issue” (CRC/C/15/Add.112, para 25).

