Annex 4

[bookmark: _GoBack]Regulation of radio and television programmes, films and         obscene and indecent articles

1.	As at December 2020, the three domestic free television programme service licensees were required to broadcast a total of at least 70 hours of children’s programmes per week on their Chinese and English channels.  The two sound broadcasting licensees were required to broadcast a total of at least one hour of children programmes per week.
Regulation of radio and television programmes
2.	Television and sound broadcasting are regulated by the Communications Authority, which issued codes of practice to set out clear programme and advertising standards applicable to licensees.  Domestic free television programme service licensees should not broadcast programmes unsuitable for children during family viewing hours (from 4:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.), and at times when a large number of children might be expected to be watching television.  Also, licensees should classify programmes unsuitable for children as “Parental Guidance Recommended” or “Mature” to enable viewers to make an informed choice of viewing.  Sound broadcasting licensees must not schedule programmes targeting adult listeners at times when they normally broadcast programmes targeting children.
Film classification and censorship
3.	The Office for Film, Newspaper and Article Administration has taken up the function of the former Television and Entertainment Licensing Authority in relation to film classification since 1 April 2012.  The policy and legal framework for film classification and censorship mentioned in paragraph 176 of the previous report remains unchanged.



Control of obscene and indecent articles
4.	The policy and legal framework for the control of obscene and indecent articles mentioned in paragraph 177 of the previous report remains unchanged.  The Judiciary has implemented administrative arrangements since 2019 to increase the representativeness of the Obscene Articles Tribunal.
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