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Madam Chair,
Distinguished members of the Committee on the Rights of the Child,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General, it is an honour for me to open the ninety-fourth session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child.  
Madam Chair,
Distinguished members,
	Firstly, I wish to commend you all for your general comment No. 26 on children’s rights and the environment, with a special focus on climate change, which was (finally!) released last month. Indeed, data from the Sixth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change show the disproportionate, cumulative and long-term effects of climate change on children.[footnoteRef:1] As you have emphasized in the general comment, the climate emergency, the collapse of biodiversity and pervasive pollution are urgent and systemic threats to children’s rights globally. Children in every part of the world are suffering from the negative effects of environmental degradation and climate change, and they are calling for urgent and decisive measures to tackle global environmental harm. According to a child consulted for the general comment, “All the important things are pushed to [the] future, our future which is making me feel very anxious,” he said. In this regard, this general comment is a timely and necessary tool for ensuring that all children can exercise their right to live in a clean healthy and sustainable environment.  [1:  https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/figures/summary-for-policymakers/figure-spm-1/ ] 

I was particularly struck by the unprecedented level of child participation in the development process for this general comment: more than 16,000 contributions from children from 121 countries through two rounds of children’s consultations supported by a diverse and dedicated Children’s Advisory Team. My deepest appreciation goes to our committed partners including Terre des Hommes, the Children’s Environmental Rights Initiative, UNEP, UNICEF and Child Rights Connect, without whom this level of engagement would not have been possible.
Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
In your general comment, you highlighted that the motivation and momentum for this general comment comes from the efforts of children themselves to draw attention to environmental crises. But more crucially, you have called on decision-makers to recognize the status and contributions of child human rights defenders to human rights and environmental protection and to proactively and meaningfully involve them in all environmental decision-making processes. If I may borrow the words of a 17-year-old girl in Croatia consulted for the general comment: “[S]tubborn adults [should] stop making decisions for the future they won’t experience. Young people are the key means to solving climate change or at least repairing the damage that is already done as it is their lives at stake,” she said. 
I am looking forward to hearing more of these children’s views and stories at the Committee’s event on 18 September to launch the general comment. I was very pleased to learn that the Committee’s Child Advisors will be travelling to Geneva to speak on behalf of the children who contributed to the process and to launch the general comment for children and promote the general comment in our host city of Geneva through a tree-planting ceremony at a local elementary school. Because everyone in the world – and not just those who are in Geneva – should know about and use this general comment, I warmly welcome partners and colleagues to collaborate with the Committee to disseminate the general comment in all parts of the world. 

Madam Chair,
Another important milestone concerning children’s rights is the publication in July 2023 of the Guidance Note of the Secretary General on Child Rights Mainstreaming, which was issued by the EC/DC. The Guidance Note acknowledges the lack of a coherent approach in the UN system on integrating child rights in its work, both in policy and in practice. It sets out specific recommendations on how to strengthen a child rights-based approach in all UN actions – across all pillars, and in all entities and at all levels. The recommendations stem from a set of eight principles grounded in the Convention on the Rights of the Child.  The coordination of its implementation will be done by UNICEF and OHCHR, and both entities are currently developing a roadmap for the next steps. We are grateful for your active support in developing this important document. 	
Madam Chair,
Distinguished Members of the Committee,
I would like also to share with you that OHCHR continues to actively promote efforts to strengthen the treaty body system. We are confident that the conclusions adopted by the Chairs of the treaty bodies on the basis of the extensive OHCHR Working Paper in June 2023 at their 35th annual meeting have the potential to significantly improve your work and that of the treaty body system as a whole. 
The Chairs “welcome[d] the Working Paper as an important step and a comprehensive, detailed, and technical tool to guide the consultations towards the implementation of the Chairs’ conclusions, with a view to providing possible elements for the next biennial General Assembly resolution on the human rights treaty body system in December 2024.” In New York, the Chairs focused their discussions on the harmonization of working methods and agreed, among other things, to establish a coordination mechanism for genuine and sustainable alignment of the Committees’ working methods and substantive coordination on common intersectional issues. 
The Chairs also considered the options for the rolling out of the 8-year predictable review calendar in practice, including intermittent follow-up reviews, and stated that they are in line with the conclusions drawn at their 34th annual meeting in 2022. The Chairs confirmed that any of the options for the introduction of an 8-year predictable schedule of reviews and the further digitalization of their work can and will be implemented by all human rights treaty bodies, if the necessary human, technical and financial resources can be provided by Member States. While key decisions on these issues, including on resources, remain in the hands of Member States, the Secretary-General, the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights have expressed their firm commitment to continue to support the treaty body strengthening process, including as regards the budgetary implications of the reform of the UN human rights treaty bodies. 
The High Commissioner will convene an informal briefing with Member States on 1 November 2023 in Geneva, with the presence of the Chairs of Chairs  from the Committee against Torture, in order to solicit the views and preferences of Member States on the options and guiding questions in the OHCHR Working Paper. In a subsequent process the High Commissioner intends to reach out to Member States in spring 2024 in New York.
These steps will hopefully lead to  an emerging consensus among Member States, or at least a progressively overlapping majority of views by States, on the options contained in the OHCHR Working Paper. The discussions both in Geneva and in New York will facilitate the development of the next biennial General Assembly resolution on the human rights treaty body system in December 2024. 
Madam Chair,	
However, an imbalance persists between existing resources and the needs of treaty bodies’ work. Not only is the work increasing in quantitative terms, but also in its substantive scope. The staffing shortage significantly impacts on your work, but also has a detrimental effect on the work-life balance of each staff member in the Branch. We all know that colleagues regularly go beyond the call of duty, be it Programme Management staff, Human Rights Officers, Secretaries, or colleagues in management positions. As we are working on the same topics towards the same goal, although our respective roles and responsibilities are different, it is essential that we join hands in making the limitations of the system visible, particularly to Member States who created it to serve a purpose, that is effectively delivering in the interest of the people we serve.
 Madam Chair,
In concluding my statement, I will now recall recent developments regarding the rights of the child at the intergovernmental level.  
At the level of the Human Rights Council, the High Commissioner’s report on the rights of the child and inclusive social protection will be presented to the Human Rights Council at its upcoming 54th session. For the first time, the report will be accompanied by a child-friendly version. Both reports were informed by the views of children and the child-friendly version was drafted in consultation with children.  A report on child rights mainstreaming, building on the Secretary General on Child Rights Mainstreaming, will also be presented to the HRC at the same time.
Social protection, together with the right to development and sustainable development, is the topic for the month of September in the context of events marking the 75 years of the Universal Declaration of Human Right.  They are key to eradicating poverty, reducing socio-economic inequalities, and ensuring no child is left behind. These are human rights which impact hugely on children. In particular, the right to benefit from social security is specifically mentioned in article 26 of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and is an enabling right that makes it possible to realize other human rights such as the rights to food, to housing, to an adequate standard of living, to education and to health, especially by children.

Madam Chair,
Distinguished members, 
 	I would like to close by reiterating our and my personal best wishes to all of you for a successful and productive session and to say what a pleasure it is to be with you. 
Thank you for your attention.  
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