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I. [bookmark: _Toc220871710]Introduction

[bookmark: _Toc220871711]This report is the product of a collaborative effort among Organizations of Persons with Disabilities (OPDs) in Liberia, including national umbrella bodies and representative groups such as the National Union of Organizations of the Disabled, the Liberia Christian Association of the Blind, (CAB) and other disability-specific associations representing persons with physical, sensory, intellectual, and psychosocial disabilities.
The preparation of this submission draws directly on the lived experiences, perspectives, and priorities of persons with disabilities across Liberia. It is intended to serve as a complementary civil society contribution to the State Party report submitted pursuant to Article 35 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
Notwithstanding Liberia’s ratification of the CRPD and its commitments to uphold the rights of persons with disabilities, significant challenges persist. Persons with disabilities continue to face systemic exclusion, discrimination, and multiple barriers across social, economic, and political spheres. Progress toward inclusion has been limited and uneven, often fragmented and heavily reliant on short-term, donor-driven initiatives rather than guided by a coordinated, comprehensive, and rights-based national strategy.









II. Review of the Situation in Liberia by Articles of the CRPD
[bookmark: _Toc220871712]Purpose and general obligations (arts. 1-4) 

1.	Please provide information on: 
(a)	Measures taken to review and harmonize all legislation, policies and measures, including the removal of derogatory terminology, to adhere to the Convention and the human rights model of disability;
(b)	Steps taken or planned to repeal the discriminatory provisions that permit vacation of elective office based on disability (Constitution of Liberia, art. 64);
(c)	Measures taken to ensure that human and financial resources are available at all levels of government for meaningful and close consultation with and the active involvement of persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, regarding all legislation, policies and programs;
(d)	Steps taken or planned to ratify the Optional Protocol of the Convention and the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa, indicating a specific time frame when this will be done;
(e)	Steps taken to support the establishment and self-management of organizations of persons with disabilities, particularly organizations of persons affected by leprosy, persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc220871713]Observations
(A-B) The continued use of derogatory and stigmatizing disability-related terminology in Liberia’s laws, policies, and public services perpetuates discrimination and undermines the dignity and equal participation of persons with disabilities. Notably, Article 64 of the Constitution of Liberia cites disability as a ground for removing judges and certain public officials, reinforcing harmful stereotypes that equate disability with incapacity. Government maintains that the context as reflected in the constitution does not strictly refer to “Disabled” as being merely a blind person or lame, however, the law speaks to specific situations, wherein a person is unable to perform his/her job functions due to illness or lack of required fitness. Accordingly, the government acknowledges concerns raised by NUOD, CAB and other advocacy groups about the need to neutralize the use of the term and adopt disability-sensitive standards, but it is yet to take concrete actions on grounds that changes in the constitution are necessitated by referendum which can be complex and financially exhausting. 
(C) In connection with article 4(3) CRPD, the Government of Liberia continues to marginalize persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in public budgeting and development planning, with participation largely absent or largely symbolic, Overall, weak institutional funding and implementation mechanisms reflect a gap between policy commitments and practical inclusion.
(D) There is no evidence that the Government is taking concrete steps toward ratifying the Optional Protocol to the CRPD. This hesitation appears linked to concerns regarding the accountability mechanisms that accompany ratification, including individual communications and inquiry procedures. The government continues to emphasize that the ratification is “under consideration” suggesting a lack of political will rather than a technical or legal impediment. Failure to ratify the Optional Protocol limits the ability of persons with disabilities to seek international redress and weakens the State’s overall compliance framework.
(E) Both the Ministry of Health and the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection lack structured, rights-based programs to support organizations of persons with disabilities, with most interventions remaining sporadic and reliant on charitable or ad hoc efforts. The continued use of segregative approaches, such as institutional holding facilities for persons affected by leprosy, reflects a medical rather than inclusion-focused model and risks. The reliance on non-governmental actors further highlights insufficient state leadership and falls short of the Government’s obligations to ensure coordinated institutional and budgetary support.
[bookmark: _Toc220871714]Proposed Recommendations
1. The Committee recommends the State to eliminate legal and institutional conditions that perpetuate discrimination and undermine the dignity, equality, and full participation of persons with disabilities. Particular attention should be given to discriminatory provisions, including Article 64 of the Constitution of Liberia, which references disability in a manner inconsistent with human rights standards.
2. [bookmark: _Toc220871715]Rather then laying emphasize on the health effect, the committee recommends that the state device a more inclusive and sustainable approach that supports and addresses persons affected by leprosy.
Specific rights (arts. 5–30)
[bookmark: _Toc220871716]Equality and non-discrimination (art. 5) 

2.	Please provide information on: 
a) The legal and other measures taken to prohibit all forms of disability-based discrimination in accordance with the Convention in national legislation and to include the recognition of the denial of reasonable accommodation as a form of disability-based discrimination;
b) Measures taken to ensure provision of accessible and effective complaints mechanisms that exist for persons with disabilities who are victims of discrimination and the sanctions provided for in law against perpetrators of disability-based discrimination;
c) Measures taken to investigate cases of multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination experienced by persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls with disabilities, persons with disabilities living in poverty and persons with disabilities living in rural areas.

[bookmark: _Toc220871717]Observations
1. Discrimination against persons with disabilities in Liberia remains systemic across education, employment, health care, and justice, with persistent accessibility barriers, stigma, and weak institutional safeguards limiting equal participation. There is an absence of legal recognition of reasonable accommodation and the failure to treat its denial as discrimination undermine substantive equality. 
2. (B&C). There are no evidences of dedicated complaint mechanisms, specialized investigative procedures, or targeted sanctions to address discrimination experienced by persons with disabilities, particularly in cases involving intersecting or multiple forms of discrimination Existing grievance systems treat disability-related complaints as general administrative matters, without disability-sensitive safeguards or procedural accommodations. While authorities often justify this approach on the basis of “equal treatment,” such formal equality fails to meet the standards of substantive equality.
[bookmark: _Toc220871718]Proposed recommendations

3. The Committee recommends the State Party to undertake comprehensive legal, policy, and institutional reforms to eliminate systemic discrimination against persons with disabilities by adopting and enforcing anti-discrimination legislation and policies and ensuring reasonable accommodation for persons with disability.

4. The committee recommends that the state should enact and enforce comprehensive customized anti-discrimination legislation and policies that ensure adequate complaint mechanism and address grievances of persons with disability. 

[bookmark: _Toc220871719]Women with disabilities (art. 6)

3.	Please provide the Committee with information on: 
a) Steps taken to address the negative attitudes and multiple and intersectional discrimination that women with disabilities face, to achieve sustainable livelihoods and access to social services;
b) Measures taken to mainstream the rights of women and girls with disabilities at all stages of implementation of legislation and policies, and to guarantee their inclusion in discourse at the national and local levels;
c) The extent to which women and girls with disabilities are represented in public life, including their full participation in education, vocational training, career development programs and employment, and collaboration with organizations of women and girls without disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc220871720]Observations
7. Interventions to address discriminatory attitudes toward women and girls with disabilities in Liberia remain limited and largely symbolic, with persistent stigma, sexual and gender-based violence, exploitation, and social exclusion continuing to affect this group. Current responses lack the scale, coordination, and institutional commitment necessary to achieve meaningful and sustained change.
8. The current legal and policy framework in Liberia lacks explicit protections and targeted mechanisms to address the specific rights and vulnerabilities of women and girls with disabilities. Chapter 2, Section 2.3 of the “Local Government Act of 2018 allows for one representation for persons with disability on the County Council which could either be a woman or man. The law does not however set aside special seat for women representation.  This is not substantively inclusive, resulting in limited participation and under-representation of women and girls in decision-making. 
9. Findings indicate that women and girls with disabilities in Liberia are addressed through general, non-targeted policies that fail to meet their specific educational and economic needs. Higher learning institutions lack reasonable accommodation and accessibility measures, while employment barriers persist and affirmative hiring provisions remain poorly enforced. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871721]Recommendations
10.  The committee recommends to the state party to implement comprehensive, gender-responsive measures to eliminate discrimination and promote livelihood interventions affecting women and girls with disabilities by strengthening legal protections, prevention and response systems.
11. The committee recommends that the state party strengthens its legal and policy framework to ensure meaningful and effective participation of women and girls with disabilities in governance and decision-making through targeted protections, disability-specific representation, and inclusive consultation mechanisms.
12. The committee recommends to the state party to implement targeted measures to fully implement the inclusive education policy and to undertake other interventions that promote inclusive education and equitable economic participation for women and girls with disabilities by ensuring reasonable accommodation, accessibility, assistive support services, and enforcement of affirmative employment policies. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871722]Article 7: Children with Disabilities

4.	Please provide information on measures taken:
a) To address all forms of discrimination, including prejudices against and stigmatization of children with disabilities, including autistic children, children who have or have had leprosy, children with intellectual disabilities and children with psychosocial disabilities, and strategies to modify or eliminate stereotypes and negative cultural approaches;
b) To ensure children’s views are adequately taken into consideration, including in the Liberia National Children’s Representative Forum;
c) To ensure the deinstitutionalization of children with disabilities and to provide access to alternative care in a family setting in the community.

[bookmark: _Toc220871723]Observations
5. Liberia has undertaken positive steps to advance the rights of children with disabilities, including the development of a National Action Plan to combat discrimination and expand access to education, employment, health care, and justice, the adoption of the Inclusive Education Policy (2018), and protections under the Children’s Law (2011), alongside coordination by the National Commission on Disabilities.  However, persistent stigma, cultural barriers, and limited specialized support continue to expose children with autism, intellectual, psycho-social disabilities, or a history of leprosy to discrimination and exclusion, indicating ongoing gaps in effective implementation and inclusion.
6. Liberia’s Children’s Law affirms the right of all children, including those with disabilities, to express their views and participate in decision-making through children’s clubs, forums, and national platforms such as the Children’s Conference, coordinated by the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection. However, current evidence suggests that the participation of children with disabilities remains limited or inconsistent, indicating gaps between policy commitments and effective inclusion.
7. Liberia’s Children’s Law promotes family unity by indicating that children, including those with disabilities, should remain with their families whenever possible and that institutional placement be used only as a measure of last resort, However, existing records show that the state has not played it role by providing support services to families, creating undue pressure and limiting opportunities for both the disabled and the family members. Whereas the law provides for family-based, foster, or kinship care arrangements, it does not relieve the state of its responsibility to ensure support system is put in place. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871724]Recommendations
8. The committee recommends to the state party to strengthen implementation of existing child protection and inclusive education policies by expanding specialized support services, combating stigma through sustained awareness initiatives, and ensuring accessible, disability-responsive programs for children with diverse impairments.
9. The committee recommends that the state party should apply efforts to strengthen and institutionalize inclusive participation mechanisms to ensure that children with disabilities are consistently and meaningfully represented in children’s forums and national decision-making platforms, through accessible formats, targeted outreach, and disability-specific support, 
10. The committee recommends that the state party should strengthen implementation and monitoring of family- and community-based care policies by expanding support services for families, foster and kinship care systems and where these are not functional, the state must seek to implement institutional placement. Situation must be addressed using a dual approach given what works best.
[bookmark: _Toc220871725]Awareness-raising (art. 8)
5.	Please provide information on:
a) Awareness-raising strategies, in consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities, including campaigns and training programms targeted at government officials, the private sector and the general public, including at the community level, carried out to combat stigma, stereotypes, harmful practices and deep-rooted cultural beliefs against persons with disabilities;
b) The role played by the media in portraying a positive image of persons with disabilities regarding their contributions to public life.

[bookmark: _Toc220871726]Observations

13. The government has partnered with disability organizations to promote awareness and inclusion through national action plans, community programs, and public events led by the National Commission on Disabilities, However, these government-led awareness efforts remain inconsistent and limited, with reduced sustained engagement, such as the discontinuation of national radio airtime, highlighting gaps in long-term institutional commitment to combating stigma.
14. Media initiatives in Liberia, including journalist training programs and platforms such as CAD-L, promote respectful and accurate reporting on disability issues and amplify the voices of persons with disabilities across radio, print, and online outlets. These efforts support positive representation and public awareness.
[bookmark: _Toc220871727]Recommendations
11. The committee recommends to the state party to take deliberate efforts to ensure that collaborative disability awareness programs are institutionalized and sustained through dedicated public budget allocations, guaranteeing consistent and long-term implementation rather than reliance on ad-hoc or donor-supported initiatives.

12. The committee recommends that the state party should strengthen and sustain partnerships with media institutions by supporting journalist training, inclusive reporting standards, and dedicated airtime to amplify the voices of persons with disabilities, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), particularly Articles 8 (Awareness-Raising).

[bookmark: _Toc220871728]Accessibility (art. 9)
6.	Please provide information on:
a) Measures taken and the budget allocated to ensure the effective implementation of article 5 of the Blue Print for the Construction of Public Facilities, the monitoring mechanisms available and the applicable remedies and sanctions in place;
b) Steps taken to develop and implement minimum standards and guidelines for accessibility, in close consultation with and with the active involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities, including those of women and girls with disabilities;
c) Strategies put in place to guarantee access to information and communications technology for persons with disabilities on an equal basis with others, through the provision of information in Braille, Easy Read, sign language and other alternative and augmentative modes and means of communication. 
d) Measures taken to ensure the accessibility, irrespective of impairment, of public and private infrastructure, goods and services open to the public in both urban and rural areas, including transport, media and banking services. 

[bookmark: _Toc220871729]Observations
13. (A&B). Evidence indicates that the state has adopted policies and developed a national action plan aimed at improving the accessibility of public buildings and services and strengthening compliance monitoring. However, the absence of binding legal frameworks, dedicated budget allocations, and effective enforcement mechanisms has rendered implementation largely discretionary and inconsistent. As a result, many public buildings and transportation systems continue to lack essential accessibility features, including ramps, accessible toilets, signage, and other reasonable accommodations. Non-implementation of the White Cane policy and related measures intended to safeguard the mobility and access rights of persons who are blind or visually impaired further undermines equal access to public facilities and services.  Organizations of persons with disabilities remain largely excluded from the social, political and economic mainstream and continue to advocate for stronger participation, accountability, and enforcement to ensure effective and sustainable implementation.
15. (C). Liberia’s ICT Policy recognizes the importance of ensuring that digital services are accessible to persons with disabilities, including access to websites, information platforms, and assistive technologies. However, the absence of binding legislation, implementation programs, and technical standards has limited practical progress, and the lack of interest on the part of the state to invest in ensuring accessible formats such as Braille, Easy Read, and other alternative communication tools undermine the state own efforts. Government has taken some little step, including initiating the renovations of the School for the Blind with the expectation of equipping it with appropriate learning resources, however, broader systemic measures to guarantee accessible information and communication technologies remain insufficient.
16. [bookmark: _Toc220871730]Legal frameworks and policies in Liberia call for improved accessibility across public infrastructure, transportation, and essential services; however, practical implementation remains limited. Many public buildings, transport systems, and service points continue to be inaccessible to persons with physical and sensory disabilities. Civil society organizations and disability advocates consistently report persistent barriers to accessing public offices, transportation, and services, underscoring the need for stronger enforcement and compliance mechanisms. 

Recommendations

17. (A&B). The committee recommends to the state party  to adopt measures, enforce and implement accessibility legislation, allocate dedicated budgetary resources, and establish clear monitoring and compliance mechanisms to ensure that public buildings, transportation systems, and services meet universal accessibility standards. The state party should comply with the implementation of the White Cane law by meaningfully involving organizations of persons with disabilities in the design, implementation, and oversight of these standards, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD)

18. The committee recommends that the state party adopt binding legislation, technical standards, and adequately funded implementation programs to ensure that all digital services, information platforms, and educational technologies are fully accessible to persons with disabilities, including the provision of Braille, Easy Read, and other alternative formats.
19. The committee recommends that the state party should strengthen enforcement of accessibility requirements by adopting binding standards, allocating adequate resources, and establishing monitoring and compliance mechanisms to ensure that public infrastructure, transportation, and essential services are fully accessible to persons with disabilities,

[bookmark: _Toc220871731]Right to life (art. 10)
7.	Please provide updated information on measures, including awareness-raising campaigns, taken since the submission of the State party report to prevent harmful cultural practices, such as infanticide and ritual killings of persons with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc220871732]Observation
14. Although the Government of Liberia, through the presidency, has proposed a draft legislation “An Act to Ban Harmful Cultural Practices in Liberia “the “Women and Girls Protection Act of 2025”,to permanently outlaw harmful practices, including female genital mutilation and child marriage, no targeted measures specifically address the risks faced by persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls. Most prevention and awareness efforts remain driven by civil society rather than coordinated state action. This limited, non-disability-specific approach falls short of the obligations 
[bookmark: _Toc220871733]Recommendation
20. It is recommended that the state party strengthens and operationalize its efforts to eliminate harmful practices by ensuring that future legislation and related policies explicitly incorporate disability-specific safeguards and targeted protections for persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls, and by leading coordinated, nationwide awareness-raising, prevention, and response initiatives in partnership with representative organizations of persons with disabilities. Such measures should move beyond reliance on civil society–led interventions and reflect clear State responsibility,
[bookmark: _Toc220871734]Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies (art. 11)
8.	Please provide information on:
a) The efforts made to align the Risk Management Policy and the Incident Management System with the Convention and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030;
b) Measures taken to actively involve persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the planning and implementation of plans for disaster and emergency response, rehabilitation and recovery;
c) Measures taken to establish a targeted, sustainable humanitarian emergency framework to ensure the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, particularly women, children and older persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others.

[bookmark: _Toc220871735]Observations
15. Liberia has adopted disaster risk reduction and emergency preparedness policies aligned with international frameworks, including the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, which emphasizes the inclusion of persons with disabilities. However, existing policies do not adequately address the specific needs and vulnerabilities of persons with disabilities, nor do they fully reflect a disability-inclusive approach consistent with the Convention.
16. While some national disaster management consultations in Liberia include civil society actors, persons with disabilities and their representative organizations are not consistently involved in planning or decision-making processes. The absence of a structured approach to ensure their meaningful participation is inconsistent with the Convention.
17. Liberia operates emergency preparedness and response systems through the National Disaster Management Agency of Liberia for early warning, relief, and recovery; however, there is no comprehensive, long-term framework to safeguard the rights of persons with disabilities during emergencies. Despite international guidance on disability-inclusive disaster planning, these standards are not consistently applied.

[bookmark: _Toc220871736]Recommendations
18. The committee encourages the state party to develop and implement disability-inclusive disaster management policies that specifically guarantee the meaningful participation, protection, and accessibility needs of persons with disabilities throughout preparedness, response, and recovery processes. Where lacking, the state should amend laws to reflect disability rights.
19. Efforts should be made to establish formal and structured mechanisms to ensure the consistent and meaningful participation of persons with disabilities and their representative organizations in all disaster risk reduction, preparedness, and response planning processes.
20. The Government of Liberia should develop and implement a comprehensive, disability-inclusive emergency management framework that integrates accessibility, protection measures, and coordinated response standards across all preparedness, relief, and recovery efforts.
[bookmark: _Toc220871737]Equal recognition before the law (art. 12)
9.   Please provide information on:
a) Steps taken to replace substituted decision-making regimes with supported decision-making regimes that comply with the Convention, taking into account the Committee’s general comment No. 1 (2014);
b) Efforts being made to revise and/or review legal and other policy measures that deny legal capacity to persons with disabilities, in particular persons with psychosocial disabilities and persons with intellectual disabilities, to enter into contracts, open bank accounts and exercise rights related to family life.

[bookmark: _Toc220871738]Observations
21. There is no clear evidence that Liberia has formally taken steps since 2023 to replace substituted decision-making with supported decision-making in compliance with CRPD Article 12 (Equal Recognition before the Law) and the Committee’s General Comment No. 1 (2014) on legal capacity. While Liberia has ratified the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) and participates in related international forums, including disability rights discussions at the United Nations, there are no specific legal reforms, policies, or implementation mechanisms reported that abolish substitute decision-making or establish supported decision-making frameworks aligned with CRPD standards. For example, The Liberian Civil Procedure Law which gives probate court’s jurisdiction over “mentally disabled persons” and the property of adjudicated incompetents still remain in force. The New Elections Law section 5.1 Who also determines who be eligible to vote and excludes persons judicially declared incompetent or unsound.
22. Despite constitutional guarantees of equality and obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), particularly Article 12, outdated laws in Liberia such as the Civil Procedure law, the Decedents Estates law and the Domestic Relations Law continue to limit the legal capacity of persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, restricting their ability to manage financial, contractual, and family matters. These substitute decision-making practices remain inconsistent with CRPD standards, prompting ongoing advocacy for reforms to ensure equal legal capacity and supported decision-making.
[bookmark: _Toc220871739]Recommendations
21. The Government of Liberia should take immediate steps to reform its legal and policy framework including the Civil Procedure Law, the Domestic Relations Law and other associated policies and establish supported decision-making mechanisms that recognize the full legal capacity of persons with disabilities, in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), particularly Article 12, and the Committee’s General Comment No. 1 (2014), including clear legislation, safeguards, and implementation measures.
22. The Government of Liberia should review and amend all laws and practices that restrict the legal capacity of persons with psychosocial and intellectual disabilities, abolish substitute decision-making regimes, and establish supported decision-making mechanisms that respect autonomy and informed consent
[bookmark: _Toc220871740]Access to justice (art. 13)
10.	Please describe the measures taken:
a) To provide procedural and age-appropriate accommodation for persons with disabilities to facilitate their effective role as direct and indirect participants, in all legal proceedings; 
b) To equip police stations, courts and prisons with accessible modes and means of communication and make their physical structures and services accessible to persons with disabilities; 
c) To ensure the systematic and continuous training of personnel in the judicial system and law enforcement agencies, including police and prison officers, to promote and ensure effective access to justice for persons with disabilities;
d) To ensure adequate resources for the Public Defenders programme to provide legal services to persons with disabilities throughout legal processes.
[bookmark: _Toc220871741]Observations

23. Liberia lacks a formal legal framework requiring courts to provide procedural or age-appropriate accommodations for persons with disabilities, resulting in inconsistent and informal support measures that depend largely on families or civil society rather than standardized state systems. This gap limits effective participation in judicial processes.
24. Most police stations, courts, and correctional facilities in Liberia remain physically and communicationally inaccessible to persons with disabilities, with limited availability of sign language interpretation, Braille, or easy-to-read materials. Existing improvements are sporadic and largely donor-driven rather than the result of systematic government action. 
25. Although some judges, magistrates, police officers, and prison personnel in Liberia have received basic human rights and disability-related training-largely supported by international partners-such efforts remain irregular, non-systematic, and lack standardized, disability-focused access-to-justice components. Consequently, these training have not consistently translated into improved treatment or practical accommodations for persons with disabilities. 
26. While the Government of Liberia provides public defenders to the general population, there is no dedicated legal framework or structured system to ensure that persons with disabilities receive specialized or accessible legal representation throughout the justice process. The absence of tailored safeguards, resources, and procedural accommodations limits effective participation and equitable access to legal assistance. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871742]Recommendations
23. The committee recommends that the state party establish a formal legal and institutional framework mandating procedural and age-appropriate accommodations across the justice system, including standardized guidelines.
24. The committee recommends that the state party implement nationwide accessibility standards across police stations, courts, and correctional facilities by upgrading physical infrastructure and providing accessible communication supports.
25. The committee recommends that the state party should implement nationwide accessibility standards across police stations, courts, and correctional facilities by upgrading physical infrastructure and providing accessible communication supports.
26. [bookmark: _Toc220871743]It is recommended by the committee that the state party establish a dedicated legal and institutional framework to ensure persons with disabilities receive specialized, accessible, and adequately supported legal representation throughout all stages of the justice process, including trained public defenders, procedural accommodations, and tailored resources.
Liberty and security of the person (art. 14)
11.	Please provide information on:
a) Measures taken to ensure the liberty and security of persons with disabilities and to abolish, under all circumstances, their involuntary placement in the justice system or in mental health facilities on the grounds of their impairments;
b) Steps taken to prohibit non-consensual treatments, such as forced medication and confinement, in particular for persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc220871744]Observations
27. Liberia does not have specific legislation prohibiting the involuntary or disability-based detention of persons with disabilities in prisons or mental health facilities. Section 6.3 of the Criminal Procedure Law of Liberia provides that if a defendant is found unfit/ “unfitness” to proceed, the court shall commit the defendant to a mental institution for as long as such unfitness endures. In other cases, such as a blind person, or other form of disabilities, they, are generally held in the same detention settings as the general population, without appropriate safeguards or accommodations. Individuals with psychosocial or intellectual disabilities may still be detained on the basis of broad legal or medical determinations rather than individualized, rights-based assessments.
27. Liberia lacks specific legislation prohibiting forced medication, involuntary treatment, or confinement of persons with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities. In practice, non-consensual interventions may still occur, particularly in mental health facilities, due to unclear consent procedures, limited oversight, and shortages of trained mental health personnel.
[bookmark: _Toc220871745]Recommendations
28. The committee recommends that the state party should enact and enforce legislation that expressly prohibits disability-based or involuntary detention and ensures that persons with disabilities are provided appropriate safeguards, individualized assessments, and reasonable accommodations in all detention and mental health settings, in accordance with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), particularly Articles 12, 14, and 15.
29. The committee recommends that the state party should enact and enforce legislation that explicitly prohibits forced medication, involuntary treatment, and confinement of persons with intellectual or psycho-social disabilities, establish clear informed-consent procedures and independent oversight mechanisms, and strengthen community-based mental health services.
[bookmark: _Toc220871746]Freedom from torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment (art. 15)

12.	Please inform the Committee about:
a) Measures taken to end all forms of torture or cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, including shackling, in health facilities, psychiatric hospitals and other health facilities and residential institutions, faced by persons with psycho-social disabilities when they are admitted to such facilities, as well as in domestic settings;
b) Steps taken to address the degrading and cruel treatment persons with disabilities face in prayer and healing camps, which occurs under the pretext of healing.

[bookmark: _Toc220871747]Observations
28. Liberia has a National Mental Health Policy1 to bring care closer to communities, reduce stigma, and provide training about mental health rights. The Mental Health Law (2017) protects people with mental disabilities, and the Ministry of Health, with partners like The Carter Center, trains health workers to prevent abuse. The National Commission on Disabilities works to fight stigma and cruelty. Despite these efforts, people with disabilities are still often stigmatized, tortured, or treated inhumanely when seeking medical care or help.	
29. Despite community awareness and stigma-reduction efforts, Liberia lacks legal safeguards and enforcement mechanisms to prevent cruel or degrading treatment of persons with disabilities in prayer or healing camps, where harmful practices such as chaining and restraint persist. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871748]Recommendations
30. The Government of Liberia should strengthen implementation and enforcement of its mental health and disability policies[footnoteRef:1] by expanding community-based, rights-based services, improving oversight and accountability in health facilities, and intensifying training and public education to prevent stigma, abuse, and inhumane treatment of persons with disabilities [1:  National Mental Health Policy (2023–2033) in Liberia
https://www.afro.who.int/sites/default/files/2024-02/WHO%20Liberia%202023%20annual%20report_e-copy.pdf
] 


31. The Government of Liberia should enact and enforce legislation prohibiting cruel, inhuman, or degrading treatment of persons with disabilities in prayer or healing camps, establish monitoring and accountability mechanisms, and ensure investigation and sanctions for abuses, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), particularly Articles 15, 16, and 17.
[bookmark: _Toc220871749]Freedom from exploitation, violence and abuse (art. 16)
13.  Please provide information on: 
a) Measures taken to provide persons with disabilities with the appropriate channels to report instances of exploitation, violence, abuse and neglect in any setting;
b) Whether protection and support services, such as accessible temporary shelters, psychological support and legal aid, for persons with disabilities who are survivors of exploitation, violence or abuse, including of forced begging, particularly women and girls with disabilities, are available across the State party;
c) Steps taken to collect data on cases of exploitation, violence and abuse, including sexual abuse, against persons with disabilities, disaggregated by gender, age and geographical location, in order to improve the services provided. 

[bookmark: _Toc220871750]Observations
34. Liberia operates a free national helpline (116 Service Line), managed by the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection, through which individuals can report abuse, violence, trafficking, or neglect and receive support from social workers. Additional reporting and referral mechanisms exist through community child protection networks, including local Child Welfare Officers and committees, and may address cases involving children with disabilities. However, there is no disability-specific or fully accessible reporting system tailored to the needs of persons with disabilities, and awareness of available services remains limited.
32. The country provides shelters, counselling, and legal assistance for survivors of gender-based violence through the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection and its partners. Initiatives such as the Women Empowerment Project seek to strengthen these services, including support for women and girls with disabilities. However, many shelters and response services remain physically and communicationally inaccessible, and specialized, disability-responsive support is limited.
33. The country’s 2022 national census collected general data on disability prevalence but did not capture information related to violence, abuse, or exploitation. Moreover, there is no comprehensive national data system to track cases of abuse, sexual violence, or trafficking against persons with disabilities, disaggregated by disability type, age, gender, or location. This lack of disaggregated data limits evidence-based policy-making and accountability.
[bookmark: _Toc220871751]Recommendations
35. The committee encourages the state party to strengthen and adapt its reporting and referral systems by ensuring that the national helpline and child protection mechanisms are fully accessible to persons with disabilities, through disability-specific channels, accessible communication formats, trained personnel, and targeted outreach, so that survivors can safely report abuse and receive support
36. The government is urged to ensure that all shelters and gender-based violence response services are fully accessible and equipped with specialized, disability-responsive support, including reasonable accommodations, trained personnel, and accessible communication formats
37. The committee recommends to the state party to the Government is encouraged to establish a comprehensive, disability-inclusive data collection and monitoring system to track cases of violence, abuse, and exploitation, disaggregated by disability, age, gender, and location, to inform targeted prevention and response measures.
[bookmark: _Toc220871752]Protecting the integrity of the person (art. 17)
14.	Please provide updated information on measures taken to protect women with disabilities, in particular women with intellectual disabilities and women with psychosocial disabilities, from being subjected to forced sterilization, female genital mutilation or abortion without their free and informed consent.

[bookmark: _Toc220871753]Observations
34. Liberia has taken measures to address harmful practices, including female genital mutilation, through community bans, public awareness initiatives, and collaboration with traditional leaders and development partners. National health guidelines emphasize informed consent and non-discriminatory access to reproductive health services, and the President has submitted draft legislation to prohibit harmful traditional practices. Recent trend shows that young women have are still being involuntarily made to participate in harmful cultural practice relating to genital mutilation. However, there is no indication of an existing data that clearly dis-aggregates how many of these women are disabled.
[bookmark: _Toc220871754]Recommendations
35. The state party should adopt a specific legal framework protecting women and girls with disabilities from harmful cultural practices, forced sterilization or other medical procedures.
[bookmark: _Toc220871755]Liberty of movement and nationality (art. 18)
15.	Please provide information on measures taken to ensure that all children with disabilities are registered at birth. Please also indicate the steps taken to ensure that all persons with disabilities acquire national identity documents at the required age, including those in rural areas, and that persons with disabilities, including migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers with disabilities, are not deprived of the right to utilize immigration proceedings to enter the State party based on their disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc220871756]Observation
38. Liberia mandates birth registration for all children, including children with disabilities, and has adopted policies to expand registration services to rural and underserved areas. Birth registration and national identification systems are operational and progressively expanding, with children subsequently issued national identification cards. Persons with disabilities are legally included within these systems, and steps are being taken to improve accessibility. However, persistent stigma and fear of discrimination continue to discourage some families from registering children with disabilities, resulting in under-registration and exclusion.

[bookmark: _Toc220871757]Recommendation
39. The Government of Liberia should strengthen inclusive birth registration and national identification systems by expanding outreach to rural and marginalized communities, addressing stigma through awareness campaigns, and ensuring accessible, disability-responsive registration services,
[bookmark: _Toc220871758]Living independently and being included in the community (art. 19)
16. Please inform the Committee about the steps taken to implement and monitor the right of persons with disabilities, including women with disabilities and those living in rural areas, to live independently and be included in the community, including the provision of personal assistance and community-based services.

[bookmark: _Toc220871759]Observation
39 Liberia has introduced policies and programs aimed at promoting independent living and community inclusion for persons with disabilities, including rehabilitation services, skills training, economic empowerment initiatives, and integration into local development plans. Programs such as CAD-L and other empowerment initiatives support access to employment, livelihoods, and essential services. However, the absence of a comprehensive system of personal assistance and community-based support services, particularly in rural areas, continues to limit the ability of many persons with disabilities to live independently and participate fully in community life.
[bookmark: _Toc220871760]Recommendation
40. Government of Liberia should establish and adequately fund a comprehensive, community-based support system, including personal assistance services, accessible housing, and livelihood programs, to enable persons with disabilities, particularly those in rural areas, to live independently and participate fully in community life.
[bookmark: _Toc220871761]Personal mobility (art. 20)
17.	Please provide information on the existing legal and policy measures that are available to support persons with disabilities in enhancing their personal mobility, including the provision of mobility aids, assistive devices and other assistive technologies and forms of live assistance and intermediaries, and information and communications technology, particularly in rural areas.
[bookmark: _Toc220871762]Observation

40 Liberia has developed policies and strategic plans to improve access to assistive devices and technologies, including wheelchairs, canes, and other mobility and communication aids. These initiatives include user and caregiver training, local production efforts, supplier tracking, and the development of a national roadmap and priority assistive products list. The Government, in collaboration with partners, has distributed some devices to persons in need. However, access remains limited, particularly in rural and underserved areas, due to the absence of a fully funded and coordinated national system, with most support continuing to depend on non-governmental organizations.
[bookmark: _Toc220871763]Recommendation
41. The committee recommends that the state party should establish and adequately fund a coordinated national system to ensure the timely, affordable, and equitable provision of assistive devices and technologies, particularly in rural and underserved areas, through strengthened supply chains, local production, training, and maintenance services.
[bookmark: _Toc220871764]Freedom of expression and opinion, and access to information (art. 21)
18.	Please update the Committee on: 
a) Steps taken or plans to officially recognize Liberian sign language in the law and increase the number of qualified sign language interpreters, in close consultation with the deaf community; 
b) Any plans to ensure the provision of audio description, captioning and sign language interpretation in television program, by both private and public media;
c) Measures to improve access to information in all accessible formats, including Braille, large print, Easy Read and other augmentative and alternative means and modes of communication.

[bookmark: _Toc220871765]Observations
41 The Disability Commission reported that efforts are underway to formally recognize Liberian Sign Language and to strengthen implementation measures, including the training of teachers and qualified interpreters.
42 Liberia does not currently have any legal requirement for public or private television broadcasters to provide accessible communication features such as sign language interpretation, captioning, or audio description. As a result, media accessibility remains limited, and there are no enforceable standards to ensure that programming is inclusive of persons who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, or visually impaired.
43 Measures to provide public information in accessible formats, such as Braille, large print, Easy Read, and other alternative and augmentative communication methods, remain insufficient in Liberia. There is no coordinated national system to ensure that government websites, official documents, or educational materials are consistently available in accessible formats for persons with disabilities, particularly those in rural and underserved areas. Although disability policies acknowledge the importance of accessible communication, implementation remains limited due to inadequate resources, training, and production capacity.
[bookmark: _Toc220871766]Recommendations
42 The committee recommends that the state party should expedite the formal legal recognition of Liberian Sign Language and allocate adequate resources to expand the training, certification, and deployment of qualified teachers and interpreters, in close consultation with the deaf community.
43 The committee recommends that the state party undertakes steps to strengthen regulatory measures guaranteeing that television and radio content are accessible in formats that all persons with disabilities can understand.
44 The committee recommends that the state party establishes and fund a coordinated national system to ensure that all public information, government websites, official documents, and educational materials are available in accessible formats, including Braille, large print, Easy Read, and other alternative and augmentative communication methods, through clear standards, staff training, and adequate resource allocation.
[bookmark: _Toc220871767]Respect for privacy (art. 22)
19. Please provide information on the measures taken to enforce the constitutional provisions mentioned in the State party report to respect the right to privacy of persons with disabilities, including by raising awareness among family members and caregivers, sanctioning any violations and providing remedies.

[bookmark: _Toc220871768]Observation
44. Liberia’s Constitution and legal framework provide general protections for privacy and personal dignity, including for persons with disabilities, and certain policy guidelines emphasize respect for private life. While health workers and caregivers receive some training on confidentiality and rights-based care, there is no specific legislation or dedicated oversight mechanism addressing disability-related privacy protections. Enforcement remains weak, with limited accountability measures and few accessible remedies for violations.
[bookmark: _Toc220871769]Recommendation
45. The committee recommends that the state party should adopt and enforce disability-specific privacy protections by establishing clear legal standards, oversight mechanisms, and accessible complaint and remedy systems to safeguard the confidentiality and personal information of persons with disabilities
[bookmark: _Toc220871770]Respect for home and the family (art. 23)
20.	Please provide information on:
a) Efforts to address cultural and religious beliefs that negatively affect the rights of persons with disabilities to exercise their rights with regard to the home and family, parenthood (including adoptive and foster parents) and relationships.
b) Measures taken to ensure comprehensive, affordable and accessible sexual and reproductive health education and services to families of persons with disabilities, in particular women with disabilities.
c) Steps taken to provide parents and families with information services and other social and financial support to take care of their children with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc220871771]Observations
44. Liberia has taken steps to address cultural and religious beliefs that negatively affect the rights of persons with disabilities in family and community life through legal protections, policy reforms, and awareness-raising initiatives. The National Commission on Disabilities, together with civil society groups such as the National Union of Organization of Disabled and the Christian Association of the Blind, conducts advocacy, community outreach, and engagement with traditional and religious leaders to challenge stigma and promote acceptance of persons with disabilities as equal members of families, including in matters of marriage, parenthood, and relationships. However, harmful stereotypes, discrimination, and exclusion, especially in rural areas, persist, and implementation of sustained, nationwide behaviour-change and support programs remains limited.
45 Liberia has taken steps to improve access to sexual and reproductive health education and services for persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls, through inclusive health policies, community outreach, and collaboration between the Ministry of Health - Liberia, the National Commission on Disabilities, and partners such as the United Nations Population Fund. Efforts include awareness campaigns, limited health worker training, and attempts to improve facility accessibility. However, services remain inconsistent and often lack accessible information, trained staff, and affordability, especially in rural areas, falling short of Liberia’s obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Articles 6, 9, and 25.
46 Liberia provides some support to parents and families of children with disabilities through awareness, referrals, and advocacy led by the National Commission on Disabilities, as well as social protection measures such as cash transfers and assistance to vulnerable households implemented by the Ministry of Gender, Children and Social Protection - Liberia. Community-based services, often supported by civil society and partners, offer limited information and rehabilitation support. However, these efforts remain fragmented and underfunded, with no comprehensive nationwide programme specifically tailored to families. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871772]Recommendations
46. The committee recommends that state party scale up nationwide awareness and behaviour-change programs that engage communities, traditional and religious leaders, and organizations of persons with disabilities to combat stigma and protect the rights of persons with disabilities in family life, marriage, and parenthood, in line with CRPD Articles 8 and 23.
47. The committee recommends that state party strengthens disability-inclusive sexual and reproductive health services by ensuring accessible information, trained health workers, affordable care, and physically accessible facilities across all counties, consistent with CRPD 
48. The committee recommends that the state party establish a coordinated national support programme for families of children with disabilities, including cash assistance, counselling, early intervention, and community-based rehabilitation services, in accordance with CRPD Articles 23, 26, and 28.
[bookmark: _Toc220871773]Education (art. 24)
21.	Please provide information on: 
a) Measures taken to ensure quality inclusive education for persons with disabilities, by ensuring the provision of accessible materials, particularly educational material in Braille and Easy Read, a sufficient number of teachers qualified in sign language and/or Braille, adaptive learning environments and adequate individualized accommodation for students with disabilities at all levels;
b) The budget allocated, as a proportion of the total education budget, for the training of teaching staff, support staff and non-teaching staff on the core competencies and values required for working in an inclusive education system;
c) Steps taken to upgrade the education system from a segregated system into a high quality and inclusive education system, through the effective coordination within the education directorate, to ensure that all learners with disabilities have access to education on an equal basis with others, specifying the time frame and budget that is allocated;
d) Measures taken to promote access to public institutions of higher education for persons with disabilities, including the provision of individualized support; 
e) Plans to extend adult literacy programs to learners with disabilities. 

[bookmark: _Toc220871774]Observations
45. Liberia’s Inclusive Education Policy (2018) reflects a commitment to providing children with disabilities safe, supportive, and accessible learning environments through improved infrastructure, assistive devices, and specialized support. The West African Examinations Council (WAEC) has also introduced measures enabling learners with visual impairments to sit national examinations, demonstrating progress toward equitable access. However, implementation remains uneven, as many schools lack ramps, accessible learning materials, and adequately trained teachers, while poverty and distance continue to limit access in rural areas. Greater systemic investment, teacher training, and accessible resources are required to ensure nationwide inclusive education.
47. There is limited transparency regarding the proportion of the national education budget allocated to training teachers and education personnel in inclusive education practices. Available information suggests that dedicated funding for disability-inclusive education remains extremely low. Civil society reports indicate that only approximately US$50,000 has been allocated in recent years to support education for blind students across all counties, an amount that is clearly insufficient to meaningfully train teachers, procure assistive devices, or produce accessible learning materials such as Braille and audio resources nationwide. This funding gap undermines Liberia’s ability to progressively realize inclusive education and falls short of its obligations under the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, particularly Article 24 (Education) and Article 4(2), which require States to dedicate adequate resources to ensure the full and effective implementation of the rights of persons with disabilities.
48. Liberia’s Inclusive Education Policy (2018)1 commits schools to fully include learners with disabilities through adapted teaching methods, curricula, assessments, and school practices. However, implementation remains limited, as many public schools have not modified classrooms or provided accessible learning materials, creating difficulties for persons with disability. Although broader education reforms are underway, weak coordination, inadequate funding, and the absence of a clear timeline or dedicated budget continue to hinder the nationwide realization of inclusive education[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  Liberia Inclusive Education policy, 2018: https://www.changemakersforchildren.community/system/files/2021-05/Liberia-Inclusive-Education-Policy.pdf#:~:text=Inclusive%20education%20takes%20into%20account,girls%2C%20children%20from%20ethnic%20minorities%2C
] 


49. There is limited information on national measures to support access to public higher education for persons with disabilities. Most universities lack dedicated budgets for disability support services, such as sign language interpreters, and many campuses remain physically inaccessible. As a result, support is inconsistent and largely dependent on individual institutions or external partners rather than a coordinated national strategy, leaving many students with disabilities unable to fully access higher education.
50. There is no clear national program dedicated to providing adult literacy services specifically for persons with disabilities. While some civil society initiatives include learners with disabilities in adult education, sign language, and functional literacy classes, these efforts remain small-scale, informal, and project-based rather than systematic or well-funded. For example, organizations such as the Liberia Inclusion and Literacy Foundation offer literacy and sign language training, but their activities are not integrated into a coordinated, nationwide government adult literacy strategy.
[bookmark: _Toc220871775]Recommendations
49 The committee recommends the state party to ensure transparent and adequate funding for disability-inclusive education by establishing dedicated budget lines for teacher training, assistive devices, and accessible learning materials.
50 It is recommended that the state party should increase transparency and allocate adequate, dedicated budget lines for disability-inclusive education, including teacher training, assistive devices, and accessible learning materials, to ensure effective implementation of inclusive education in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Articles 24 and 4(2).
51 The committee recommends that the state party should enforce the implementation of the Inclusive Education Policy by allocating dedicated funding, improving coordination, upgrading school infrastructure and learning materials, and establishing a clear timeline to ensure inclusive education is accessible to all learners, including those in rural areas, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Article 24.
52 The committee recommends that the state party develop and fund a coordinated national strategy to ensure persons with disabilities can access public higher education, including dedicated budgets for support services, accessible infrastructure, and reasonable accommodations, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Article 24.
53 The committee recommends that the state party establish and adequately fund a national adult literacy programme that includes persons with disabilities, with accessible materials, trained facilitators, and reasonable accommodations, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Article 24.
[bookmark: _Toc220871776]Health (art. 25)
22.	Please inform the Committee about: 
a) Measures taken to ensure in law and in practice the right to free and informed consent of persons with disabilities, including women and girls with disabilities, deaf blind persons, persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities, in relation to medical treatment or interventions;
b) Steps taken to make comprehensive health care, including access to health insurance, affordable to persons with disabilities; 
c) Measures taken to ensure that sexual and reproductive education and services are available, accessible and affordable to women and girls with disabilities;
d) Steps taken to address the existing gaps in equality of access by persons with disabilities to health care, such as the provision of accessible information and infrastructure;
e) Any plans to provide systematic training to health personnel and traditional health attendants on the rights of persons with disabilities in accessing health care and services, including women and girls with disabilities, with the involvement of representative organizations of persons with disabilities.

[bookmark: _Toc220871777]Observations
51. Liberia’s laws and health policies recognize the right to free and informed consent for medical treatment. However, many persons with disabilities, particularly women and girls, deafblind persons, and those with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, struggle to understand health information due to the lack of accessible formats such as sign language, Braille, easy-to-read materials, and decision-making support. As a result, informed consent is not consistently upheld, and negative attitudes and discrimination further limit equitable access to health services.
52. Persons with disabilities can access public health services in Liberia, but many faces financial barriers. The costs of medicines, assistive devices, and transportation are often unaffordable, while health insurance coverage is limited and no nationwide programs specifically subsidize disability-related health expenses.
53. Sexual and reproductive health education and services are available in Liberia, but women and girls with disabilities often face significant barriers to access due to stigma, inaccessible information, physically inaccessible facilities, and health workers who lack training on disability inclusion. 
54. Persons with disabilities continue to face unequal access to health care, as many facilities lack basic physical accessibility such as ramps and adapted toilets, and health information is seldom provided in accessible formats for persons with hearing, visual, or intellectual disabilities.
55. There is no nationwide programme to train health workers and traditional health attendants on the rights of persons with disabilities. Existing training is mostly project-based, irregular, and led by civil society or development partners, with limited involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities. 

[bookmark: _Toc220871778]Recommendations
54. The committee recommends that the state party should ensure free and informed consent by providing health information in accessible formats, offering decision-making support, and training health workers to address stigma and discrimination.
55. The committee recommends that the state party introduce targeted subsidies and expand health insurance coverage to reduce the cost of medicines, assistive devices, and transportation for persons with disabilities, ensuring affordable and equitable access to health care. 
56. The committee recommends that the state party strengthen disability-inclusive sexual and reproductive health services by addressing stigma, improving physical and information accessibility, and training health workers.
57. The committee recommends that the state party upgrade health facilities and communication systems to ensure physical accessibility and provide health information in accessible formats. 
58. The committee recommends that the state party establish a nationwide, regular training programme on disability rights and inclusive care for health workers and traditional health attendants, with meaningful involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871779]Habilitation and rehabilitation (art. 26)
23.	Please provide information on the measures taken:
a) To ensure that habilitation and rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities are based on a human rights-based approach and that services are designed and implemented to enable persons with disabilities to attain and maintain maximum independence, and full inclusion and participation in all aspects of life; 
b) To expand access to comprehensive and community-based habilitation and rehabilitation programs for persons with disabilities, including in rural areas, and to ensure that the services offered to persons with disabilities are based on their free, prior and informed consent.

[bookmark: _Toc220871780]Observations
56. Liberia recognizes the importance of habilitation and rehabilitation services for persons with disabilities, and some support is provided through government facilities and NGOs. However, services remain limited, are not consistently rights-based, and often do not fully promote independence or community participation. In addition, persons with disabilities are rarely involved in planning or decision-making, contrary to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), particularly Article 26 (Habilitation and Rehabilitation) and Article 4(3) (Participation).
57. Community-based habilitation and rehabilitation services exist in some areas, mainly through NGO and development partner projects, but they are concentrated in urban centers, leaving rural communities with limited access. Free, prior, and informed consent is not consistently applied, and many persons with disabilities struggle to obtain services close to where they live.
[bookmark: _Toc220871781]Recommendations
59 Expand and strengthen rights-based habilitation and rehabilitation services nationwide, and ensure the meaningful participation of persons with disabilities in planning and decision-making, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Articles 26 and 4(3).
60 [bookmark: _Toc220871782]Expand community-based habilitation and rehabilitation services to rural areas and ensure free, prior, and informed consent, so persons with disabilities can access support close to their communities, in line with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Article 26.
Work and employment (art. 27)
24.	Please provide information on:
a) The mechanisms in place to monitor and implement section 5 of the National Commission on Disabilities Act to improve the employment rate among persons with disabilities, particularly women with disabilities, in the open labour market, including through the adoption of additional affirmative action programs and effective training;
b) Measures taken to prohibit discrimination through recruitment processes and to ensure accessibility, fair conditions of service, career advancement, a safe working environment and equal pay for work of equal value; 
c) Whether disability-based discrimination in employment, including the denial of reasonable accommodation, is prohibited under the law, the sanctions provided for in the law for employers who do not comply with the relevant legislation and the remedies available to victims of such discrimination;
d) Strategies or initiatives proposed to strengthen the implementation of existing legislation and guarantee equal opportunities for all persons with disabilities in the labour market;
e) Any targeted measures taken by the State party to protect and support persons with disabilities in the informal economy, to promote and accelerate their transition to the formal economy and to prevent work in the formal economy from becoming informal.
 
[bookmark: _Toc220871783]Observations
59 Liberia’s National Commission on Disabilities Act (Section 5) promotes measures to improve employment opportunities for persons with disabilities, including women. While some training and small affirmative action initiatives exist, they remain limited, unevenly implemented, and rarely integrated into mainstream employment, making it difficult for persons with disabilities to secure and retain jobs.
60 Section 2.7 of the Liberian Decent Work Act of 2015 prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities in hiring and employment. In furtherance of this commitment, the Civil Service Agency of Liberia has collaborated with organizations of persons with disabilities to develop a Work and Employment Policy aimed at promoting inclusive and equitable workplace practices. Despite these efforts, many persons with disabilities continue to face significant barriers, including inaccessible workplaces, lack of reasonable accommodations, unequal pay, limited opportunities for career advancement, and unsafe or non-inclusive working environments, which hinder their full and effective participation in the labour market.
61 Liberian law prohibits discrimination against persons with disabilities in employment, yet many still face inaccessible workplaces, lack of reasonable accommodations, unequal pay, and limited career opportunities. 
62 There are ongoing efforts to promote the employment rights of persons with disabilities, including public awareness campaigns, employer training, and collaboration with disability organizations. However, the absence of a coordinated national strategy limits consistent progress and equal access to the labour market. 
63 Many persons with disabilities rely on informal or temporary work that lacks stability, benefits, and legal protections. Although some training and support program exist, they are limited in reach and not widely accessible. There is no coordinated strategy to help transition persons with disabilities into secure formal employment or to prevent the informalization of jobs that undermines job security and workers’ rights.
[bookmark: _Toc220871784]Recommendations
61 The committee recommends to the state party to expand and institutionalize employment programs by scaling up skills training, affirmative action, and job placement initiatives and integrating them into mainstream public and private sector employment
62 The committee recommends to the state party to enforce anti-discrimination and accessibility standards by requiring reasonable accommodations, accessible workplaces, equal pay, and safe working conditions, 
63 The committee recommends to the state party to strengthen monitoring and accountability mechanisms through labour inspections, complaints procedures, and sanctions to address discrimination and ensure compliance with disability employment protections under CRPD Article 27.
64 The committee recommends to the state party to adopt a coordinated national disability employment strategy that aligns awareness, employer training, and partnerships with organizations of persons with disabilities.
65 Promote transition to formal employment by expanding vocational training, entrepreneurship support, and incentives for inclusive hiring, while protecting against job informalization, to ensure secure and decent work as required by CRPD Article 27.
[bookmark: _Toc220871785]Adequate standard of living and social protection (art. 28)
25.	Please provide information on:
a) Measures taken to safeguard an adequate standard of living and social protection for persons with disabilities, in particular children with disabilities, women with disabilities, older persons with disabilities and persons with disabilities in rural areas[footnoteRef:3]; [3:  Liberia Decent Work Act of 2015
https://liberiahrjobs.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/DECENT-WORK-ACT-2015_MOL-1-1.pdf
] 


b) Any plans to establish disability support schemes or a disability fund to improve the standard of living of persons with disabilities, especially those who live at risk of poverty or below the poverty line, to enable them to meet the extra cost of disability-related expenses.

[bookmark: _Toc220871786]Observations
64 Liberia has taken steps to support persons with disabilities through national laws, policies, and programs, including a National Action Plan on Disabilities and a Social Protection Policy that recognizes persons with disabilities as a vulnerable group and provides assistance such as cash transfers to improve living standards. The National Commission on Disabilities coordinates services, promotes rights, and raises awareness,while other civil society groups collaborate with government to expand access to social protection and opportunities. 
65 Liberia has proposed expanding social safety programs, including a US$25 million Social Safety Net Fund, to assist vulnerable groups, including persons with disabilities, with basic needs such as housing, education, and daily expenses. It has also launched a National Road-map on Decent Work for Persons with Disabilities and established a Disability Desk within the Ministry of Labour to coordinate employment and inclusion efforts. However, there is no dedicated or permanent disability fund or regular cash benefit to address the additional costs of disability. International reviews note persistent gaps, particularly for persons in rural and low-income areas, and call for increased financial support and stronger involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871787]Recommendations
66. The committee recommends to the state party to strengthen and institutionalize social protection measures by expanding and adequately funding disability-inclusive programs, including cash transfers and coordinated services, to ensure an adequate standard of living for persons with disabilities, consistent with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Article 28.
67. [bookmark: _Toc220871788]The committee recommends to the state party to establish a dedicated and sustainable disability support fund and ensure the meaningful participation of organizations of persons with disabilities in planning, implementation, and monitoring of social safety and employment initiatives, in line with CRPD Articles 28 and 4(3).
Participation in political and public life (art. 29)
26.	Please provide information on:
a) Plans to amend the voters registration regulation of the National Elections Commission to ensure the right to vote for all persons with disabilities, on an equal basis with others, in particular persons with intellectual disabilities and persons with psychosocial disabilities;
b) Measures taken to ensure that electoral infrastructure, processes and information related to elections are fully accessible to all persons with disabilities; 
c) Steps taken to promote the full and equal participation of persons with disabilities, particularly women with disabilities, in political and public life, and ensure that they can exercise their right to stand for election, be elected and effectively hold office and perform public functions at all levels of government, on an equal basis with others.

[bookmark: _Toc220871789]Observations
66. Liberia’s National Elections Commission (NEC) has not yet adopted specific reforms to voter registration rules to fully guarantee voting rights for all persons with disabilities, including those with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities. However, as a State Party to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD), Liberia is obligated to ensure equal participation in political and public life. While some election guidelines promote accessible registration and polling and the NEC conducts civic and voter education to encourage inclusion, assistance during voting is often limited to support from relatives rather than systematic accessibility measures.
67. Liberia is taking steps to make elections more accessible for persons with disabilities. The National Elections Commission of Liberia, with support from partners such as United Nations Development Programme, conducts civic and voter education programs that promote inclusion. Although registration and polling centers are intended to be accessible, many remain physically hard to reach and election information is often unavailable in accessible formats such as easy-to-read materials or sign language. International human rights reviews recommend ensuring full accessibility across all aspects of the electoral process, consistent with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) Article 29.
68. Liberia’s Constitution guarantees all adults the right to vote, and the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) requires that persons with disabilities can vote and run for office on an equal basis with others. The National Elections Commission of Liberia has introduced measures such as disability desks and voter education programs to promote inclusion. However, persons with disabilities, especially women, remain underrepresented in political leadership, while stigma, discrimination, and other social barriers limit participation. International reviews recommend stronger measures, including targeted training, removal of legal and practical barriers, and meaningful involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in planning and monitoring political processes.
[bookmark: _Toc220871790]Recommendations
68 The committee recommends to the state party to reform electoral laws and procedures to guarantee equal voting rights and participation including creating special incentives disabled candidates and for all persons with disabilities, including those with intellectual or psychosocial disabilities, and ensure independent and accessible voting options beyond reliance on relatives. 
69 The committee recommends to the state party to ensure full accessibility of the electoral process by upgrading polling stations, providing sign language interpretation and easy-to-read materials, and making voter information and registration systems accessible nationwide, consistent with CRPD Articles 9 and 29.
70 The committee recommends to the state party to promote political participation and leadership of persons with disabilities, especially women, through targeted training, removal of legal and social barriers, and meaningful involvement of organizations of persons with disabilities in election planning and monitoring.
[bookmark: _Toc220871791]Participation in cultural life, recreation, leisure and sport (art. 30)
27.	 Please inform the Committee about: 
a) Steps taken to increase the availability of accessible spaces of culture, sport, recreation and leisure for persons with disabilities, both in rural and urban areas;
b) Any plans to ensure that children with disabilities participate actively in play, recreation, leisure and sporting activities, including sporting activities in school, on an equal basis with other children;
c) Measures taken to better distribute the financial allocations to meet a wider range of cultural, recreational and leisure needs of persons with disabilities and to ensure a more inclusive approach.

[bookmark: _Toc220871792]Observations
69 The National Action Plan on Inclusion of Persons with Disabilities (2023–2027) prioritizes inclusive sports, recreation, and leisure to expand opportunities and remove barriers nationwide. National events, including the three-day National Disability Celebration, feature adapted activities such as wheelchair basketball and blind goalball, demonstrating efforts to promote accessibility in both urban and rural areas. However, everyday cultural and recreational spaces remain insufficiently accessible and require further improvement.
70 Liberia’s disability inclusion plans emphasize that children with disabilities should participate equally in play, sports, recreation, and leisure at school and in the community. While events such as inclusive sports festivals during the National Disability Celebration promote participation, regular and nationwide programs to ensure consistent access for all children with disabilities are still lacking.
71 Liberia’s National Action Plan and initiatives led by the National Commission on Disabilities emphasize expanding inclusive cultural, sports, and leisure opportunities for persons with disabilities. However, funding for disability-inclusive activities remains limited, and greater planning and resources are needed to meet diverse needs nationwide.
[bookmark: _Toc220871793]Recommendations
71. The committee recommends to the state party to increase dedicated funding for disability-inclusive cultural, sports, and leisure programs to ensure sustainable and nationwide access.
72. The committee recommends to the state party to develop and implement a coordinated national plan with clear targets, timelines, and responsibilities to expand accessible facilities, equipment, and inclusive activities across all counties. 
73. The committee recommends to the state party to engage organizations of persons with disabilities in the planning, delivery, and monitoring of cultural and recreational initiatives to ensure programs reflect diverse needs. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871794]Specific obligations (arts. 31–33)
[bookmark: _Toc220871795]Statistics and data collection (art. 31)
28. Please provide information on efforts made to establish a system for collecting data on the situation of persons with disabilities, and to increase the systematic collection of and reporting on disaggregated data and coordination among all public bodies and State agencies, to give effect to the Convention. Please also provide an update on whether the short set of questions on disability of the Washington Group on Disability Statistics and the related methodology were used in the 2022 census.
[bookmark: _Toc220871796]Observations
72. Liberia has made progress by including disability questions in the 2022 census and applying the Washington Group Short Set to collect internationally comparable data on functional difficulties, providing a foundation for planning and monitoring inclusion. However, a regular and coordinated system for disaggregated data collection and reporting across government institutions is still needed to support effective implementation of this article of the Convention.
[bookmark: _Toc220871797]Recommendation
74 The committee recommends to the state party to establish a regular, coordinated system for collecting, analyzing, and reporting dis-aggregated disability data across all government institutions, building on the Washington Group Short Set, to inform evidence-based policies. 
[bookmark: _Toc220871798]International cooperation (art. 32)
29.	Please provide information on: 
a) Measures taken to ensure that persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, including those of women and girls with disabilities, are included in international cooperation engagements on disability-specific and other policies, with the aim of mainstreaming the human rights model of disability in development policies and programs;
b) Plans to meaningfully consult and involve persons with disabilities, through their representative organizations, in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development;
c) Steps taken to ratify the Protocol to the African Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa, which was adopted by the African Union in 2018.

[bookmark: _Toc220871799]Observations
73. In Liberia, persons with disabilities and their representative organizations, including groups for women and girls, participate in international cooperation efforts. Organizations such as the Christian Association of the Blind collaborate with government, international partners, and civil society to influence development policies and promote a human right–based approach to disability, helping ensure their inclusion in national and international planning and decision-making processes.
74. Liberia’s development plans, including the UN Cooperation Framework (2026–2030), align with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and promote the inclusion of marginalized groups, including persons with disabilities, in national programs. While this supports disability-inclusive planning, regular and meaningful consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities remains limited, contrary to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD).
75. Liberia’s development plans, including the UN Cooperation Framework (2026–2030), align with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and promote the inclusion of marginalized groups, including persons with disabilities, in national programs. While this supports disability-inclusive planning, regular and meaningful consultation with organizations of persons with disabilities remains limited.
[bookmark: _Toc220871800]Recommendations
75 The committee recommends to the state party to strengthen partnerships with organizations of persons with disabilities (OPDs) by formally involving them in the design, implementation, and monitoring of international cooperation and development programs.
76 The committee recommends to the state party to institutionalize regular and meaningful consultations with OPDs through structured mechanisms and dedicated resources to ensure their sustained participation in national planning and decision-making.
77 [bookmark: _Toc220871801]The committee recommends to the state party to mainstream disability inclusion across all development frameworks by setting clear targets, indicators, and accountability measures to ensure programs under international cooperation are fully inclusive.
[bookmark: _Toc220871802]Observations
76. The National Commission on Disabilities was established by law in 2005 to promote and protect the rights of persons with disabilities. It advises government on policy, coordinates disability inclusion across ministries, advocates for rights, and supports implementation of national disability plans. Although the Commission has staff and a budget, limited financial and technical resources constrain its effectiveness,
77. Liberia does not yet have an independent monitoring mechanism that complies with the Paris Principles for national human rights institutions. Existing bodies, including the National Commission on Disabilities, address disability issues but lack full independence. 
78. Liberia collaborates with disability groups, including NUOD and CAB to support advocacy, policy dialogue, and coordination on disability issues, helping amplify the voices of persons with disabilities in national decision-making. However, international reviews note that their involvement in monitoring implementation of you the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) remains limited, and stronger measures are needed to ensure their meaningful participation in monitoring, reporting, and decision-making processes.
[bookmark: _Toc220871803]Recommendations
78 The committee recommends to the state party to strengthen the National Commission on Disabilities and other relevant disabled groups including NUOD and CAB by increasing financial, technical, and human resources to enable it to effectively coordinate and implement disability inclusion measures.
79 The committee recommends to the state party to establish an independent monitoring mechanism that complies with the Paris Principles, with adequate autonomy, staffing, and funding to oversee CRPD implementation.
80 The committee recommends to the state party to ensure meaningful participation of organizations of persons with disabilities, including groups such as NUOD and CAB in monitoring, reporting, and decision-making processes, in accordance with CRPD Articles 4(3) and 33(3).
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