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Please check Against Delivery
Chairperson of the Committee on Civil and Political Rights, 

Distinguished Independent Experts, 

Ladies and Gentlemen!

1. I bring you warm greetings from the Government and the people of the Republic of Uganda.
2. I am delighted to lead a representative multi-sectoral delegation in person and virtually to the presentation of our second periodic report on civil and political rights report to the Committee. 
3. We value the work of this Committee and the presence of our delegation at this session demonstrates our continued Commitment to deliver on our obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR). I am confident that our dialogue will yield positive outcomes in furtherance of the promotion and protection of our people’s rights. Uganda's commitment to upholding these rights is un wavered.
Chairperson,

4. As a signatory to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), we submitted our National Periodic Progress Report on the observance of Human Rights and Obligations on the 19th day of November 2020. The report was submitted in compliance with Article 40 of the ICCPR and was considered at the 135th Session of the Human Rights Committee which adopted a list of issues in the report.
5. We submitted our responses in January 2023 and we are here to engage on any further issues that may arise.
Chairperson,

6. I would therefore like to take this opportunity to highlight some of the recent developments and updates to the information contained in the responses to the issues this distinguished committee raised in our second periodic report.

7. In addition to the 1995 Constitution as amended, which is the supreme law of the land, Uganda has enacted several laws to ensure the domestication and implementation of the provisions of the ICCPR. For example, the Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Act, 2020, operationalized Articles 32 (1) and 78 (1) of the Constitution to provide for five representatives of older persons in Parliament and the manner of their election; the Political Parties and Organizations (Amendment) Act, 2020 prescribes a code of conduct for political parties and organizations as required by Article 71(2) of the Constitution, and most recently the Anti-Homosexuality Act 2023.
Chairperson,

8. I would like to specifically share a little detail on the context and content of the recent Anti-Homosexuality Act 2023, which has attracted different reactions. It is very important that this committee hears first-hand information from the government on the circumstances that led to the enactment of this Act.

9. First and foremost is important to note that, Uganda today has one of the youngest populations in the world, with 44 percent of its citizens under 14 years of age.  And 78 percent of our population is below the age of 30.

10. Recently, a campaign targeting children, particularly in schools caught the attention of the entire country.   A deliberate and well-orchestrated widespread campaign to promote homosexuality among the youth particularly children in schools, was unearthed.   The promotion activities are difficult and too graphic to explain.  School-going children are weary of going to boarding schools, which is likely to impact the education of our children.

11. The Government, in accordance with all democratic structures responded by the enactment of this Act, which is a buildup on our colonial laws, however this time it is being expanded in scope to protect our children and youth all around the country. 

12. We have a paramount responsibility to protect children against any abuse as required by our laws and the Convention on the Rights of Children, which we are a state party to, and this we will continue to do.
13. Contrary to the narrative that the Act is discriminatory on grounds of sexual orientation, the Act does not discriminate nor criminalize any person for simply identifying as a homosexual. I am confident you will confirm this when you read the Act.
14. As a country of constitutional democracy and laws, it is, the constitutional responsibility of the State to safeguard this democracy and respect the law.   This Act is a testament to that.    
Chairperson,
15. Regarding measures to combat trafficking in persons, Government has made significant progress. A notable achievement is the passing of the National Action Plan for the Prevention of Trafficking in Persons (NAP) for the period 2019-2024. This plan outlines comprehensive mechanisms to address all forms of trafficking and serves as a guide for government institutions and civil society organizations. 
16. To enhance collaboration, the Coordination Office for Prevention of Trafficking in Persons (COPTIP) continues to facilitate inter-ministerial coordination through the Task Force, which includes government agencies and the Civil Societies Coalition against Trafficking in Persons (UCATIP). The International Organization for Migration (IOM) also serves as an observer in this Task Force, promoting international cooperation in combating trafficking.
17. Concerning the administration of justice, the government of Uganda has undertaken significant efforts to enhance access to justice and ensure the independence and fairness of the judiciary. The Administration of the Judiciary Act, 2020, has facilitated the increase in the number of judicial officers and improved their terms and conditions of service. This recruitment drive has resulted in the appointment of 72 High Court Judges, 394 Magistrates, and 54 Registrars, with ongoing efforts to recruit additional personnel.
18. Uganda's commitment to upholding the right to a fair trial is enshrined in our Constitution, which guarantees principles such as the presumption of innocence, the right to legal representation, and access to a court or tribunal. The judiciary is independent, ensuring that courts are not subject to the control or direction of any person or authority. To promote access to justice for indigent and poor persons, initiatives such as the Justice Centres Uganda (JCU) and the Pro-bono Scheme of the Law Council have been established to provide legal aid services. These programs support vulnerable individuals who may otherwise be unable to afford legal representation.

Chairperson,
19. Free and fair elections  continue to be held in the country under the legal framework that has been in place since the promulgation of our Constitution. The government's unwavering commitment to inclusivity and public participation is exemplified by the mass registration of citizens conducted by the National Identification and Registration Authority (NIRA). This crucial initiative ensures that every citizen has the opportunity to exercise their right to vote and actively participate in political and public affairs.
20. On the right to peaceful assembly, our government acknowledges the importance of this right, as outlined in Article 21 of the ICCPR, which is also provided for in our Constitution. Upholding the right to peaceful assembly is essential for fostering a vibrant civil society and enabling citizens to participate in democratic processes. This we remain committed to enforce and protect for all our people within the law.
21. Another important aspect to highlight is the importance we attach to freedom of expression for our people. Despite the glaring challenges that social media continues to pose- of fake news and incitement, Uganda Government strongly believes that the media is an important part of a democratic society and is essential to the protection of human rights, fundamental freedoms, and social-economic transformation. 

22. Uganda has made strides in expanding access to information and communication technologies, as well as ensuring media freedoms. It is essential to note that laws related to freedom of expression are not passed with the intention of targeting specific categories of people based on their political inclination. The implementation of journalist accreditation, conducted under the Press and Journalists Act, has undergone consultative processes with stakeholders in the media industry. 
Chairperson,
23. Turning our attention to the cherished freedom of association, Uganda has implemented robust regulatory mechanisms to ensure the effective functioning of non-governmental organizations (NGOs) in various sectors. The Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) Act, in conjunction with supporting regulations, sets forth the necessary requirements for NGO registration, including the submission of financial statements, annual returns, and audited books of accounts. The government's commitment to combat money laundering is exemplified by designating NGOs as accountable persons under the Anti-Money Laundering Act, imposing reporting obligations for monetary transactions exceeding specified thresholds. Such measures underscore Uganda's dedication to maintaining transparency, accountability, and integrity in the operations of NGOs.
24. While the government has taken decisive action in addressing non-compliance with the NGO Act and its regulations, due process has been afforded to ensure fairness and adherence to the rule of law. In the past five years, a total of 63 NGOs faced suspension for various reasons related to non-compliance, with 31 of them successfully resolving their issues and resuming operations. For the remaining NGOs yet to obtain clearance, a diligent process is underway, demonstrating the government's commitment to ensuring compliance with legal provisions and fostering a vibrant and responsible NGO sector.

In conclusion, Chair

25. Uganda recognizes that the promotion  and protection of human rights is a continuous journey that calls for continuous comprehensive reforms, engaging in dialogue with civil society, and collaborating with international human rights mechanisms. It is through these collective efforts that Uganda can consolidate the achievements made so far and continue to strive to become a beacon of human rights, ensuring the full realization of civil and political rights for all its citizens.
26. However like any other country, Uganda has challenges in ensuring the full enjoyment of some human rights. In this regard, the Government of Uganda will continue to sensitize and create national awareness of human rights. 
27. Never the less, we are proud of the progress we continue to make in the respect, promotion, and protection of the human rights of our people.  We do, not because of any pressure, but because we firmly believe that it is good for our people and informed by our turbulent history.   
 That is what our liberation struggle is all about.
I thank you.
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