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Keywords: Minority Rights, in particular for the legal stay of children of returned marriage migrants.
Summary: The Government of Vietnam should recognize the unique status of children returning with their mothers after failed marriage migration and create a tailored visa policy to support their stable integration into Vietnamese society.

Ensuring Legal Status for Children of Returned Marriage Migrants

1. International marriage migration involving Vietnamese women and foreign nationals have been occurring for many years. According to the International Marriage Status Survey Report performed by Consular Affairs Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam, the following are the current statistics[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  . Thu thanh, “Vietnam recorded 18,200 international marriages this year, with women accounting for 90%.,” INSIDE VINA, 31 October 2024, < https://www.insidevina.com/news/articleView.html?idxno=29132> (accessed 18 April 2025).] 

· In the first 10 months of 2023, over 18,200 Vietnamese residents married foreign partners, with women accounting for approximately 90% of these cases.
· From 2017 to 2022, the number of international marriages exceeds 84,600
· Among foreigners marrying Vietnamese nationals, Taiwan ranked highest with 17,300 marriages, followed by Korea with 13,900, the United States with 13,000, and China with 5,300.

2. It is reported that these women face numerous challenges in their married life abroad as these international marriages are arranged through marriage brokers or matchmakers with a very short marriage process[footnoteRef:2].  [2:  Phan Duong, “Vietnamese brides find out it’s not milk and honey in foreign lands,” VnExpress International, 21 April 2022, https://e.vnexpress.net/news/trend/vietnamese-brides-find-out-its-not-milk-and-honey-in-foreign-lands-4452586.html (accessed 18 April 2025)] 


3. In the case of South Korea, the second most common destinations for Vietnamese women, there were around 27,400 divorces between 2000 and 2024. This means that about 1 in 5 women (approximately 22%) are experiencing family breakdowns. It is assumed that a significant number of these women have returned to Vietnam with their children after dissolution of marriage. However, neither South Korean government nor Vietnamese government maintains official record of these women and children.

	Marriages and Divorces between Korean Men and Vietnamese Women, 2000~2024

	Total number of Marriages 
	Approx. 123,000

	Total number of Divorces 
	Approx.  27,400

	Marriage to Divorce ratio
	22%


Source: Korean Statistical Information Service (http://www.kosis.kr)

4. KOCUN operates two offices in Vietnam: one in Cantho, located in the southern part of the country since 2016, and another in Haiphong, in the north, since 2019. These centers advocate for the human rights of returned marriage migrant women and their children. KOCUN has identified around 1,450 Vietnamese returned marriage migrant women and around 570 children who were accompanied by their mother. KOCUN is currently analysing data from 190 of these 570 children, 102(54%) of whom hold Korean nationality.

5. These 102 children, living as a foreigner in Vietnam, are at risk of losing their legal status due to issues with visas and passports. Their mothers or guardians, who are responsible for extending visas, are unable to manage this process properly due to forgetting the due date or facing a financial burden from the frequent extension cycles. According to the Law on entry, exit, transit, and residence of foreigners in Vietnam[footnoteRef:3], there are four main types visas available for these children, with the following costs and extension period.  [3:  Law on entry, exit, transit and residence of foreigners in VN 2014, https://investdanang.gov.vn/documents/37916/163631/Law+on+entry%2C+exit%2C+transit+and+residence+of+foreigners+in+VN+2014.pdf/78c16692-4ade-46ef-eaeb-6b4fe5fa397f?t=1658302012082&download=true] 


	Visa Type
	Maximum Duration of Stay
	Extension Cost
	Extension period in practice

	VR
	6 months
	95 USD
	3 months, 6 months

	TT
	12 months
	135 USD
	3 months, 6 months, 
12 months,  2 years

	Temporary Residence Card
	3 years
	155 USD
	 2 years

	Certificate of Visa Exemption
	12 month
	135 USD
	12 months



For these children, the maximum period is typically 2 or 3years. However, according to KOCUN’s experience, securing even the maximum allowable visa period can be challenging, as the process of preparing the required documents is often complicated.

6. In terms of visa extension cost, the burden on returned marriage migrant is considerable. According to a new article citing a 2024 survey by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family, 43.5% of 161 surveyed returnees reported a monthly income of 2 to 5 million VND (approximately 77 to 193 USD), making it the most common income range[footnoteRef:4]. Additionally, 22.4% stated that they had no income at all. As a result, the visa extension fee is very close to their monthly salary, creating a real financial burden. [4:  Seoyoung Kim, "Marriage Migrants Returned to Vietnam... Child-rearing and Carefall on 'Vietnamese Family's Shoulders', KyungHyang, 7 May 2024, https://www.khan.co.kr/article/202405071442001, (Accessed on 21 April 2024)] 


7. The Korean case is just one example. Considering the total number and backgrounds of international marriages, it can be assumed there are many children, daughters and sons of returned marriage migrant living as foreigners and facing difficulties due to the loss of their legal status.

8. These children residing in Vietnam are not merely foreign visitors, but valuable family members who form an essential part of Vietnamese society’s core values. To ensure their stable residence and social integration, it is crucial to address the administrative accessibility challenges faced by their guardians. Active cooperation and support from the Vietnamese government are urgently needed to achieve this. Moreover, in its Concluding Observations (CERD/C/VNM/CO/15-17, para. 39), the CERD Committee recommended that the Vietnamese government seek technical assistance to develop measures aimed at improving the reception, registration, identification, and social integration of children of returned migrant women with foreign nationalities.

Recommendation

The Vietnamese government should;

1) Identify the scale of children of returned marriage migrant across Vietnam.
2) Establish a tailored residence visa policy that acknowledges their unique circumstances, guarantees their right to stable integration and a dignified life in Vietnamese society, ensures a minimum stay of five years, and minimizes both the costs and procedural burdens. Moreover, ensure that the new visa policy is implemented uniformly across all regions of Vietnam, regardless of local authorities or officials, so that there are no discrepancies in its enforcement.
3) Proactively disseminate clear and accessible information regarding visa regulations to ensure that these children can maintain a stable legal status in Vietnam.
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