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· [bookmark: _GoBack]This report was drafted by the NGO, Under the Same Sun (UTSS) based on information from its partners on the ground in Mozambique as well as its own internal research.

Questions for the Government of Mozambique
· What concrete progress has there been in the implementation of the Multi-sectoral Response Plan adopted on 24 November 2015 to prevent and protect persons with albinism, including women, from attacks – among other human rights goals?
· To what extent does the State provide a specific and effective budget for the implementation of the Response Plan ?

· What measures has the government put in place to support mothers whose children have been victims of attacks specifically?

· What measures have the government put in place to support women and the girl child with albinism who are vulnerable to violence including ritual rape?

· What measures have the government put in place to safeguard the socio-economi rights of mothers of children with albinism whose livelihoods have been affected by fear of attack of their children and who have had to curtail economic activity to protect them including walking them to and from school. 

· What measures have the government put in place to empower women with albinism and lift them out of poverty since poverty exacercabates vulnerability to attack?
· 

What is Albinism? 
· [bookmark: _Ref11583811]Albinism is a relatively rare, non-contagious, genetically inherited condition characterized by a lack of pigmentation in the hair, skin and eyes. It occurs regardless of ethnicity or gender. Both parents must carry the gene for it to be passed on, even if neither have albinism themselves. In Africa, estimates on the occurrence of albinism range from 1 in every 5,000 people to 1 in every 15,000. In some populations in the region, it may be as high as 1 in 1,000.[footnoteRef:1] There are no up-to-date reliable statistics on the number of persons with albinism. [1:  Preliminary Report of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights, “Persons with Albinism,” September 12, 2013 at para 14, 
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/RegularSessions/Session24/Documents/A_HRC_24_57_ENG.doc, and Esther S. Hong, Hajo Zabeed, Michael H. Repacholi, “Albinism in Africa as public health issue”, BMC Public Health, vol. 6, No. 212 (August 2006). www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2458/6/212  ] 


· People with albinism are born visually impaired and with no melanin or pigment for protection, their skin burns immediately in the sun. Many acquire dramatic visible skin damage at an early age and fatal skin cancer claims majority of them by the age of 40.

· According to previous studies on albinism and original fieldwork data, the subjectivity and life experiences of people with albinism are strongly shaped by their different physical appearance and attributes[footnoteRef:2]. In Africa, having “white” skin color in societies where an African is expected to be black subjects people with albinism (PWA) to intense racial discrimination on the basis of color as defined under Article 1(1) of the CERD. The physical appearance of PWA is subject to erroneous beliefs and myths resulting from superstitions which favor their marginalization and social exclusion[footnoteRef:3]. In 28 sub-Saharan African countries, PWA have been facing witchcraft-related harmful practices, including physical attacks, killing, maiming, rape, grave robbery, trafficking in persons and trafficking in body parts[footnoteRef:4]. [2:  Giorgio Brocco, Albinism, stigma, subjectivity and global-local discourses in Tanzania, 2016]  [3:  Summary on albinism in Senegal sent to UTSS by Ms. Maah Koudia Keita, founder of Care Albinos, a local albinism group in Senegal on February 2, 2019]  [4:  Report of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of human rights by persons with albinism, A/73/181, para.7, 2018] 


· The CERD committee has referred to women with albinism as a group of women in a vulnerable situation[footnoteRef:5] because for these women discrimination goes beyond sex. They are exposed to intersecting and multiple forms of discrimination and are sometimes victims of sexual violence sorely due to their condition of albinism and some have become victims of vicious attacks including killings, mutilation of body parts and grave robberies. [5:  See note 1 above ] 



Situation in Mozambique
· [bookmark: _Ref11584006]There is little information and data available on persons with albinism in Mozambique. In the absence of such data, civil society estimates that 20,000-30,000 persons with albinism live throughout the country[footnoteRef:6]. While attacks, extreme violence and discrimination have been reported for both men and women with albinism in Mozambique, the brunt of having albinism and bearing a child with albinism falls largely on women. Details are explained under CEDAW sections below. [6:  Report of the Independent Expert on the enjoyment of human rights by persons with albinism, Mission to Mozambique, A/HRC/34/59/Add.2, 2017.] 

· Noting the efforts made by the Mozambican government to promote the welfare of PWA in the country: These include adopting a comprehensive Response Plan in 2015 to deal with violence against people with albinism[footnoteRef:7], prosecuting cases on attacks against people with albinism, and the use of reference groups to promptly address the issue of kidnapping and trafficking of body parts of persons with albinism with a methodology that includes rapid information-sharing across their networks, alert systems and coordinated action[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/13/mozambique-education-barriers-children-albinism]  [8:  Note 6, para 27] 



· Regarding CEDAW Article 5 on the influence of culture and tradition in restricting women's enjoyment of rights, Article 6 on Trafficking  as well as Joint General Comment No. 31 of the Committee of CEDAW on Harmful Practices;
Misunderstanding of albinism which often takes the form of myths as the main reason for discrimination influences social behavior towards mothers of children born with albinism[footnoteRef:9]. Behaviors like spitting on the floor after seeing a person with albinism to avoid having children with albinism as well as abandonment of such mothers on giving birth to such children and the stereotype and stigma in their homes and communities due to the belief that their baby will bring curses puts immense amount of pressure on mothers to abandon their children with albinism at birth. For girlchildren with albinism, fear of attacks forces them to stay indoors limiting them from enjoying a normal childhood[footnoteRef:10]. Furthermore, there have been reports of attacks on women and girlchildren with albinism; [9:  Note 6, para 47]  [10:  From Cradle to Grave, Discrimination and Barriers to Education for Persons with Albinism 
in Tete Province, Mozambique, Human Rights Watch, June 13 2019, https://www.hrw.org/video-photos/video/2019/06/13/cradle-grave-discrimination-against-persons-albinism-mozambique.


] 


i. On April 10, 2015, a 4-year-old girl with albinism by the name of V.P survived abduction in Namaíta, village of Mucororo, Rapale district, Nampula province, Mozambique when unknown criminals broke into the home of her 42-year-old single mother, and abducted her. The police report number 100/015, from 09 to 10.04.015, indicates that the kidnapped child was rescued while abandoned in a forest in the district of Murrupula[footnoteRef:11].  [11:  Jornaldomingo: Murder in return for four million meticais; by Bento Venancio, Sunday, November 22, 2015; http://www.jornaldomingo.co.mz/index.php/reportagem/6623-assassinar-a-troco-de-quatro-milhoes-de-meticais  & Kanimambo Mission (albinism association), Lisbon, Portugal, https://www.facebook.com/Mkanimambo)] 

ii. In the days preceding the newspaper report on June 16, 2015, a 19-year-old girl with albinism whose name was not released managed to escape abduction and likely death in the city of Lichinga, Niassa province, Nampula, Mozambique. According to Sérgio Mourinho, spokesman for the Police of the Republic of Mozambique (PRM) in Nampula, the victim was taken against her will by three individuals of Congolese nationality who have been arrested. The police believe that it was a human trafficking incident[footnoteRef:12].  [12:  Verdade; Congolese citizens arrested for alleged trafficking in young Nampula; by Luis Rodrigues; June 16, 2015; http://www.verdade.co.mz/newsflash/53602-cidadaos-congoleses-detidos-por-suposto-trafico-de-jovem-em-nampula  & Kanimambo Mission (albinism association), Lisbon, Portugal; https://www.facebook.com/Mkanimambo] 

iii. During the second week of August, 2015, a young girl with albinism whose name was not released was rescued from abduction in Namitoria, Angoche Province, Mozambique. The parents promptly informed the police of the disappearance of their daughter. According to Provincial Command of the Police in the Republic of Mozambique (PRM) in Nampula, two men, both taxi drivers, were arrested and placed in prison on Friday, August 14, 2015. They were accused of kidnapping a child with albinism, who was allegedly sold to a Nigerian citizen for four million meticais. Apparently, the abduction was orchestrated by two other individuals, both brothers of the victim's mother. The child was found in good health and returned to family life on Monday, August 17, 2015[footnoteRef:13].  [13:  Verdade: Two individuals arrested for alleged abduction of a child in Nampula; August 18, 2015; by Adérito Caldeira; http://www.verdade.co.mz/newsflash/54517-dois-individuos-detidos-por-suposto-rapto-de-uma-crianca-em-nampula ; & Kanimambo Mission (albinism association), Lisbon, Portugal, https://www.facebook.com/Mkanimambo] 

iv. In the days just before August 11, 2015, a 3-year-old girl with albinism whose name was not released was murdered in the province of Nampula, Mozambique. Two individuals of Mozambican nationality were captured with the young corpse wrapped in a bag along with some garments[footnoteRef:14].  [14:  Verdade: Evildoers kill children three years of age Monapo: by Leonardo Gasoline, August 11, 2015; http://www.verdade.co.mz/newsflash/54414-malfeitores-matam-crianca-de-tres-anos-de-idade-em-monapo  & Kanimambo Mission (albinism association), Lisbon, Portugal] 

v. In September of 2015 a 25-year-old woman with albinism by the name of L.C was abducted from her home in the dead of night and later murdered in the administrative post of Muralelo, Malema district, Nampula province, Mozambique. The killers took advantage of the absence of Lydia's husband to abduct her and take her to a forest, near a cemetery, where she was killed. They removed parts of her body including intestines, breasts, teeth, and hair. She left behind her 2 children ages 6 and 7[footnoteRef:15].  [15:  Verdade; Albinos live in panic in Nampula, healers pay more than 2.5 million meticais for their organs; by Leonardo Gasoline; October 19, 2015; http://www.verdade.co.mz/tema-de-fundo/35-themadefundo/55380-albinos-vivem-em-panico-em-nampula-curandeiros-pagam-mais-de-25-milhoes-de-meticais-pelos-orgaos-deles ] 

vi. Just prior to the newspaper report on September 3, 2015, a father attempted to sell his 10-year-old child with albinism whose name was not released in the province of Gaza, Mozambique. The father reportedly simulated the disappearance of his child and kept her in hiding for the buyers. Days later after realizing that the customers were not going to show up, the accused went to the police station of Bilene Beach in Gaza, to alert them about a hypothetical disappearance of the child. Jeremias Langa, spokesman for the Police of the Republic of Mozambique (PRM) in Gaza, told Radio Mozambique that an investigation led to the location, and it turned out to have been the child’s father who took them there[footnoteRef:16].  [16:  Verdade; Father tries to sell albino child in Gaza; by Adérito Caldeira  on September 3, 2015; http://www.verdade.co.mz/newsflash/54763-pai-tenta-vender-filho-albino-em-gaza  &Kanimambo Mission (albinism association), Lisbon, Portugal, https://www.facebook.com/Mkanimambo)] 

vii. In December of 2015 a little girl with albinism named B.L was murdered in Tete Province, Mazambique. The kidnapper’s physically overpowered and assaulted the victim's father and fled with the child. This was done so quietly that the neighbors and family were unaware of it and therefore unable to help prevent the crime and provide relief to the parents[footnoteRef:17].  [17:  macua.blogs.com; CHILD ALBINA abducted AFTER THE AGGRESSION HIS FATHER; December 12, 2015; http://macua.blogs.com/moambique_para_todos/2015/12/crian%C3%A7a-albina-raptada-ap%C3%B3s-agress%C3%A3o-ao-seu-pai.html ] 

viii. On January 4, 2016, another little girl with albinism with a name unknown went missing in the Angonia district[footnoteRef:18]. [18:  starafrica.com; “Three albino children abducted in Mozambique”; January 12, 2016; http://en.starafrica.com/news/three-albino-children-abducted-in-mozambique.html) ] 

ix. On March 26, 2016, the grave of a woman with albinism by the name of L.C.P was desecrated and robbed in Malema, Nampula, Mozambique. In September of 2015 the woman was abducted from her home and murdered. Now her remains are no longer in the tomb where they were laid to rest by her family. The corpse was stolen by unknown individuals who are still at large. The relatives discovered this when they went to clean the grave and have a ceremony in her memory. Lidia’s family has reported this incident to the police[footnoteRef:19].  [19:  FOLHA DE MAPUTO – NATIONAL; Malema: Unknown exhume grave and steal corpse; April 6, 2016; http://www.folhademaputo.co.mz/pt/noticias/nacional/malemadesconhecidos-exumam-campa-e-roubam-cadaver/  & Kanimambo Mission (albinism association), Lisbon, Portugal, https://www.facebook.com/Mkanimambo)] 

x. On the week end of July 21 – 23, 2017, a 13-year-old girl with albinism with a name unknown was brutally killed with "blunt instruments" in the Manhewe area of northern Mozambique. According to a police spokesperson, the "unidentified criminals killed the child, threatened to kill the child's father, attacked his wife and abducted the three-year-old brother of the young girl". This incident is one of two children with albinism who were killed in separate attacks in Mozambique on the weekend, according to police[footnoteRef:20].  [20:  BBC Africa, Maputo - Two children with albinism killed in Mozambique; July 25, 2017; by Jose Tembe; http://www.bbc.com/news/topics/2128c144-88d1-416e-86d1-3a72c1d27997/mozambique ] 

xi. During the weekend of March 1 – 3, 2019, unidentified individuals who are still at large kidnapped and murdered a 12-year-old girl with albinism whose name remains unknown in Chimbonila district, Niassa province, northern Mozambique. The assailants broke into the victim’s home as she and her relatives were sleeping and threatened the family with a weapon before making off with the child. As soon as the incident was reported, the police, with the help of members of the community, began a series of urgent searches which resulted in the finding of the girl’s dismembered torso[footnoteRef:21]. [21:  Club of Mozambique - Albino killers strike again in Mozambique, March 4, 2019, https://clubofmozambique.com/news/albino-killers-strike-again-in-mozambique/ ] 


· Regarding CEDAW Article 10 on equal right to education;
Bullying and Ostracism in school along with visual impairment and skin vulnerability to rapid sunburn obstruct girls with albinism from accessing education on an equal footing with others[footnoteRef:22]. While many often fail their classes, others end up dropping out of school altogether. Reasonable accommodation including for vision impairment is mandatory for them to move from one stage to another as compared to students without albinism. In 2011, Mozambique decided to create three inclusive education centers, whose mission is to ensure access to education for diverse children, including those with special educational needs. However, as of 2016, Persons with albinism and the organizations working towards the realization of their rights seemed for the most part to be unaware of the existence of the centers[footnoteRef:23]. many of the country’s education officials, including teachers and principals, do not recognize that many children with albinism have a disability: low vision[footnoteRef:24]. [22:  ibid]  [23:  Note 6,, para 62]  [24:  From Cradle to Grave, Discrimination and Barriers to Education for Persons with Albinism] 


· Regarding CEDAW Article 11 on the right to employment;
Mozambicans with albinism report general difficulty in finding employment and the particular strain this has caused in the current economic context. From various parts of the country, they reported that although they were often called for employment interviews based on their applications, after a face-to-face meeting with the employer they were often not recommended for the posts[footnoteRef:25]. One lady with albinism, a part-time teacher in the city of Tete accounts that she overhears her students wishing for a teacher without albinism, and outside of class, she is often called “money” and “business” and insulted in public: “Look at this business; if we take her, we can make some money.” Some students and parents initially refused to shake her hand or sit next to her, for fear of “catching” albinism[footnoteRef:26]. [25:  Note 6, para 49]  [26:  From Cradle to Grave, Discrimination and Barriers to Education for Persons with Albinism 
in Tete Province, Mozambique, HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH] 


· Regarding CEDAW Article 12 on access to health;
Owing to the lack of melanin in persons with albinism including women, they are particularly vulnerable to skin cancer. In Mozambique, there are few facilities for adequate medical interventions, and although no specific figures are available, statistics from other parts of Africa indicate that persons with albinism die early from skin cancer, specifically between the ages of 30 and 40. This means that cancer is likely to be the leading cause of death for this group[footnoteRef:27]. Moreover, Lack of melanin in the eyes of persons with albinism results in high sensitivity to bright light and significant vision impairment[footnoteRef:28]. Three regional central hospitals in Maputo, Beira and Nampula, provide free dermatological and ophthalmological services although, the cost of access is often not subsidized[footnoteRef:29].   [27:  Note 6,  para 54]  [28:  Ibid, para 58]  [29:  https://actiononalbinism.org/page/i4dszdwe0fq4ii34m2lyaxlxr] 


Recommendations to the Government of Mozambique
· [bookmark: _Ref11585104]Policy: Mozambique should in consultation and cooperation with relevant stakeholders, implement its national response plan including by ascribing a particular budget for it. All measures contained in the response plan should meet the standard in the regional action plan developed at the African Union.[footnoteRef:30] The next national census should gather more accurate data on PWA. [30:  See link at note 31] 


· Access to Justice:  Government should support civil society working on issues regarding person swith albinism and shoud assist them in awareness about their rights including national mechanisms available for their protection.

· Education: Teachers and educators should be educated on albinism and proper handling of students with albinism in their care. Students with albinism should not be forced to use Braille.


· Public Awareness: The Government should embark on an intense long-term (and not adhoc) nationwide public awareness raising campaign so as to debunk false myths about albinism, and educate Mozambicans about its nature, challenges and possible solutions. This will curb existing ignorance which is the root cause of discrimination of people with albinism.

· Protection: Local authorities should increase security for PWA residing within their areas. Communities should be sensitized on raising alarm and immediately reporting attacks to the police. The police should also ensure the security and anonymity of whistleblowers.

· Legal assistance: Investigation of attacks against people with albinism should be thorough and and court cases in that regard should be expedited. Victims of such attacks should be provided with pro-bono legal representation.

· Redress:  Victims of mutilation of body parts and dependents of murdered victims should be provided with redress including full medical care for injuries sustained,, psychiatric counseling, monetary compensation, and where necessary, reallocation to safer areas of residence – in consultation with the victim and their family members. 

· Inclusion in decision making: PWA, especially women and mothers of children with albinism should be empowered and given opportunities to participate in public decision making – whether through affirmative action such as political appointment or through the provision of an enabling environment for competition. They should also be well consulted and included in planning, implementation and monitoring of government schemes and programs applicable to them.

· Healthcare: The Government should subsidize costs for accesing skin care and low vision health services for PWA, as well as increasing dermatologists and optometrists specialized in albinism. Skin cancer treatment should be strengthened. Nurses and midwives should be trained on albinism and provision of counseling to parents where babies with albinism are born. This will reduce chances of rejection and abandonment of mothers of children with albinism.

· Employment: The Government should ensure proper accountability of employers in adhering to the principle of equality and equity where PWA are involved in seeking for employment and holding actual employment posts.

· Cooperate with Special Procedures: The Government should continue cooperating with The United Nations Independent Expert on the Enjoyment of Rights of people with albinism by consulting and updating her on issues pertaining to human rights of persons with albinism, in particular, their implementation of the national response plan.
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