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This report covers the period from the end of the 91st Session to the beginning of the 92nd session. Despite a very intense Session in an attempt to clear the backlog of reviews created by COVID, members nevertheless undertook many intersessional activities. 

	I. 	Activities of the Working Groups of the Committee. 
 
Working Group on Working Methods Coordinator Luis Pedernera reports: 

This group focused on the significant backlog in OPAC/OPSC reporting and discussed a proposal to use the simplified review procedure to address this. The group began a review of the structure of the dialogue, having received various inputs from members as well as human rights officers who support the work of the Committee. This work is expected to be finalized and presented to the plenary for consideration at the next session in May, 2023.

Working Group on Children’s Rights and the Environment with special focus on Climate Change 
Co-ordinators Philip Jaffé and Velina Todorova report: 
Four meetings were held to finalise the Draft GC 26 before sending it to plenary for approval. The Zero Draft GC 26 was published for public consultations on 15 November and the Consultations will last until 25 February 2023. 
Focal Point--Media /Twitter 
Co-coordinators Philip Jaffe and Benoit Van Keirsbilck report: 

The Twitter @UNChildRights1 account has 3,900 followers as of January 23.
1,000 new followers since the last report in 2022 and we have had about 23,000 profile visits.
From October 1 to date, we tweeted or retweeted 108 times, which have gathered 200,000 impressions and 2,500 mentions.

Activities of Individual Members  
 
Mikiko Otani – Chair 

1. November 10: Spoke with children and young environment activists at the Youth and Future Generation Day event of COP 27 in Sharm El-Sheikh, Egypt. Her theme was “At the Frontline: Children and Adolescent-led Action for Climate Change”.
2. November 15: Delivered a keynote speech online at the High Level Session “Policy, Governance and Finance” at the World Conference on Early Child Care and Education in Tashkent, Uzbekistan, organized by UNESCO.
3. December 6: Spoke at the side event to the Assembly of States Parties of the International Criminal Court “Strengthening coordination and partnerships: The next step for supporting accountability for crimes against children”. This was organized by Save the Children and the Netherlands. 
Suzanne Aho  
1. December 2022: Participated in three video conferences on the following:
· Consultation of the CRC Committee on the Update of the CRC Implementation Manual
· How to use UN resolutions of human rights to advance children’s rights
· Birth registration
Hynd Ayoubi-Idrissi
1. November 18: Participated in the follow-up of the COBs of Switzerland at the Swiss Center of Competence for Human Rights (CSDH).
2. November 20: Gave a commentary on the UNICEF report on Moroccan Television.
3. November 26: Spoke on “The Children’s Code: a perspective for the promotion of the Rights of the Child” at the University of Agadir, Morocco.
4. December 17: Presented a paper entitled “The Child’s Right to Identity”, INDH, Rabat, Morocco.





Bragi Gudbrandsson 
December 6: Featured speaker at the first Barnahus Forum, held in Stockholm, with the participation of multidisciplinary professionals from 27 states in Europe who have or are in the process of setting up Barnahus.

Rinchen Chophel

1. October 15-17: Participated in the Annual Regional Management Meeting of UNICEF, South Asia in Bhutan. This was organized by the Regional Office for South Asia.
2. December 15-17: Organized the South Asia Regional Consultation to End All Forms of Child Labour. This brought the eight countries of South Asia, Governments, CSOs, UN/INGO and Children together in Kathmandu, Nepal.
 	 
Philip Jaffé 

1. November 10: Spoke at the Roundtable on Climate change and children’s rights with special attention on children in Africa, on “The role of UNCRC Committee in defining the rights of the child and the extent of state obligation (Draft General Comment 26)” the United Nations Climate Change Conference COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt.
2. November 23: Participated in the event entitled “Participate! Children and young people, actors of change for child protection” and a webinar “The participation of children: a fundamental right”. This was hosted by SOS Villages d’enfants and Fondation Biermans-Lapôtre in Paris, France. 
3. December 28: Spoke on the subject “Don’t waste a crisis: Education sharpens resilience” at the international conference on “The right to Education in Times of Crisis” organized by Reichman University, Herzliya, Israel. 

Aïssatou Sidikou
1. December 4: Participated in a meeting with the Representative of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights in Niger. 
2. December 22: Participated in a panel discussion on the promotion and protection of the rights of women and children with mental disabilities. This was organized by the National Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.

Benyam Dawit Mezmur 

1. October 6: Gave a keynote address entitled “‘Net zero by 2050… Blah! Blah! Blah!’: Assessing the concept through a children’s rights lens” at the 2022 International Virtual Conference: A Call to Change Child Welfare in Colorado, USA.
2. October 24-25: Participated in an expert seminar in Geneva on “The role of human rights and environmental conservation in the prevention of future pandemics” which was convened by the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Environment in accordance with Human Rights Council Resolution 46/7, adopted in March 2021.

Luis Pedernera  

· 1. October: Speaker at the International Congress on Restorative and Therapeutic Justice in Cartagena de Indias, Colombia. This was organized by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime for the Andean Region and Southern Zone UNODOC and the Judiciary of Colombia.
· 2. November 1-3: Coordinated together with the Defensoría de la Niñez from Argentina, the GRULAC Regional Consultation for General Comment 26, in the city of Buenos Aires. This was organized with the support of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Argentina, UNICEF Regional and Argentina Offices and the World Movement for Children.
· 3. November: Visited Honduras to inspect adolescent detention centers and to learn about the state of the country's juvenile penal system. Held meetings with representatives of civil society and the State. This visit was organized by the World Organization Against Torture and a local partner.
4. November: Speaker at the IX World Congress for the Rights of Children and Adolescents, co-organized by the Defensoria de Niñez de la provincia de Cordoba Argentina and the Association for the Defense of the Rights of Children and Adolescents (ADDIA), the Latin American Ombudsman Institute (ILO). This was supported by UNICEF Argentina, the Inter-American Children's Institute -IIN-OAS- under the slogan "Children and Adolescents: Citizens Protagonists in the construction of a fairer world".
5. November: Participated in the expert consultation organized by the Pan American Health Organization on the guide "Children's Rights and the Rights and Responsibilities of Parents/Caregivers".
· 6. November: Speaker at the roundtable “Contextualizing Childhood and Peace in Latin America” on the situation of children in armed conflicts in Latin America. This was organized by the Dallaire Institute for Children, Peace and Security of Canada.

Ann Skelton 
1. October 13: Participated virtually in a roundtable discussion on “Child Rights Complaints Procedures and Effective Remedies”, in the Philippines. 
2. November 22: Presented a keynote address at a seminar on “Justice for the voiceless: Human Rights of future generations in climate change” at the University of Antwerp.
3. November 23: Presented a keynote address at a Conference on Unaccompanied Minors in the European Union, hosted by the Dutch Association for Migration Research, at Leiden University.

Velina Todorova 
1. October 27: Participated in the online panel discussion on “Strengthening the child’s right to participate in family law”, organized by the Utrecht Centre for European Research into Family Law (UCERF).
2. October 14: Participated in the Annual Seminar of the Defence for Children International – Belgium, Child Friendly Justice European Network - “A 360° view on Child Friendly Justice” in Brussels. 
3. December 7 and January 10: Participated together with UNICEF Bulgaria in consultations with NGOs and in the Parliament on the GC 26. Delivered a presentation “Human Rights based approach towards environmental degradation and climate change – briefing on the recent activities in the UN and on the Draft GC 26”.

Zara Ratou  

1. October-November-December: Supported the coordination of activities of organizations and actors in the child protection chain. Five meetings were organized with the support of UNICEF. 
· 2. October: Gave technical support for the launch of the national child protection policy development process, with the support of UNICEF.
· 3. November: Gave technical support for the organization of the CDE Commemorative Day in a spirit of solidarity with the affected children of the Toukra site. More than 1400 children took part in various activities, supported by UNICEF.
· 4. November 2022: Gave technical support for the withdrawal and family reunification of the 80 minors arrested during the demonstrations on October 20 2022. This was supported by the Ministry of Justice and UNICEF.

Faith Marshall-Harris 

Throughout this period, October to January, Faith Marshall-Harris advised on new legislation to reform Child Justice and Child Protection in the region.
1. November 9: Spoke in a webinar organized by the Latin America and Caribbean Office of UNICEF on “Recommendations from the Day of General Discussion on Children in Alternative Care”.
2. November 26: Spoke on “Discrimination against children affected by HIV/AIDS” in a webinar organized by the Optimists Club of the Caribbean.

Faith Marshall-Harris  
Vice Chair and Rapporteur  
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